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The miner: a 
step closer 
to extinction 


Chris Godstnark 

Business Correspondent 

The long-term prospects for Britain’s 
surviving coal mines were thrown 
into doubt yesterday when the largest 
producer, RJB Mining, announced 
plans to shut the country’s newest 
and most advanced “super-pit". 

The company, which took over 
most of British Coal’s pits at pri- 
vatisation three years ago. blamed the 
decision to close Asfordby mine in 
north Leicestershire on serious ge- 
ological problems. But unions and 
coal experts disputed the claim, in- 
sisting the closure was likely to be the 
first in a series of shutdowns as the 
demand for coal continued to fall. 

The closure last night thrust 
Labour’s energy policy into the spot- 
light, as John Battle, industry min - 
ister. spoke of his “great 
disappointment" at the news. Mr 
Battle insisted the industry had a “vi- 
able future" and stressed the gov- 
ernment's commitment to 
developing “clean coal" technology 
for power stations. 

But Labour was also accused of 
adding to the industry's woes by en- 
couraging greater competition in the 
electricity industry from next year, 
a move which was likely to fuel the 
switch to burning cheaper and 
cleaner natural gas. 

Asfordby’s demise has highlight- 
ed the problems for RJB, when 
contracts to supply coal to the pri- 
vatised power generators expire 
next April. National Power and 
PowerGen buy almost 30 million 
tonnes of coal a year from RJB at 
well above tbe market price. So far 
only three million tonnes of supply 
have been secured for next year. 

Tbe amount of electricity gener- 
ated by coal has fallen dramatically 
since the onset of gas-fired generating 
stations in the socalled dash for gas. 
In 1991 none of the UK’s power 



Dim outlook: Darren Haywood 
leaving Asfordby pit after his shift 


Pit falls 


1947: Nationalisation of coal industry 

718.000 miners 958 pits 
1974: Miners' strike - 3-day week 

242.000 miners 259 pits 
1979: Conservatives elected 

235.000 miners 223 pits 
1984: Start of year-long strike 

191.000 miners 170 pits 
1986: After strike 

159.000 miners 133 pits 
1994: Privatisation of British Coal 

9.000 miners 16 pits 

came from gas, while two-thirds 
came from coal. Last year gas 
accounted for 20 per cent of power 
and coal for just 40 per cent. 

Asfordby was originally meant to 
be one of three pits buOt in the area, 
of which only one was allowed after 
a prolonged public inquiry. British 
Cbal bad invested £320m in the pro- 
ject since 1984. hoping to find 25 
years’ worth of reserves. RJB 
ploughed a further £60m into the pit, 
much of it spent in trying to solve the 
geological problems. 


The two 500-metre shafts will be 
filled in and sealed by the end of Lhe 
year, after which time RJB is ex- 
pected to offer tbe land for sale. Hun- 
dreds of metres of underground 
roadways, lined with concrete like the 
Channel Tunnel, will remain empty. 

Gordon McPhie, RJB’s finance di- 
rector, said the difficulties were 
unique to the pit and could not be 
solved. “People who suggest other- 
wise are totally wrong. The risk is that 
if we continue we might kill some- 
body. This is about killing people." 

RJB had suffered a series of set- 
backs with its state-of-the-art tech- 
nology since production began in 
Aprifl995. Beds of volcanic rock put 
the coal seam under such severe pres- 
sure that machinery was being dam- 
aged. To complicate matters further, 
water was gushing into the mine 
workings through faults in the rock. 
Production was finally abandoned 
last week. 

But NeQ Greatrex, president of the 
Union of Democratic Mmeworkeis, 
said RJB bad moved production to 
a smaller coal face, where it was min- 
ing coal at a small profit, a fact ad- 
mitted by the company yesterday. 

Mr Greatrex urged Labour to 
come to the industry’s aid. “The 
Labour Government should back us 
as we helped them get where they 
are. I have challenged Tbny Blair and 
John Prescott to come here and put 
things right, but I think if nothing is 
done then by 2005 the coal industry 
in Britain will be finished.'’ 

RJB said it bad offered to find 
alternative work at its other pits for 
Asfordby’s 490 employees. Miners 
were given confirmation of the 
decision at a mass meeting at the pit 
yesterday morning. 

One miner, Robert Hubery, said: 
“I’m just devastated. Fve been in the 
business 26 years and really don't 
think there is any future in mining 
any more.” 



Cla ws to t he fore: John Prescott studies a Chinese Mitten Crab which, any resemblance to Government ministers apart, will benefit from 
the hitrtative to make the shoreline around the Greenwich millennium site more environmentally friendly Photograph: Edward Webb 



on, you’re such a softy 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


John Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, yesterday let slip the un- 
coraradely thoughts be harbours for 
his Cabinet colleague Peter Man- 
delsou when he compared the Min- 
ister without Portfolio to a crab. 

Whatever the similarities between 
Mr Mandelson and a crustacean with 
fiercesome daws that approaches its 
prey sideways on, the unguarded ob- 
servation provoked a flurry of “clar- 
ifications'* from Downing Street and 


totally overshadowed the Deputy 
Prime Minister's original errand. 

Mr Prescott had gone to the Mil- 
lennium exhibition site to announce 
tbe creation of a wildlife-friendly 
flood defence scheme for the 
Thames. But then he christened the 
photocall crab ‘Peter’ and asked in 
“Do you think you'll get on the Ex- 
ecutive Peter?” 

Mr Mandelson is bidding for elec- 
tion to Labour's ruling National 
Executive Committee and Mr 
Prescott hardly sounded to be wish- 
ing him well The jibe was seized on 


by reporters as further evidence of 
tension between the two men over Mr 
Mandelson’s high-profile role while 
Tony Blair has been on holiday. 

Later attempts by Mr Prescott to 
“dear up any misunderstanding” 
were heavier on puns than sinceri- 
ty. “1 wish Peter Mandelson all the 
best in his attempt to claw his way 
on to the NEQ [ hope that his pin- 
cermove goes well because under his 
hard shell he has a soft heart.” 

The two colleagues were also at 
odds over the disclosure that a key 
part of Lhe Millennium Dome is to 


be built in Germany. Mr Prescott up- 
set builders by saying the award of 
a £6m contract to Koch Konstruk- 
tive Membrane of Munich was “a sad 
reflection on the competence of the 
[British] industry”. 

But Mr Mandelson, the minister 
in charge of the Dome project, said 
it was a “success stoiy” for British in- 
dustry. “1 am not disappointed really 
... because overwhel mingly the huge 
bulk of work and the value of what 
we are doing at Greenwich is being 
taken up by British companies, "be 
told BBC Radio WM. 


Lives ruined by animal terrorists 


Alexandra Williams 

The wife of a leading neuro- 
scientist spoke yesterday of her 
famil y's fife under siege by anti- 
vivisection groups after a re- 
newed campaign of terror 
began against them. 

As Professor Colin Blake- 
more takes up the presidency of 
the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science, his 
wife. Amfree, revealed to The In- 
dependent the constant stress of 
living with the protesters’ threats. 

“For 25 years we’ve been a 
top target. It gets unbearable. 
It would be easy to die of a ner- 
vous breakdown if we kept 
looking over our shoulders. On 
the day you receive a letter 
bomb or vour property is van- 
dalised you feel strong and 
S you’ll be OK. But today 
I feel very upset, she said. 

At 3am on _ Saturday, 



Colin and Andrfie Btekemore 

Photograph: David Rose 

ve and the tyres were stabbed. 
Their 10-year-old cat was 
burned by the substance after 
lying on the car. _ 

Toe defflonisahOD of Profes- 
Mm, nvpr : «r Blakemore, of Oxford Uni- 
; wrsfty. begpn in 1986 when he 


did research that involved sewing 
shut tbe eyelids of anaesthetised 
kittens. The research helped 
medical understanding of am- 
blyopia - the commonest form 
of chad blindness. 

windows* of bis Oxfordshire 
house have been smashed, Mrs 
Blakemore has been threatened 
with death and the couple's 
three children with kidnap. A 
mailing tube filled with half a 
pound of explosives and sharp 
needles was sent to his home by 
an organisation called the Justice 
Department in December 1993. 
And last April, 400 campaigners 
demonstrated outside his bouse. 

Two years ago Professor 
Blakemore. 53, formed a think- 
tank with Les Ward, the direc- 
tor of Advocates for Animals, 
an Edinburgh charity, to bring 
the two sides together for con- 
structive debate. Although their 
Boyd Group has always ex- 
cluded the Animal liberation 


Front and the violent minority. 
Professor Blakemore said that 
he would now be prepared to 
consider granting them a place 
at the negotiating table. 

“The Boyd Group is an are- 
na for general dialogue. I want 
progression even if it means in- 
cluding the violent groups- but 
only so long as we do not lose 
the peaceful groups,” he said. 

’ Mrs Blakemore, 52, contact- 
ed The Independent “in the 
hope that the public and legit- 
imate animal rights groups will 
express their revulsion at such 
gratuitous infliction of suffering 
on innocent human beings and 
now on an animal” 

Professor Blakemore said: 
“Our cat Sharon was very dis- 
tressed. She had obviously been 
on tbe bonnet and had burnt her 
paws and face. I would never be 
granted a licence to apply 
paints tripper to a cat’s face 
and paws without anaesthetic 
but this is what they’ve done." 


Robin Webb, a spokesman 
for the ALF. said it looked like 
the work of tbe organisation. “It 
sounds like the ALF," he said. 
“I do not believe Professor 
Blakemore about his cat being 
hurt. It’s tbe kind of emotive 
thing he’d try and ciaim. I find 
his concern hypocritical. He 
has a history of stitching up eye- 
lids of moneys and kittens. 

“He has written saying he 
wants to meet me. Bui a private 
informal meeting would not 
get anywhere. There needs to 
be broader representation." 

Professor Blakemore esti- 
mates his department uses six 
monkeys and 12 cats a year. “I 
have been forced to consider 
and reconsider the basis of toy 
moral position as a scientist. 
Every day a scientist should 
think about it and never be lack- 
adaisical. I want, just as much 
as the ALF, to stop using ani- 
mals but it's just a question of 
when,” he said. 


Inspectors sent to the bottom of the class 



Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

School inspectors, who spend 
dJeir days telling '“chers that 


understood by schools and par- omission, misplacement and 
■ gjjts. a review by Ofcted, which even superabundance.” 
looked at 400 reports complet- They.are accused of bad grain- 
ed during the summer and au- man “Attainment and progress 
'tumn terms last year, says that is good”; truisms: “When 


tbe writing of one in seven 
school inspection reports is not 


selves given poor : up roscrateb and feW are good 

unpublished report scent ry iru ^ ou ^ ja ^ L One m seven has 

^The^report, from the Office ~ 

for Standards ifl Education, 

: rLwkins watchdog which 


siSsS 


very good features. 

Grammatical errors occur in 
many: the most common is the 
lack of agreement- between a 
verb and its subject. , 

The apostrophe, downfall of 
many pupils, also catches out 
the inspectors, for example: ’ 

« j “Piin/'tiifltion is 


Childrens’ . “Punctuation is 
generally accurate but there 

6 l. thp iicp rtf 


in which the use of 


teaching is good, pupils are 
challenged”: jargon: “Conti- 
nuity and progression”; vague- 
ness: “Teaching is usually 
satisfactory orbetter.” 

Inspectors are accused of in- 
consistency. Reports tend to 
start off by painting “an undu- 
ly rosy picture of a school” but 
then they change then- tune. 

One begins by noting that 
“teaching promotes sound ed- 
ucational standards 0 yet the 
same report reveals that 
progress in one-third of lessons 
is not up to standard and pupils 


are underachieving in many 
subjects. 

In many reports, judgements 
are vague. “Skills in spelling and 
writing are less well devel- 
oped." Less well developed 
than what?, asks tbe watchdog's 
report. And what do terms such 
as “some”, “variable”, “un- 
even” or “mixed" mean when 
they are used without explana- 
tion? 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
"teachers, said that the incon- 
sistency between and across 
reports had been one of teach- 
ers’ concerns. “Ofcted must 
put in place quality control for 
its own inspection judgements." 

Leading article, page 13 





Greenpeace sued 

British Petroleum has begun le- 
gal proceedings for damages of 
£1.4m against the environmen- 
tal pressure group Greenpeace 
and four of its members over its 
occupation of tbe Stenna Dee 
oil installation off the Shetland 
Mauds. Page 4 

Child fathers baby 

A boy of II who made his girl- 
friend pregnant was in biding 
with his mother. Tbe girl, 15, 
said she would keep the baby. 

Pages 

Australian cringe 

Australian officials were trying 
to defuse an embarrassing row 
after a secret government doc- 
ument disparaged neighbouring 
political leaders. Page 8 
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Sculptor appears in court on 
human body-parts charge 

A sculptor who teaches at the Prince of Whies Institute of 
Architecture appeared in court-yesterday charged with stealing 
human body parts for use in his sculptures. 


Anthony-Noel Kelly, 41, a cousin of the Duke of Norfolk, was 
remanded on unconditional bail at Hoxseferry Road magistrates' 
court Hfc has been charged under the 1994 Anatomy Act which 
prohibits the use of body parts for anything other than medical 
research and orders that parts must lie given a proper burial after 
three years; Mr Kelly, from Brixton, south London, was arrested in 
Aped' following raids try police on addresses in West London and 
Kent He did not speak during the five-minute hearing. 

Neil Lindsay, 24, horn South London, faces a similar charge. 
Both men have been bailed to return before magistrates on 
26 September. Jojo Mayes 

Loyalists end prison-officer attacks 

A loyalist terrorist group has ordered its members to end attacks on 
prisonldfScers’ homes in connection with protests at the Maze jafl. 

The ultra hardline Loyalist Volunteer Force called for mediation 
to resolve the dispute at the top security prison. LVF inmates 
caused an estimated £250,000 damage last Wednesday when they 
went on the rampage, demanding equal rights to other prisoners. 
Several gun and petrol bomb attacks were also launched on the 
homes of serving and retired prison officers. 

But in a statement using a recognised codeword yesterday, the 
LVF said: “The ruling army council has ordered its units not to 
attack prison officers’ homes in order to let mediation take place 
about the crisis in the jail/' 

Wounded student home from Israel 

A student injured in a shooting 
in Israel in which her boyfriend 
was killed arrived home 
yesterday. 

Charlotte Gibb, 20, was 
gunned down alongside her 
partner. Max Hunter, 22, as 
they took a cigarette break on a 
trip from the southern beach 
- resort of Eilat to a tourist spot 
in the Negev desert last week. 

Miss Gibb was treated for 
fractures in her left arm, right 
hand and a gunshot wound in 
the cheek. After flying back to 
Britain she was taken to Addenbrooke’s Hospital in Cambridge. 

Mr Hunter, a law graduate from Banstead, Surrey, was buried at 
the Jewish cemetery m Brighton last Friday. The couple, both 
students from Durham University, had been in the country for less 
than a week when they were shot in what was apparently a 
motiveless attack on Wednesday. They were planning to spend six 
weeks working on a kibbutz and travelling in Israel 
Miss Gibb, from Deeping St James, Lincolnshire, told Israel 
radio from her hospital bed in the town of Beer Sheva that it was 
K a miracle" she had survived the attack. An Israeli military patrol 
saved her life after spotting her tying beside the body of her 
boyfriend minutes after they were shot. 

Boy dies in mini-motorbike accident 

A 12-year-old bey died yesterday in wbat police believe was a tragic 
accident on his small-stale motorbike. 

Christopher Moiyneux was found near his home on the Loseley 
Park estate, in Guildford, Surrey, at about 8.30am. A police 
spokeswoman said: “A post mortem examination is due to take 
place ... Police are investigating the death, but it appears it was the 
result of a tragic accident 

Rare birds shot, and nailed to fence 

Efforts ^ safeguard rare birds of prey in Britain have been dealt 
another blow with two more illegal killings. 

The latest cases involve a peregrine falcon, which was found shot 
dead in the Cheviot Hills. Northumberland, and an osprey which 
was nailed to a fence in the Belford area of the county. The 
peregrine was found by a walker in the hills; tests confirmed it had 
been killed with a shotgun. An investigation has failed to discover 
who killed the bird but tbe Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds, and the Northumbria police are hi ghlighting the case to draw 
attention to the problem. Police have also been investigating the 
death of the osprey. Both species are protected by special penalties 
- those who kill or injure the birds can free fines of up to £5,000. 

Security guard success on trains 

A pilot scheme to use private security guards to protect rail 
passengers on a busy commuter Line has proved so successful that it 
may be extended, it was revealed yesterday. The guards are being 
used on Connex South Eastern’s North Kent line - scene of a 
serious robbery earlier this year. 

Banks that say ‘yes’ to anything 

People are turning to their bank managers for help boosting their 
looks and their sex lives, according to a new report. 

Recent requests for cash loans made to banks have included 
applications for money to have cosmetic surgery such as tummy tucks 
and tattoo removal, and even a sex-change operation. One customer 
wanted cash to buy a family graveyard, and another wanted £20,000 
to improve his front drive. Asked why it would cost so much, the 
customer admitted that only £2,000 of the loan was for the new drive 
and the rest was for a Porsche to put on it The survey of loan 
requests, by Yorkshire Bank, showed that banks and other tenders are 
becoming more ready to help people realise their dreams. 

Glowing performance at the ballet 

Sixty English National Ballet dancers have been banned from 
sunbathing after returning from holiday with glowing pink faces. 

Derek Deane, the ballet's artistic director, was dismayed when 
members of the corps de ballet returned from their summer break 
with faces glowing with “every shade of red and pink”. He has 
ordered them to become a natural white, and to stay out of the 
sun. for the company’s new production of .Swan Lake. The dancers 
have six weeks to lose their summer colour before the classic ballet 
opens at the Apollo theatre in Oxford on 30 September. “We 
simply can't give roasted swans to the public," Deane said. 
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■ Jk s CVs go, that of Howard Marks, the legendary 
marijuana smuggler and anti-Establtshmnnt 
j^wc ha mpton, whose drugs empire once spanned 
the globe, may not sound the most appropriate ap- 
plicant for the post of Ibny Blair’s new. drugs tzar, to 
spearhead the Goveriimenfs assauft on the narcotics 
trade. But none the less, he is applying for the Job and 
hoping for an fotarvieiw. ' 

Since being released in.1995, after seven years of 
a 25-year jail form in one of America’s toughest pen- 
itentiaries, Mr Marks, 52, misses being the scourge 


gfing operations and bringing in tons of dope! under 
their noses," he safedyasterday on a visit Jo England 
from his home in Majorca. 

At the height of his powers during the 1980s he had 
ASaBases and owned 25 companies around the worid, 
set up to launder foe proceedsfrom [his massive mar- 
guana Shipments. He i may not Smuggle any more, but 
be Is still adanrantthat-drugs be legalised and ums 
eyeiy opjportordty fo gei fote message across, - '‘•A 

That's: why On standing for tfierirvgs czar post,"; 
he Said. Tinwriting my application form tonight and. 


a CV JVe got —tVe certainly got the experience." 

, ’ Mr Marfcs speltout fra proposes for combatting the 
drugs problBmiri the U K. : . . v ^ 
‘TwouidlegaliseaJI drugs but; of bourse, there would 


Mother speaks for 
the first time about 
US baby ordeal 

Caroline Beale, the Briton who was charged with 
murder and kept in jail after being arrested at JFK air- 
port in New York with the body of her new-bom baby 
girt strapped to her stomach, spoke yesterday for the 
first time about her ordeal. 

Ms Beale, 32, had always insisted that the baby, 
bom in a hotel bath during a trip to New York in 1994, 
was still-bom, and that she had panicked, wrapped 
its body in plastic bags and cleaned up the bath- 
room. 

But before her trial, she was persuaded to plead 
guilty to manslaughter in exchange for being allowed 
to return immediately to Britain, where she would be 
treated by psychiatrists. 

Speaking on Radio 4's Woman’s Hour, Ms Beale, 
said it was a "terrifying” experience, but that she was 
now able to leave a relatively normal Ufa 

Recalling the night of her arrest, she said: "They 
had me handcuffed to the bed. The detective guy 
took my clothes and everything. I thought, if I could 
keep myself together and tell them what had hap- 
pened, then they'd just let me go home." 

She said she had been motivated by an overpow- 
ering urge to bring the child’s body back to England. 

"He [the investigating detective] said to me 'why 
didn’t you leave her here and you could have gone 
back to England and no-one would have known?’, 
but 1 just knew I had to bring her home. 

"It ail seems bizarre in retrospect, but I’m just a 
norma! person," she said. 

Ms Beale, a civil servant from Chingford, Essex, 


have to be restrictions on the harmful ones - like a 
prescription or something. They would not foe readi- 
ly available on the street ■ • 

. "But the harmless onss, like marijaiina, would be 
treated like cabbage and grown in gardens and . al- 
lotments. Keep it home-grown." • 

Whfle he isawarethatihe PMs poBcfes mi^t be some- 
what stricter, he re ma in s ever the optimist; "There's al- 
ways the chance hell give methejbb.Ybu never know," 
Mr Marks has spent hfstwo years of freedbm wriK 
ing and promot i ng his autobiography, Mr Nice, ncr# 
out in paperback, travelling the UK to-attend signing 
and r o ae ffn g sessio ns in bookshop^ bars and dubs. 
He is also making an appearance at ihe Etfinbregh 
Festival and he recently set up a wds site on the fn- 
rtemet, giving details of events, music and his beloved 
marijuana. Throughout he has kept up his legaiisa-. 
tion campaign... 

Y Last year he walked into Marytebone Palk» station 
: snx>Wngajcwrt^distrflxXBd "hashcakes l? topareers- 
. by on.the pavement outside V 

In tfra general etection,fre stood for ParBament (and 
tost) in four constituendes on a tegalteafroH ticket And 
-last weekend fri Portsmouth,: he was the guesterfho- 
nour at a Jegallsation rafty. Truelp form,- he got hfcuA 
self arrested forBghtingijp. .. V. 

:"••• ‘ j : ." 5 V MrttopmBrace 

7 ••! _ ••• 7 ■ ■ • Letters, pagel3 



spent eight months in tiie notorious R Brer’s Island jail, 
sharing a cell with prostitutes and drug addicts. 

The harsh regime of beatings and U 1-treatment 
forced her to make a plea bargain, she said. 

"I just remember it was kind of tike -the state I was 
in I felt thal whatever they said to me I’d say yes to 
because I wanted so much to go home.” 

Psychiatrists now argue that Beale was "in denial" 
throughout her pregnancy and in shock after the 
birth, and needed hospital treatment rather than im- 
prisonment 

She paid that being able to bury the baby, who she 
later named Ofiva Ann, in Britain, made it easier to 
deal with her loss and enabled her to return to her 
job at the Department of Health, 

Kate Wstsorh&nytfi 


Cameron Mackintosh denies Old Vic rescue bid 


Sir Cameron Mackintosh yester- 
day distanced himself from sug- 
gestions that he might safeguard 
the future of The Old Vic, after its 
current owners put it up for sale. 

The theatre's Canadian owner, 
Ed Mirvish, and his son David, 
who have supported the loss-mak- 
ing Institution for 15 years, are 
sefllng the playhouse for £73m, 
having spent £2.5m restoring ft 

There had been reports that Sir 
Cameron, as well as the Royal 
Shakespeare Company, were inter- 
ested in buying the Old Vic, but 
both were at pains to distance 
themselves yesterday. 

"Sir Cameron is definitely not 
buying the Old Vic and there is do 


truth In this rumour. He has no oth- 
er comment to make," said his 
spokesman. 

“The RSC is committed to the 
Barbican and is involved In a lot- 
tery bid for the Collins Theatre in 
Islington, ft is highly unlikely we 
would be involved hi this,” said an 
RSC spokesman. 

Ed Mirvish outbid Lord Lloyd 
Webber and paid £550,000 to buy 
the Old Vic in 1982. After refur- 
bishment, it reopened in October 
1983, with two Sir Cameron Mack- 
intosh musicals in the opening 
season. 

Sir Peter Hall was appointed 
artistic director in January. His 
company has been told to vacate 


it by 6 December. They have 
staged 13 plays since he was ap- 
pointed, but the first part of the 
season ran at a loss. 

The sudden decision to sell has 
prompted concerns that Sir Peter 
was brought in simply to make the 
theatre Took glamorous again", a 
view that he himself has voiced. 

But David Mirvish said yesterday: 
"Our key concern is that the Oki Vic 
is the only part of our business ac- 
tivity that is not centred in Toronto.” 

Sir Peter's company is set to 
continue next year, under impre- 
sario BHJ Kenwright at a "major - 
West End theatre”. A deal is said 
to be near to completion. 

Jofo Moyes 


SHOPPING 

Supermarkets tighten grip 
on sales of CDs and videos 

The dominance of supermarkets fo every Sphere of retailing has 
been underlined this week when it was revealed that they arc (he 
fastest growing sellers of CDs, tapes and videos. The big 
supermarket chains now account for 11 per cent of the total music 
and video market, up from just 3 per cent in five years, according 
to a report tty Verdict retail consultants. 

The most aggressive player in the market is Asda, which alone 


The supermarkets have entered tbe market because they can 
make profits of up to 30 per cent on CDs and videos, which is 
much higher than the profits from foods. They have been boosting 
their share of sales by carrying just tbe top-selling titles and 
undercutting die prices of specialist record shops. 

Supermarkets now account for more of the market than WH 
Smiths (7.4 per cent) and Britannia (6J> per cent), but the merged 
Virgin Megastores and Our Price stores remain the biggest sellers, 
with 18 per cent of all sales. Raul McCann 

FOOD 

Roll out the bagels, it’s lunchtime 

Gone are the days of the standard sandwich. Pitta bread, bagels 
and fbccada are de rigeur in children’s lunch boxes these days, 
according to a survey by Sainsbury’s. 

Children are the biggest consumers of bread -67 percent of 
bread products that axe bought are eaten by children under 16 - 
but, nnltte the 65-ptus age group, whose first choice is white, 
slked bread, they are developing a more sophisticated palate. 

Hie survey of 11,000 children and adults revealed that pitta 
bread is the most popular type 
of bread among under-fives 
but between the ages of six 
and 10, a child’s first choice is 
a bageL TVrenty-foor percent 
of pitta bread products are 
eaten by children under 16, 
compared with 17 per cent of 
white bread. Bagels are 
children's second favourite 
bread product overall, eaten 
tty 183 percent 

Foccaria is most popular 
with 25-44-year-old adults who 
have children, and has 
superseded the baguette on the 
dinner table. Clare Gamer 

SOCIETY 

Strong backing for ID cards 

Four out of five young people support the introduction of 
compulsory identity cards for teenagers, according to a new survey. 
And researchers found that some three-quarters of all adults 
believe ID cards should be issued to everyone living in Britain. 

Tbe findings of the NOP poll follow recent concerns about 
under-age d rinking and the growing debate about ID cards for 
young people- 

And support for tbe introduction of compulsory ID cards was 
highest among the over-55s, with 83 per cent approvaL 

Overall, four out of five said ID cards would help prevent under- 
age drinking and smoking. Reservations centred on fears of a loss 
of freedom or privacy, which were highest among under-35s. 


CRIME 

Electronic tagging ‘does not work’ 

The use of electronic tags to place offenders under “house 31 x 051 ”, 
trials of which are currently being extended by the Government are 
deeply flawed according to a report by a prison reform group. 

Based on research from the United States, Canada and Sweden, 
the study claims that tagging cannot stop offenders breaching 
curfews or commiting farther crimes. They are also unlikely to 
reduce the jail population, and people wearing tags have been 
attacked by vigilante groups, says the Prison Reform Trust 

The critical report follows the Government’s decision to double 
the area in which tags are on trial, in Greater Manchester, 

Reading and Norfolk, in an attempt to find an alternative to 
imprisonment 

The trust questions whether tagging is just an expensive 
political stunt 

Electronic Thgging: Viable Option or Expensive Diversion, £350 
from PET, 15 Northburgfi St, London EC1V OAH. Jason Bennetto 


DAY 6: 

£5 OFF WHEN YOU 
SPEND MORE THAN 
£30 AT BLACKS 


For your chance to 
get a share of 
The Independent’s 
£2.5 million 
Student Passport To 
Independence... 

see page 1 0 

in Section Two. 
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Christian 

Wolmar, 

author of a 
new pamphlet 
on the car, 
on how to ease 
the gridlock 

The search is on for alternatives 
Vo the motor car. 

A pamphlet published yes- 
terday by Friends of the Earth 
suggests that in many European 
cities, fewer people use cars to 
gel to work or for leisure jour- 
neys~because alternatives have 
been made more desirable. 

Britain is now about to em- 
barlron a search for similar so- 
lutions. Later this week, John 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, will outline the Gov- 
ernment's thinking on transport, 
whidi will aim to get people out 
of their cars and into other 
forms of transport. 

If some of the more radical 
proposals - such as congestion 
charging or restricting the en- 
try of cars to city centres - arc 
introduced, then it will mark the 
end of a centuiy-Jong trend in 
which governments have tried 
to meet the ever-growing 
appetite of care for land space 
and natural resources. 

Friends of the Earth reckons 
we need urban areas to have 
“the cycle networks of Dutch 
cities like Groningen, the pub- 
lic transport systems of Zurich 
and the pedestrianisation of 
Nuremberg.” 

It. is a scenario that Mr 
Prescott would envy, but he does 
have one thing in his favour. 
Unlike other government ini- 
ta fives which are hamstrung by 
strictures on public spending, 
there may well be considerable 
sums of money available to im- 
prove transport. Lynn Sloman, 
deputy director of Transport 
2000, said: “There's lots of ways 
that the Government can raise 
money from transport, as long 
as it manages to convince the 
Treasury that is should be al- 
lowed to recycle the money for 
transport schemes.” 

The most obvious source of 
revenue would be road pricing, 
charging motorists to enter city 
centres and charging local res- 
idents an annual lee Kir the right 
to have a car. But there are 
plenty of other potential new 
taxes. Car park spaces for em- 
ployees could be taxed, both to 
deter their use and to raise mon- 
ey. Employers could be charged 
a transport tax. as in Paris, 
which will be used to fund new 
services. Out of town super- 
markets could be forced to levy 
charges on their car parks, 
making it more desirable for 
people to shop in city centres. 

The revenue from fines for 
speed cameras, which current- 
ly goes into the general fund 
could, instead, be used firstto 
provide more cameras bringing 
in huge revenues which in turn 
could be used to fund transport 
schemes. 

Although a paper od trans- 
port issued by the Labour par- 
ty when it was in opposition last 
year ruled out many of these 
suggestions for extra taxes. De- 
partment of Transport sources 

now suggest that they are all be- 
ing actively considered again. 

PubJie/privale partnerships 
will be encouraged as a way of 
funding new public transport 
schemes such as tram systems 
and possibly new London Un- i 
derground lines. i 

Yesterday, Mr Prescott was at 
pains to point out that the j 
Government is not antiwar, as i 
suggested in leaks of his plans 
put out fay the pro-motoring lob- i 


The 1 9-mite tram system 
from Bury to Altrincham has 
succeeded in getting Man- 
cunians out of their cars and 
on to public transport, a key 
aim In the Government's 
transport strategy. 

The £l50m Metrolink 
(nghl) which goes through 
the city centre, has been 
very successful, with 1&4 ntfl- 
lion users last year This is al- 
most double the number 
who used to use the old rail . 

service finking the two towns 
before the tram service was 
opened five years ago. 

According to surveys con- 
ducted by Metrolink, about a 
quarter oftoose passengers 
would otherwise have used 
their cars for.those journeys. 
Moreover, peak traffic on 
roads from Bury and Attrin- 
cham into Manchester has 
gone down by 6 per cent 
since the opening of the line. 

The success has prompted 
expansion of the line, but the 
Greater Manchester Passen- 
ger Transport Authority- has 
haddiffkxjltylnoWaimigtoncf- 
ing. After a lengthy delay. 



work has jtist started on a 
£130m four-m&e extension to 
Ecdes, via Salford Guays. 
The scheme js a pub&c^private 
partnership. Planning approve 
has been obtained for two 
more extensions- 15 mflesto 
Oldham and ftatodate, and 13 
miles to toe airport- but no 
money fe yet available. 



Unlike British towns, most Eu- 
ropean cities retained their - 
.1 oa-year-old tram networks, 
which are now ehfoying a re- 
naissance and pi^ a key role 
ip toefr transport systems. 

. In Zurich (above), the tram 
is king: When* a tram ap-* 
proaches' a . traffic fight, It 
triggers off a great signal en- 
suring it does'-' not have to 
wait The trams mostly take 
.up- .road space. which "only . 
buses ahd.eomeflmes, taxis, 
are allowed to use. They are 
always kept dean. 

Strict ^regulations . and : 
Swiss self-discipline - ensure 
that cars do not park In the 
riarrow streets and block the 
rafls. And most important, toe 
.tram®': always run on time. 


Most are etrisfuled to pprir- 

mtmds Intervals ait peakfirfee,- 
The whereabouts of -every; 
tram, is mdnHpredbor^ariOy 
through senso^ancL# there 
is ahofcfup.^parefrahTsare 
kept in sidings to .bridge the 
gaps.^risuringtoere are pio 
delays to passengers. 1 - 

According v to - Richard 
Heterfi, toe former municipal 
.engineer olthe cftyithd-lfffc 
age of the trams Is Id sharp- 
contrast to the Brifeto vfew.of 
public transport; ^Anyone 
who does .rtotus&theirarn 
tends to be regarded as chit 
of touch. Leading- figures, 
from economic andecaaerrtd: 
life would, not cdnSrcfer.com- 
rnuting in anjrotoer way.f .V--' 


by, and he is keen to ensure that 
if curbs are put on car use, then 
improved public transport links 
must be in place to give mo- 
torists a viable alternative. 

However, as he holds both 
the Transport and Environ- 
ment portfolios, he is conscious 
that the damaging effects of the 
continued rise in car use cannot 
be allowed to continue. 

The suggested ways of getting 
people out of their cars, many 
of which will be put forward in 
the Green Paper to be published 
this week, range from the small 
and cheap to the mega-project 
In residential areas, traffic- 
calming measures and the wide- 
spread use of 20mph zones 
could lead to schoolchildren be- 
ing able to walk or cycle to 
school again rather than having 
to be driven by parents. 

Entry to busy motorways by 
private cars could be restricted, 
giving priority to trucks, while 
Mr Prescott is known to favour 
pedestrianisation schemes in 
town centres. 

The Government is expected 
to endorse the targets for qua- 


drupling the use of cycling by the 
year 2012, and a growing num- 
ber of Labour MFS favour the 
setting of targets for reducing 
traffic, as put forward in a Pri- 
vate Members BQI by Welsh Na- 
tionalist and Green ME Cynog 
Dafys. The previous govern- 
ment passed the Road Ttaffic 
Reduction Act, which requires 
local councils to examine ways 
of reducing traffic. 

There could be a much 
greater emphasis on special 
lanes for buses, which are used 
by far more people than trains, 
but are considered the Cin- 
derella sector of public transport 
because of their poor image. If , 
buses were shown to be more 
reliable and punctual, then, ac- 1 
cording to surveys, many mo- I 
torists would be prepared to 
forego their cars. 

Roger Higman, transport co- 
ordinator of Friends of the 
Earth, said: “We know what 
needs to be done. Ifs a matter 
of the Government doing it.” 
MUnlocfdng the Gridlock by 
Christian Wolmar, Friends of 
the Earth, £6 95. 


Man named fay police in 
hunt for serial rapist 


Jason Bennetto ' 

nrime Correspondent 

Police are hunting a serial rapist 
who is believed to have at- 
tacked four women in Lon- 
don, it was disclosed yest^L 
The alleged victims came 

K d e jSiSSprf 

^“serial of false names, ^ 

sriH living in London. 
TNimlian student was in a 

a3*‘ £.-*£&£ 

fit? Stoke 

London, to escape from her at 
Yard revealed la* 

atothesrtack.hu. 



May and July. In each case, they 
claim to have been lured back 
to the home of a man in Stoke 
Newington. 

The police warned yesterday 
that the alleged serial rapist was 
“very plausible and c h a rmin g” 

and preyed on students and old- 
er women. 

In two separate-cases, a 
woman was allegedly befriend- 
ed by a man while travelling on 
a night bus and agreed to go 
back to his home and a second 
women was persuaded to go 
back to a man’s flat after meet- 
ing him in Finsbury Park. One 
women was.. allegedly raped 
and the other indecently as- 
saulted. . 

In a third incident, 3 man be- 
friended two women while out 
and asked them back to 
his home for a drink Once they 
arrived at his flat in Stamford 
Hm, Stoke Newington, only 
one of the women was allowed 

inside- , . . 

When the second started to 
sbout for help, the man threat- 
ened her with a kitchen knife. 
She continued to call for assis- 
tance and two men came to her 


aid. The woman trapped inside 
the flat managed to escape as 
the two men scuffled with her 
alleged assailant 

A police spokeswoman said: 
“We issued a two-fold appeal for 
help to find Asamoah and to 
hear from other women who 
had been attacked. We are now 
investigating four possible cas- 
es ; two of rape, one of indecent 
assault and one of unlawful im- 
prisonment. 

“These women have 
helped us form a dearer picture 
of the serial attacker and the I 
way he operates. He has 
attacked students and older 
women. He is obviously very 
jrfausible, charming and niend- 

Mr Asamoah, a kitchen as- 
sistant who has worked in 
restaurants in Chelsea, Fulham 
and central London, is said to 
frequent the West End. 

He uses a string of afiayyg 
including Samson Mensah, 
James Awuley, Ernest Amos, 
Ernest Asamfah and Patti Kofe 
Mensah. He also uses the first 
names Yaw, Ofsh-ene and 
Apenteng. 



Two wheels better than four: A cyclist in Regent’s Park, central London, yesterday 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 
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MP faces action 



Graham: Rumour claims 


Ran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

action over claims that hetoolc 
pan in a whispering campaign 
against a colleague which may 
have helped drive him to suicide. 

Tbrnmy Graham, the member 
for Renfrewshire West, was 
named along with the party's 
former deputy chief whip, Don 
Dixon, in a note left by the Pais- 
ley South MP Gordon Mc- 
Mas ter when he killed himself 
last month. 

An internal party inquiry 


into the death is believed to 
have concluded that Mr Gra- 
ham had spread rumours about 
Mr Me Master despite his denial 
of the claim. It is likely that he 
could have the party whip sus- 
pended, with an announcement 
possibly as early as today. . 

Labour officials were sug- 
gesting last night that they 
wanted to see the affair cleared 
up before the launch of 
Labour's “yes" campaign on 
Scottish devolution tomorrow. 

Party sources in Scotland 
have claimed that Mr Graham 
should have been disciplined 


two years ago when tbfty inves- 
tigated claims of vote-rigging in 
his constituency, but that the 
whips’ office at the time bad 
failed to act. ' 

The latest inquiry was carried 
out by the current chief whip, 
Nick Brown, who received a 
number of affidavits from par- 
ty members who swore that Mr 
Graham bad taken part in a 
campaign against Mr McMaster, 
who was suffering from fatigue 
caused fay myalgic encephalitis 
(MEV Rumours had circulated 
that he was gay and might have 
AIDS. Mr Graham has said 


over 



case 


publicly since his colleague's 
death that he had a seridus 
drink problem. 

The suicide has also caused 
old allegations to resurface 
about politics in Paisley. Mr Mc- 
Master believed that one rea- 
son for his unpopularity was that 
he had campaigned against 
drugs gangs in the aifea along 
with the Paisley North faff 
Irene Adams. Mrs Adams had 
alleged that a company set up 
with public money had been, 
used to launder drug money. 

Last night the Conservatives' 
Scottish affair s spokesman. Dr 


r 

Liam Fox, wrote an op® letter 
to Tbny Blair demandmstfaat he 
return from his holiday in’Eu- 
rope to sort out the affair. In his 
letter, he wrote: “Labour's dis- 
array in the west of Scotland has 
been allowed to continue un- 
abated for far too long." Re- 
ferring to similar problems in 
other areas of Scotland, he 
added: “We were told that the 
situation in Monklands, Glas- 
gow and Govan were all special 
circumstances. That is no longer 
a credible excuse." 

Meanwhile the Scottish Sec- 
retary. Donald Dewar, admit- 


ted in a radio interview that he 
was w orried about the possible 
impact of the Paisley crisis cm 
the devolution vote. “Clearly 
there is a problem. Clearly I am 
concerned and worried, be- 
cause I read the newspapers like 
everyone else," he said. 

But he hoped Scots would 
recognise the devolution debate 
was about a “great matter of 
principle" - of how Scotland 
should be gaverned. “I will want 
to the best of my ability to ar- 
gue that case. But the distrac- 
tions and the difficulties ... are 
obviously a matter of worry.'’ 



McMaster Driven to suicide 


Mir crew 
shutoff 
power as 
station 
spins 


Helen Womack 

Moscow 


The Russian-American team on Mir 
yesterday shut down all but its most 
vital life-support systems to save ener- 
gy after a computer failure disoriented 
the ailing 1 1 -year-old space station. 

An official at Mission Control spoke 
of the complex “chaotically spinning". 
But displaying the most remarkable 
sang-froid, he said that there was no 
immediate danger to the crew. 

Russians glued to the space drama 
had just breathed a sigh of relief at a 
tea-time television report of a success- 
ful docking operation when a later 
bulletin brought them a fuller picture 
and more bad news. The docking of a 
Progress cargo craft to Mir had had to 
be done manually, it turned out, be- 
cause of a computer failure, which 
had implications for the whole station. 

“We have turned off all energy con- 
suming equipment and left only life 
support operations,” said Vladimir 
Solovyov, a senior official at Mission 
Control. It was likely to take 24 hours 
to correct the computer malfunction 
and until then Mir would be “chaoti- 
cally spinning”, he said. Kathleen Ma- 
liga, a guest from Nasa at Russian 
Mission Control, commented: “It’s a 
situation that we’re watching carefully 
but we are not worried.” 

As a result of the latest set-back, 
the crew will not now be able to go 
ahead tomorrow with plans to repair 
Mlr's Spektr module, which was dam- 
aged during a clumsy manual docking 
of another Progress cargo craft in 
June. The station has been running on 
half power since the bump to the 
module, which had to be disconnected 
from the rest of the station. 

Mir gets its energy from the Sun, 
whose rays hit the solar panels all over 
its outer surface. The loss of Spektr 
meant the loss of the energy that its 
panels contributed. Now that the 
whole station is disoriented, even few- 
er of the Sun's rays are being cap- 
tured. 

Anatoly Solovyov, the highly experi- 
enced commander of the crew, which 
also includes Pavel Vinogradov and 
Michael Foale, may be able to correct 
Mir's position in relation to the Sun. 
They could use the thrusters on the 
Progress cargo craft and the Sayuz 
transport rocket which brings the 
spacemen up and takes them back to 
the Earth. But this is not a long-term 
solution: and it is essential the com- 
puter is fixed if the station is not to be 
evacuated. As well as the computer, 
the oxygen generating and humidity 
recycling systems have been playing 
up on Mir which, when it was 
launched in 1986, was only supposed 
to serve for five years. The Russians 
are hoping that, if the repairs are a 
success, they can keep the orbiting 
banger going until a new international 
space station is ready next century. 

Leading article, page 13 



BP to sue 
Greenpeace 
for £1.4m 


Kate Wateon-Smyth 

British Petroleum has begun a 
£1.4m riainay* action against 
the environmental pressure 
group Greenpeace arm four of 
its members over its occupation 
of an oil installation, it emerged 
last night. 

The compaity has issued a 
summons against the group 
and is seeking damages for 
losses following the “unlawful 
activities” of protesters during 
the week-long occupation off 
the Shetland Islands. A 
spokesman for Greenpeace said 
last night that the writ threat- 
ened the future of the group. 

Those named in the sum- 
mons, issued by the High Court 
in Edinburgh, are two senior di- 
rectors of the group, Sarah 
Burton and Chris Rose. The 
others are the campaigner Liz 
Pratt and the captain of the MV 
Greenpeace John Castle. 

Gerry Doyle, agjokeswoman 
for the group, said last night: 
“This could threaten the very fu- 
ture of our organisation." 

He said a “schedule of ar- 
restment” had been issued from 
the Edinburgh Court of Ses- 
sions, seeking £L4m from the 
group and the four members 
and “all moveable things in 
your hands belonging, or 
obtaining to them”. . 

It was addressed' to the 
group's h ank via a branch in 


Scotland and a hearing for an 
interim interdict is due to be 
held before the court today. 

The last five protesters left 
the installation on Sunday alter 
police moved in to evict them. 

Greenpeace had begun land- 
ing activists on the rig on 9 Au- 
gust as it set oulto begin testing 
work in the Foinaven field off 
the west coast of Scotland. 

It was part of a campaign to 
highlight alleged dimate change 
by the pressure group. 

Chris Rose said: “BP made 
£1.5bn in its first six months of 
the year - it makes more in prof- 
it in 48 hours than Greenpeace 
receives income in a year. BP 
is trying to use its financial and 
legal muscle to crush defence of 
the environment. BP may uy to 
take away our money and our 
supporters’ money - but that 
will not make BP right and it wifi 
not absolve them of responsi- 
bility for their role in global en- 
vironmental pollution. 

“BP is leading the world in 
the wrong direction by opening 
up fossil fuels that the climate 
cannot sustain - but h would 
rather close down Greenpeace 
than ... invest in solar power." 

A spokesman for BP said: 
“We have begun proceedings 
against Greenpeace Ltd and 
other individuals in concern 
with unlawful activities on the 
rig and for the financial loss that 
we have suffered.” 


Girl accused of 
lies over attack 


Louse Jwy 


Weighty training: American astronaut David Wolf, guided tty frogmen, floats down to a mock-up of Mir in a water tank at Star City Photograph: AP 


An English tourist 
attacked by five British sol- 
diers in Cyprus broke down in 
tears yesterday when a defence 
lawyer said her “lies” could 
send an innocent man to i 

■fassos Ratsflddes, 
one of the soldiers, Roger Bell, 
called Claire Harbour a liar oo 
at least 10 occasions in cross-ex- 
amination in a Cypriot court. 

The five soldiers are charged 
with causing grievous bodily 
harm and actual bodily harm to 
Ms Harbour and two other 
English holidaymakers. They all 
deny the charges. 

Mr Ihtsikides said Ms Har- 
bour, 22, started the incident 
outside an Ayia Napa disco 
earlier this month which left her 
boyfriend, Barry Ford, with 
cracked ribs, a broken wrist and 
a face wound, and Shane Bell 
with a fractured jaw. 

Ms Harbour, of Lee Green, 
south-east London, burst into 
tears when Mr Katsflrides 
claimed his dient was the real 


victim. He said: “I put it to you 
that the accused was assaulted 
fcy you and Barry Fwd, especially 
Barry who was out of control.” 

Ms Harbour said: “I was 
pulled by my hair while Barry 
was kicked and punched.” But 
Mr KaisDddessaid Ms Harbour, 
a nursery nurse, was only wor- 
ried about the £25,000 damages 
she is claiming as damages. Ms 
Harbour denied this. Mr Ford, 
a quantity surveyor, and Mr 
Bell, a car mechanic, both 23, 
are claiming similar amounts. 

Another English tourist. 
Sadia Wight, 20, also gave ev- 
idence yesterday about the at- 
tack, in which her boyfriend 
Danny Lambert, 23, tried to in- 
tervene. She said eight men took 
it in turns to punch and kick Mr 
Ford on the floor. 

The five accused are Roger 
Bell, 26, Tim Carter, 27, Steven 
Walstencroft. 26, Steven Girvan, 
20, and Stuart Spencer, 20, all 
from the 1st Battalion King's 
Regiment stationed at Dheke- 
Hfl Garrison in Larnaca. The tri- 
al continues today. 
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news 


Father, 1L 


hides 


as 


pregnant 


girl faces 


the music 


Clare Gamer 


Tlie families of an 1 1-vcar-old 
boy and the 15-year-oJd girl he 
made pregnant were last night 
struggling to come to terras with 
the fact that the youngsters 
were having a baby. 

Theresa Stewart and her son. 
Sean, 11. now Britain's younge st 
known father, have gone fnio 
hiding while the mother-to-be, 
Emma Webster, 15, braved the 
media with her parents. 

Emma, who lives next door 
to Sean in Sharnbrook, Bed- 
fordshire. said she only found 
out how young he was when she 
told his mother she was ex- 
pecting his baby. She was. she 
said, angry with Sean for giving 
her the impression that he was 
the same age as her. The fact 


that he attends Margaret Beau- 
fort Middle School in Riseley 
had apparently not made her 
suspicious. 

*il was not until 1 said I was 
pregnant to his mum and his 
mum turned around and said 
'how can an 1 1 -year-old be the 
father?’ that 1 knew." she said. 
~1 wjis shocked and I wanted to 
know why he had lied to me 
about his age." 

But once Emma had over- 
come the initial shock, she ad- 
justed to the idea of being 
pregnant and adopted the atti- 
tude: “It was my mistake, noth- 
ing can change it now." She has 
even chosen names for the 
baby, who will be her parents' 
first grandchild: Rebecca Jade 
if it is a girl and Ben Louis if ft 
is a bov. . 



Putting on a brave face: 
Schoolgirl Emma Webster, 
15 , from Shambrook In 
Bedfordshire, who is 

having a baby. The father 
is her 11-year-old next 
door neighbour, who has 
gone into hiding 
Photograph: Stefan Rousseau 


She is still seeing Sean, whom 
she has dated since November, 
and hopes be will give as much 


support as he can. Her parents 
after 


have agreed to look after the 
baby, which is due in January, 
when she returns to Sham- 
hrook Upper School. 


A spokeswoman for the Fam- 
ily Planning Association de- 
scribed the pregnancy as “an 
isolated case". She added: “I 
have never heard of an 1 1 -year- 
old boy making a girl pregnant 
before." Records reveal the 
ages of young mothers, but not 


fathers. In 1995. for example, 
there was one live birth loan 11- 
year-old and two to 12-year- 
olds. In most cases of a young 
girl becoming pregnant the fa- 
ther is either the same age or 
older. 

It was onto when Emma went 


to the doctor because she felt 
unwell that she discovered she 
was pregnant. “I thought I 
might have had a bug or some- 
thing." she said. “The doctor 
said the symptoms 1 had made 
him think I was pregnant and 
the tests were positive." 


Her mother, Shirley, 46. 
and father, Ray, 49. were dev- 
astated, when they heard that 
she had been impregnated by an 
11 -year-old. First, they had 
thought the “mature-looking" 
Scan was 14 and, second, they 
bad no idea that the pair were 


having sex. “We didn’t realise 
they were sleeping together 
until Emma dropped that little 
bombshell about the baby," 
said Mr Webster. 

Six weeks on, they have ad- 
justed to the news and are im- 
pressed by the way the 
youngsters have handled the sit- 
uation. “I think they have done 
everything that could be asked 
of them,” said Mrs Webster, who 
has, with her husband, discussed 
the baby with Sean’s family. 

Sean’s mother, Theresa, is 
said to be unhappy with the sit- 
uation. She reportedly said be- 
fore disappearing to an 
unknown address: “He [Sean] 
is only a child. He doesn’t re- 
ally understand what is going on. 
This has put him under tremen- 
dous pressure. She [Emma} is 
much more mature and expe- 
rienced than him, and I worry 
as any mother would.” 

Emma, who turns 16 in No- 
vember, decided to keep the. 
baby after much soul-searching 
and counselling. Her parents 
have agreed to take financial re- 
sponsibility for the baby’s up- 
bringing; and are not expecting 
any contributions from Sean or 
his family. They do not, how- 
ever, intend to hide the situa- 
tion from the child, who would 
be told that Sean, who turns 12 
in December, was the father. 

Bedfordshire County Coun- 
cil said social workers were 
monitoring the situation. “We 
have been in contact with both 
sets of families and children in- 
volved and we are offering our 
support,” said a spokesman. 


Urgent check-up for 
ailing Saudi nurses 


Kim Sengupta and 
Steve Boggan 


Two British nurses on trial for 
murder in Saudi Arabia are to 
receive urgent medical 
treatment as signs grow that 
they have already been found 
guilty of killing an Australian 
colleague. 

Whitehall sources said yes- 
terday that the Saudi authori- 
ties have agreed to a Foreign 
Office request for Deborah 
Parry and Lucille McLauchlan 
to be seen by a British doctor 
because of their deteriorating 
physical and mental condition. 

However, while hopes were 
raised that their "harsh and 
spartan" treatment at a 
women’s prison in Damman 
might improve, their legal po- 
sition remained confused. Their 
lawyers were told last week 
that their case had been referred 
to a higher court, the Cassation 
Court, a form of appeal court, 
but they were not told why and 
they have not been told whether 
the Saudi court has reached a 
verdict. 

Ms Pany, 38, from Alton, 
Hampshire, and 31-year-old 
Ms McLauchlan, from Dundee, 
are said to be suffering from a 
number of ailments because of 
their incarceration in poor con- 
ditions since December. They 
were arrested after Yvonne 
Gilford, 55, was found stabbed 
to death at the King Fabd med- 
ical complex at Dhahran. 

Informed sources state that 
the medical checks may be the 
precursor to the two women 
being freed following a show of 
clemency by the Saudi 
monarch. 

If they have been found gumy 
of murder then the two women 
face possible death by bebead- 



Rodger Pannone, represent- 
“lt could 


Fears are growing for the 
health of Lucille McLauchlan 
(above) and Deborah Parry 



ing, whereas another verdict, 
approximating to manslaughter 
under British law, would cany 
a sentence of around five years. 
However, authorities in Riyadh, 
according to a senior source, are 
desperately keen to avoid cap- 
ital punishment. A jail sen- 
tence could lead to the women 
being freed cm medical grounds 
to receive treatment in Britain. 

At tiie moment, however, 
neither their lawyers nor the 
Foreign Office know why their 
case has been referred to' the 
Cassation Court. 


ing Miss Parry, said: 
be because the court has found 
them guilty, moving the case 
automatically one step along the 
process, or it could be that the 
judges have referred the case for 
clarification on apoint of law. 

“Neither we nor the Forth 
Office have been informed of a 
verdict.” 

If the case has been referred 
for clarification, the most like- 
ly reason is for the higher court, 
which is presided over by five 
judges, to examine an Aus- 
tralian court ruling on the case. 
Under Saudi law, all members 
of a victim’s family have the 
right to call for the death penal- 
ly, but they must be unanimous. 

The Australian court ruled 
two weeks ago that Ms Gilford's 
mother may not he well enoi 
to make such a decision, as she 
is in the advanced stages of 
Alzheimer's disease. That 
means that calls for the death 
penalty by Ms Gilford's brother, 
Frank, may not be enough in 
themselves for the court to 
allow the women to be 
beheaded. 

Members of the charged 
nurses’ families met lawyers 
and Foreign Office officials in 
Manchester yesterday but a 
Foreign Office spokesman said 
they had no more information 
about the reason for the refer- 
ral to the Cassation Court. 

A spokeswoman for the Sau- 
di embassy said she was unable 
to confirm or deny that the case 
bad.been referred to the Cas- 
sation Court. Before the women 
can be executed, the case must 
climb to a third court, the High- 
er Judicial Council, before be- 
ing put before King Fhhd for his 
approval. The whole process 
could take up to two years. 
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josses competition 

from the National Lottery. Pun- 
ters bet at fixed odds on 
whether up to five numbered 
balls will be among six chosen 
at random by a machine. 

Camelot said it Wanted to 
darifywhether a game very sim- 
ilar to the lottery should be al- 
lowed (o draw the public - and 
therefore profits - away from 
the lottery and the good caus- 
es it funds. . 

But Ronald Bartle, stipendi- 
ary magistrate, said: “The pre- 
dominant aspects of 49s are of- 
betting and not a lottery." 

He rejected Cunelofs claims 
that legal costs should be met 
from the public purse. . The 
company lad daimed it was try- 
ing io clarify a legal principle. 

Mr Bartle said: “I can’t help . 
coming to the view that this case 
was essentially about a com- 
mercial matter, fundamentally 
whether betting shops should be 


allowed to draw punters away 
from Camelot 1 don't think that 
this type of action should be fi- 
nanced by the taxpayer.” 

- Camelot had previously 
failed to persuade the Director 
.- of Public Prosecutions and the 
Attorney General to investigate 
the game. Customs and Excise 
and the Gaming Board had also 
advised that ho public prose- 
cution should be launched. 

• Mr Barde ordered Camelot to 
-pay the bookmakers’ oosts of 
£305,000. as well as then: own le- 
gal costs, which he indicated 
would match those of the book- 
makers. He said his ruling on 
costs was influenced by 
Camelot's decision to Bring a 
prosecution against expert advice. 

Afterwards, John Brown, 
managing, director of W illiam 
HD1 and chairman of 49s Ltd, 
saidhe was delighted. “49s has 
been of some help to the book- 
makfog industry in helping us to 
reduce the damage done to 
our business by the lottery.” 
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McAlpine’s Fusiliers are on the march back 
to the old country lured by higher wages 



CONSTRUCTION WORKERS 


rum 


We need yon 
back in Ireland 
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A boom in the Irish building trade 
has brought reverse migration 


Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 

Louise Hancock aid 
Lucy McDonald 

London 

Building sites in Britain face an 
acute shortage of skilled labour 
as the Irish army of “MicAlpine's 
Fusiliers” is hired home by high- 
er wages in Ireland's booming 
construction sector. 

The reverse migration, of 
Irish building workers who 
would traditionally have looked 
to this side of the Irish Sea for 
work, is now set to accelerate. 

Official figures published yes- 
terday indicate that the Irish 
construction boom will run un- 
til at least 2003 following a 50 
per cent surge in output be- 
tween 1994 and 1996. Not for 
nothing is Dublin known as 
"Crane City”. 

The move back across the 
Irish Sea has been encouraged 
by Dublin-based firms in recent 
months through an advertising 
campaign funded by their em- 
ployers’ association in Britain's 
Irish publications. The move 
drew 3,000 responses. 

The Irish Republic’s envi- 
ronment minister, Noel 
Dempsey, said on-site employ- 
ment in Ireland jumped dra- 


matically from 71,000 two years 
ago to about 93,000 in Apnl this 
year. He said “output growth 
was unprecedented in the his- 
tory or the state, and un- 
matched in any other EU 
member”. He envisages that the 
on-site jobs total would pass 
100,000 in 2000. 

Construction sources said 
the projections were, if anything, 
too cautious, putting this year’s 
output rise at 8 per cem when 
the real figure may come clos- 
er to 10 per cenL 

The boom is across a range 
of areas, from major office pro- 
jects, new hotels, increased 
council house building, and a 
surge in new private housing 
prompted by the Republic's 
sustained period of low interest 
rates (underpinned for nine 
years of wage accords with 
unions) and rising employment. 
More than £5 00m has been in- 
vested innewcity^cemre apart- 
ment blocks since the late 
1980s. Road-building has had 
several years of European 
Union-assisted expansion. 

The figures from the Irish 
Department of Environment 
also point to strong a con- 
struction performance in 1998 
and 1999, though sligh tly below 
this year's exceptional growth. 





Reach for the sky: Dublin's skyline is dotted with cranes as a result of its building boom. Above left: An advert in a British-based Irish newspaper Main photograph: Cyril Byrne 


Irish navvies have long been 
an institution on building sites 
in the South of England, with 
family networks helping find 
work for the steady How of mi- 
grants over the decades. 

London's Irish builders en- 
tered the national culture with 
songs in their honour, notably 
the rousing “McAJpiae’s 
Fusiliers,” sung by Rotmie Drew • 
and The Dubliners. 

However, the flow of Irish 
labour out of Britain, including 
skilled bricklayers, plasterers 
and load movers, has account- 
ed for about 2,000 of the extra 
8,000 employed in building in 
Ireland tms year compared with 
1996, according to Liam Kelle- 
her, director-general of Ire- 


land's Construction Industry 
Federation. “That’s just the 
contracting [building] side, and 
doesn’t include architects and 
engineers, surveyors, estima- 
tors, project planners and IT 
staff, for whom employment has 
increased also,” Mr Kelleher 
said. They are also being tar- 
geted in Britain by Irish firms. 

“The outlook is good. People 
who emigrated in during the 
boom years in the UK in the late 
Eighties, are now contemplat- 
ing returning when they're get- 
ting married and having kids.” 

That past trend means the 
typical Irish worker in Britain 
is likely to be slightly older than 
those who took site work dur- 
ing the German boom, after the 


Berlin Wall came down in 1989. 

An estimated 500,000 work- 
ers left the British construction 
sector following the end of the 
Eighties boom. The precise 
numbers of returned Insh em- 
igrants among that total is hard 
to determine. Many projects are 
short-term and may not in- 
volve permanent moves back. 

Neglect of training in Ireland 
during the past 10 to 15 years 
has left many unemployed with- 
in Ireland unqualified to take up 
current vacancies, according to 
Paddy O’Shaugbncssy of the 
Dublin-based Building and 
Allied Trades Union. 

He claimed that Irish builders 
advertising in Britain “was a bit 
of a gimmick, as we found that. 


while the industry was in a good 
state, much against the percep- 
tion of an acute skills shortage 
there was actually a surplus of 
bricklayers in the Dublin area 
early this year.” 

Mr O'Shaughnessy said the 
appearance of English-based 
workers in Dublin, some with 
only slight family connections, 
had occurred only once before 
during the Irish boom in the late 
Seventies. “Sisks, one of the 
biggest contractors here, re- 
cruited a lot of briddayersin the 
North-west of England. The 
[Irish] employers simply haven't 
oeen recruiting enough young 
people to the trades, of brick- 
laying and plastering." 

In Dublin, under productiv- 


ity-related terms, those trades 
can now earn rates of £500 a 
week, slightly ahead of British 
levels - £11 an hour for brick- 
layers against £9.50 an hour in 
Britain. 

John Ring, business manag- 
er of Luton-based sub-con- 
tractors Murtagh. said: “People 
from all over the UK are gomg 
over to Ireland: for the money 
and quality of life. There is a 
phenomenal amount of build- 
ing work going on at the mo- 
ment, partly funded by the EU. 
particularly roads. 

“From 1996 we noticed ads 
in Construction News and the 
[London] Evening Standard ask- 
ing people to return to Ireland. 
It has caused a problem here 


without a doubt The construc- 
tion industry is out of the re- 
cession and apprenticeships 
were cut during the recession, 
therefore we don’t have the new 
workers coming through,- but 
now we don't have labour to ac- 
commodate this. Plus, workers 
are heading to Germany.” 1 

Keith Banbury, chief execu- 
tive of the Chartered Institute 
of Building, said the boom 
economy in Dublin has meant 
that “the construction skill 
trades are getting better than aw 
erage money in Dublin at the 
moment. That is having a 
knock-on effect in terms of 
skfllahoTtages in the UK main- 
land. People will go where the 
money is.” 
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in to cricket 
academy row 
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for'Mvrnoiith Thl LhH; i-ISnS^JSr* "7 “ m captain -lames Cook’s ship, Endeavour, out of Falmouth harbour yesterday bound 

for Plymouth. The ship is touring Britain and has sailed from Captain Cook’s birthplace in the North-east Photo&aph: F^ulArmi^ 


Steve Boggan 

John Major joined in the row 
over Labour’s decision to 
exdude cricket from its planned 
academy of sporting excellence 
yesterday, describing the move 
as “a huge error” that could lead 
to the game being ambushed by 
satellite television. 

The former prime minister 
spoke out with the support of 
Conservative Central Office af- 
ter returning from holiday in 
France and reading of the plans 
with dismay. 

Mr Major, a devoted and 
knowledgeable cricket inn, is- 
sued a statement in which be 
said Labour's plans for tbe 
£100m centre to concentrate on 
Olympic and non-commercial 
sports instead of rugby, cricket 
and football showed how little 
the Government knew about 
the country's sporting heritage. 

Yesterday, Chris Smith, the 
Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport, met Lord 
MacLaurin, chairman of the 
English Cricket Board, in an at- 
tempt to defuse what is grow- 
ing into a major embarrassment 
for the Government. Lord 
MacLaurin had challenged Mr 
Smith to remove cricket from 


Children promised 
« new era in help for 
learning problems 


Health service chiefs yesterday 
announced a unique one-stop 
treatment centre for children 
with learning difficulties. 

From next month, young- 
sters with dyslexia and dysprax- 
ia wfll,-for the first time, be able 
to receive all their health and 
educational care under one 
roof. 

Experts hope the opening of 
The' Dyscoveiy Centre in 
Cardiff, funded by the private 
health care company HealthcaO, 
will mark the start of a new era 
of improved services for these 
children and their families. 

Up to 10 percent of children 
in the United Kingdom suffer 
from dyspraxia or “clumsy child 
disorder” which causes prob- 
lems in language, perception 
and though L However, the level 
of awareness of the condition 
still remains low. 

One in 25 people is dyslexic 


- a difficulty in reading and 
spelling caused by a condition 
of the brain - and this is more 
common in boys than girls. 

In the future, the company 
plans to open a network of 
centres around Britain. 

Dr Amanda Kirby, director 
of The Dyscoveiy Centre, said: 
“The launch of The Dyscoveiy 
Centre, the first of its kind, is 
in response to an acute short- 
age of service provision for 
those who encounter special 
learning difficulties. 

“We believe that a one-stop 
shop for assessment, treatment 
and support for children, ado- 
lescents and parents is long 
overdue.” 

Healthcail decided to set up 
the centre in a bid to boost the 
support and help available for 
children with learning difficul- 
ties and their families. 

Treatment can be gained 


through self-referral, or GPs 
can buy the service for their 
patients. 

Currently, children with 
learning difficulties can have 
treatment in a variety of dif- 
ferent settings and some have 
to travel long distances to get 
the care they need. 

At the centre, a team of 
educational psychologists, 
speech and language therapists, 
occupational therapists, behav- 
ioural optometrists, physio- 
therapists and medalist teachers 
will work together to provide ! 
assessment and treatment. 

So far, six staff have been 
signed up but Dr Kirby expects 
that number to rise once the 
centre is up and running. 

She said: “We have had a lot 
of calls already from parents of 
children with learning difficul- 
ties who are interested in bring- 
ing them to the centre.” 


Welsh rivals squabble 

over campaign cash 


Tbny Heath 

Rival groups in tbe Welsh 
devolution campaigns yesterday 
turned their attention to finan- 
cial, matters as disagreements 
surfaced over the amount of 


Wales” campaign has already 
raised £90,000. Yesterday the 
campaign took space in the 
Cardiff-based Western Mail to 
appeal for more. Apart from a 
£20,000 grant from the Joseph 
Rown tree Reform Trust to meet 
set-up costs, tbe campaign has 
relied on contributions from 
members of the public. 


DAILY POEM 


To Christ 

By Maureen Sangster 

Oh Christ, ye're juist a meenister 
ye’re nae bloody eese tae me 
winna come an mak 
ma mi the r s tea 

a stuck up little mann ie 
hjwjdn oot yer words o Love 
for God’s sake, come doon tae earth 
an wear the wen glove 

fit wve is this, Messiah, 
ffiat l maun lose ma life 
carin for ma mitfaer • 
fan ma brither’s got - a wife . 

jf ye’d come roon on Sunday 

gj e c “ho a t o e Sto the commode 
an you wid understand 

ma life is juist a constan , t roon 

It'S a mystery nae revealed 

^Sf&K^p“ bushedtv 

at? 4 . 95 . - 


The “No” campaign is back- 
ed by the millioiiaire Sir Julian 
Hodge from his home in Jersey. 
Its spokesman, Matthew Gun- 
ther-BusheU, declined to reveal 
the extent of Sir Julian's gen- 
erosity: “We have received a 
modest contribution from him. 
Full accounts will be published 
after the 18 September refer- 
endum,” he said. 

Leighton Andrews, for tbe 
“Yes” campaign, which, like its 
rival, receives no public fund- 
ing, said It appeared that the 
"No" camp’s benefactor was 
spending freely. “We are seek- 
ing an additional £20,000 to 
counter the propaganda that is 
coming out We do not have a 
wealthy tax exOe to bankroll our 
efforts to bring greater democ- 
racy to Woles,” he said. 

Peter Ham, the Welsh Office 
minister, was on the campaign 
trail again yesterday. He toured 
the Smith Whies valleys, visitine 




Blackwood, Newbridge arid 
Pcmtypool to build on what he 
described as the success of a 
foray in the Rhondda last week. 

“People have a chance to 
help defeat the Tbries for a 
second time and win a ‘Yes” 
vote next month," the minster 
said. 

In North Wales, Jeff Rooker 
forsook his Birmingham Petty 
Barr constkuerfcy to team up 
with Martyn Jones, the MP for 
Owyd South. They spent some 
of their time in Llangollen 
where at this time- of- the year 
tourists outnumber the focal 

people. 

Mr Jones said: “An assembly 
wffl make sure that North Wiles, 
.is not.neglected as it was by 
previous governments." 


the protected list of sports that 
must remain on terrestrial tele- 
vision if it was to be excluded 
from the academy. That way, 
cricket could afford to fund its 
own academy, he said. 

On the BBC Radio 4’s Today 
programme, Mr Smith refused 
to rule out that option, causing 
consternation among armchair 
cricket fans who do not have 
satellite dishes and leading 
some observers to question 
Tony Blair’s continuing cosy 
relationship with Rupert Mur- 
doch, owner of the BSkyB satel- 
lite television company. 

In his statement, Mr Major 
said: “The Labour Govern- 
ment have made a huge error 
in excludin g cricket, rugby and 
football. They should admit 
their mistake now and reverse 
the policy before it makes a 
mockery of our nation's sport- 
ing ambitions. 

“What the Labour Govern- 
ment has done is to take out 
those sports which are at the 
heart of the nation. The pride 
that the whole nation feels over 
the success of the British Lions 
and our teams at Euro 96 
should be recognised through a 
place in the sporting academy.” 

During ms meeting with 


Lord MacLaurin, Mr Smith 
said cricketers would be allowed 
to use some of the academy’s fa- 
cilities - such as sports science 
and medicine — and he invited 
the En glish Cricket Board to ap- 
ply for lottery money to fond its 
own academy. The ECB had al- 
ready published blueprints for 
a centre of excellence. 

Mr Major, however, was not 
impressed “The offer of future 
fotteiy money is simply a figleaf 
to cover their embarrassment at 
excluding this sport from the 
academy," be said. 

After his meeting with the 
ECB, Mr Smith said he planned 
to meet the authorities again 
with tbe English Sports Coun- 
cil to discuss the cricket acad- 
emy plans forward. “The board 
have also promised to let me 
have .their views on the review 
of the current list of sporting 
events made available for gen- 
eral free to air broadcast,” he 
said. “We are both agreed that 
a proper balance has to be 
struck between tbe interests of 
television viewers who want to 
see world-class cricket and the 
interests of cricket as a game in 
securing its fair share of its 
financial potential.” 

Sport and nati onalism, page 15 
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Embarrassed 


Australia tries 


to calm South 


Pacific storm 


Robert NGHBcen 

Sydney 


As Alexander Downer. Aus- 
tralia's Foreign Minister, em- 
barked on a visit to the South 
Pacific, his mandarins at home 
were preparing to discipline two 
officia Is yesterday over the pub- 
lication of a highly secret gov- 
ernment document whose 
instilling comments about Aus- 
tralia's Pacific neighbours, in- 
cluding New Zealand, have 
severely embarrassed Canberra. 

Prepared by officials in the 
capital, drawing on Australia's in- 
telligence agencies and marked 
“top secret”, the document de- 
scribed some Pacific island na- 
tion political leaders as “crooks", 
“drunks” and “lickspittle", and 
made disparaging comments 


about New Zealand's role and 
influence in the Pacific region. 

The document was drawn up 
as a confidential briefing paper 
for Australian ministers at- 
tending a conference, in north- 
ern Queensland last month, of 
finance ministers from member 
countries of the South Pacific 
Forum. It has so infuriated Fiji 
that the country's new Foreign 
Minister, Berenado Vunibobo, 
announced before Mr Downer’s 
departure for the Pacific last Sat- 
urday that he would refuse to 
receive him. The document 
made uncomplimentary remarks 
about Mr Vunibobo personally 
and about his political style. 

Mr Vunibobo relented only 
after pressure from Sitiveni 
Rabuka. Prime Minister of Fiji 

Ten years after leaving the 


diplomatic breach. 
Mr Downer, thor 
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Plea to join France 
fells on deaf ears 


Papeete (Reuters) — Following 
the lead of unhappy residents 
of the Comoros group, some 
dissatisfied denizens of French 
Polynesia are now seeking clos- 
er ties to France for their island. 

Laden Kimitete. mayor of 
the South Pacific island of Nokn 
Hiva, urged Paris at the week- 
end to transform the Marquesas 
islands, part of the semi-au- 
tonomous French Polynesia, into 
a full-fledged part of France as 
an overseas department. 

“Polynesia's autonomous sta- 
tus does not inspire oar confi- 
dence. There is a risk, in our eyes, 
that the territory could become 
independent,” Mr Kimitete told 


Jean-Jack Queynmne, French 
junior minister for overseas 
territories. But Mr Queynmne 
Hath* ruled out departmental sta- 
tus for Nukn Hiva. 

Support for complete Inde- 
pendence from France is con- 
fined to a vocal minority in 
French Polynesia, which is 
heavily dependent on FYench fi- 
nancial support. Department 
status would mean significant- 
ly more aid for the island group. 

Two of the three Indian 
Ocean islands of the Islamic 
Republic of Comoros have re- 
cently declared their indepen- 
dence from the republic and 
asked to return to French rule. 
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The warm feeling that your family is financially well protected if you 
die, but little else. Your life premiums look after their future, not yours. 


The Cash-Back Term Assurance policy from Zurich Municipal is very 
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Pieter Popham takes a literary ride into Eastern 


culture with an old India 


Commonwealth , Fiji is seeking 
re-admission at the Common- 
wealth heads of government 
meeting in Edinburgh in Octo- 
ber. Its acceptance requires 
unanimous endorsement from 
Commonwealth members. Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand have 
signalled their willingness to 
support Fiji's re-admission, and 
Fiji is anxious not to upset its 
chances tty risking a further 


Mr Downer, though, will be 
welcomed in Suva, the Fiji cap- 
ital, through gritted teeth. 
Asked about the row before he 
left Australia at the weekend, be 
said: “[Mr Vunibobo] wants to 
put the whole issue of the South 
Pacific documents behind him 
and that is certainly the view of 
the Prime Minister of Fiji We 
are delighted that the Fiji gov- 
ernment is taking that con- 
structive view, and 1 think that 
all goes very well for my visit." 

The document’s contents ap- 
peared in Australian newspa- 
pers after three journalists 
arrived to register at the July 
conference in Cairns. When 
an official went. to obtain their 
media passes, the journalists 
noticed documents on the table 
and picked them up, assuming 
they were press releases. 

The document asserted that 
New Zealand wanted “to dif- 
ferentiate itself from Australia" 
and “to act in ways which com- 
plicate Australian diplomacy”. 
It added that “ many officials and 
politicians in Wellington [the 
capital] still like to believe that 
New Zealand, because of its 
smaller size, [and] links to Poly- 
nesia ... is part of the Pacific in 
a way that Australia is not". 

The Marshall Islands, acting 
chairman of the forum, and the 
Federated States of Micronesia 
were headlined as “Imprudent 
Micronesians". The Cook Is- 
lands and Nauru were in a cat- 
egoiy called “Bottom of the 
[economic] heap”. Papua New 
Guinea, Australia's northern 
neighbour, was lumped with two 
other nations under a heading 
“Melanesian Mayhem". 

The decision to discipline 
tbe Canberra officials came 
after an inquiry into the affair 
headed tty Australia’s inspector- 
general of intelligence and 
security. The Australian press 
has described tbe affair as Aus- 
tralia's most serious security 
blunder in years. 





Staying on: Nigel Hankm, who has lived in India since 1945, riding in a rickshaw in Old Delhi and, below, with a copy of his book, Hanktyn-Janktytt , 
a glossary and cultural discourse on the subcontinent, which is in its third eefition Photographs: Andrew Buurman 


Going doolaUy in Delhi with a 


cushy number, a glass of simkin 


and a plate of rumble tumble 


Fifty years after Independence, the 
human relics of the British Raj, those 
who have hung on in India ever since, 
are few. 

Far all its Haz/iing h uman variety, 
India had no natural space for 
permanent white residents: their 
connection to tbe colonial power was so 
close that, once the Raj had gone, most 
British people soon followed. The only 
group with an ostensibly closer bond to 
the country, the Anglo-Indians, also 
migra ted m masse after Independence, 
many of them to Australia. 

So Nigel Hankin, who has been 
living in Delhi since 1945, is an 
exceptional figure. A tail, bony, 
immensely vigorous man, Hankin was 
bom in Sussex in 1920. He spent the 
war in the Army in Britain and North 
Africa, and first arrived in India in 


July 1945, en route to Burma. The war 
ended before he could get there. 


ended before he could get there, 
however, and instead he settled in 


Delhi, working for 10 years in private 
| business, and for the subsequent 20 in 
the British High Commission, “which 
is near enough Britain", he says. 
“Through all those formative years 1 
was completely sheltered from India." 

But, one day, during his years at the 
High Commission, a seed was 
‘ planted. A doctor, Sidney Hamilton, 
newly arrived in Delhi to work at the 
High Commission, gave Hankin a list 
of some 20 words which he had 
encountered in Delhi's English 
newspapers: what did they mean? 

“His problem." Hankin writes in 
the Preface of his book Hanktyn- 
Jankfyn, which has just been published 
in its third edition, “was nothing new: 
alm ost 150 years ago Sir Charles 
Napier had a similar difficulty: 

*1844, Headquarters, Kurrachee, 
12th February. 

The Governor unfortunately does 
not understand Hindostanee, nor 
Persian, nor Mahratta, nor any other 
eastern dialect. He, therefore, will 
feel particularly obliged to ... officers 
... to indite their various papers in 
English, larded with as small a portion 
of the to him unknown tongues as 
they conveniently can. instead of 
those he generally receives - namely 
Hindostanee larded with occasional 
words in English'." 

Hankm set out to answer Dr 
Hamilton’s questions, and ended up 
with a life’s work. Hankhm-Jankfyn. 
inspired by Sir Henry Yule's mid- 
Victorian Hobson-Jobson. is a glossary 
of words, some Hindi or Urdu, some 
English, some hybrids, some Indian 
coinages, which the British visitor will 
meet if he stays long enough. 

For this purpose the book is 



‘In every respect the book is the essential 
companion for a griffin (a newly arrived 
European unused to the ways of the East)’ 


invaluable. Non-English terms spatter 
the pages of India's English 
newspapers. Entire front-page stories 
can lunge on a term that leaves the 
visitor completely blank: the 


application try Bihar’s notoriously 
corrupt chief minister, Laloo Yad: 


corrupt chief minister. Laloo Yadav, 
for "anticipatory bail”, for example. 
Hankin gets to the meat of Lhe matter 
at once. “A provision unique in the 
world's judicial codes, whereby in 
anticipation of a criminal accusation, 
a person may apply to a court for bail: 


if granted and the charge is made, he 
will be exempt from police custody.’' 

But Hanktyn-Jankh/n is much more 
than just a glossary. Hankin is not an 
academic, and is answerable to no one 
but himsclt and his book is a 
picaresque collation of rambles 
through the British experience of the 
subcontinent. So we leant about the 
thugees. the gangs of brigands whose 
deeds of ritual strangulation horrified 
Victortan readers, and who were put 
down through the efforts of Major 


left m Delhi to carry it out. 
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General Sir William Sleeman. But we 
also learn that one village in the heart 
of Thug country renamed itself 
Sleemanbad in gratitude, and that as 
recently as 1989 that was still its name. 
Hankin tells us the origin of pariah — 
an outcast group of drummers in tbe 
south - but also describes the pariah- 
kite, “the bazaar-scavenging raptor 
and scourge of New Delhi’s winter 
garden luncheon parties”. 

Hankin has mined a fabulously rich 
seam. He tells us about the origins of 
chit, loofah, bungalow and kedgeree. 
He lakes us through such miseries of 
the subcontinent as the “brainfever 
bird", the hawk cuckoo “whose loud 
screaming call, said by the British to 
be "brain-fever, brain-fever’ is 
repeated all day ... during the hot 
weather” , and tbe bandicoot, the 
“large and destructive rat ... almost a 
metre in length, which can get through 
a bnck wall”, and “doolally” from the 
place above Bombay where “those due 
for repatriation on medical grounds 
awaited the troopship”, and which 
became British soldier slang for 
insanity. But he also gives us nice 
words: cushy, f or example, from the" 
Urdu khush, meaning “happy”, 

rumble tumble (scrambled eggs) and 

smkm (Indian servants’ pronunciation 
of “champagne"). 

Long residence here has left 

Hankin not jaded but scrupulously ■ 

fair, he even has a good word for the 
pi-dogs that skulk around this 

la newly arrived European unused to 
the ways of the East"). Snlrin^ 

, £ ®* cinatin g fours around 
Lteihi, but you can’t enjoy one of 

3 good sec 0011 best. 
The only thing wrong with the 
book, in fact, is that it is published by 

kcS?n " Ual r ? ders in Britain. Bit it 
0 L rc of a problem for Hankin 
he has not ’■ 
{!? "f 1 a , .Sfcfcment or a single raise 
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Eight killed 
as rockets 
bombard 
S Lebanon 


Beirut — It was the bloodiest day since the 
Israeli massacre at Qana 16 months ago- a 
young man and his sister blown apart by a 
bomb - almost certainly left by the Hizbol- 
lab - and then, within two hours, the 
shellmg and slaughter of six civilians and the 
wounding of another 44 io Lebanon’s sec- 
ond city of Sidon by members of Israel's 
proxy “South Lebanon Army" (SLA) mili- 
tia. By nightfall yesterday - after promises 
of revenge from the Hizbollah's south 
Lebanon commander - Katyusha rockets 
were exploding across the "capita!" of Is- 
rael’s occupation zone in Marayoun and in 
the mountain town of Jezztnc. where another 
civilian was reported killed. 

The Israelis hastily but vainiv tried to shiu« 
off responsibility for the Sidon killing^ 
claiming that their troops were not involved 
in the artillery bombardment of the city. The 
mortar shells that crashed onto the busy af- 
ternoon shopping streets, however, were fired 
by the SLA, which is commanded, paid, uni- 
formed and armed by the Israelis. That the 
militia’s discipline long agn crumbled does 
not -as the Lebanese were pointing out last 
night - absolve Israel of responsibility for the 
SLA's actions. The shells they directed at 
Sidon were proximity rounds, designed to 
cause amputation wounds, and were of the 
same type as those fired into the refugees at 
Qana by the Israeli army last year. 

There was ample reason to expect SLA 
retaliation yesterday. The couple killed ear- 
lier- 16-year old Jean Nasr and his 12-year 
old sister -were the children of a senior SLA 
officer, Assad Nasr, who was himself blown 
up this year by the Hizbollab in Jezzine. Al- 
though the roadside bomb bad probably been 
planted days ago. the HizboUah were almost 
certainly responsible. 

Visiting the wards of three hospitals in 
Sidon where at least 36 civilians were be- 
ing treated for wounds, Sbeikb NabiJ 
Qaouk, the HizboUah 's commander in 
southern Lebanon, made it all too dear what 
would follow the Sidon deaths. “Either we 
have security on both sides or we have none,’’ 
he said angrily. 'The resistance will not be 


Robert Fisk on 

Hizbollah’s war with 
Israel’s proxy army 

silent and its response will he harsh and 
painful." A few minutes later, Katyusha rock- 
ets began falling on Marayoun and Jezzine. 
At least 10 explosions in the forraercity sent 
dozens of Lebanese Christian civilians flee- 
ing their homes to seek shelter with Nor- 
wegian soldiers of the nearby United 
Nations peace-keeping battalion. 

And so, after the briefest of ceasefires, 
southern Lebanon was yesterday again on 
the edge of open war. The live-power truce 
committee, which met last week to condemn 
both Israel and the HizboUah for recent 
ceasefire violations, is already collapsing 
amid increasing acrimony. At its latest 
meeting. General David Tzur, the Israeli del- 
egate, approached General Adrian Ballou], 
the Syrian representative, with a suggestion 
that the United States and French delegates 
to the committee should be ignored in re- 
solving further problems. General Bailout 
exploded in anger and threatened to walk 
out of the committee - a step only avoid- 
ed after Dennis Ross, President Bill Clin- 
ton’s senior Middle East negotiator, 
apparently pleaded with Mr Balloul on the 
telephone to remain in his seat. 

The SLA has been suffering increasing ns 
verses over the past six months. Up to one- 
third of its militia have deserted to the Beirut 
government or to rite HizboUah guerrilla 
movement while its existing ranks are packed 
with informers. In some military positions, 
the SLA are even foiwamed to leave their 
fortresses by the HizboUah - so that only Is- 
raeli occupation troops should fall victim to 
mortar attacks. The SLA’s actions yesterday, 
however, are going to draw the Israelis back 
into the war since no one. least of all the 
HizboUah. is going to believe lhai the Israelis 
do not control their own proxy militia. 



Bloody revenge: A man and his mother running to escape the shelling of Sidon by Israel’s proxy South Lebanon 
Army yesterday. At least eight shells hit the city, killing six people and wounding 44 Photograph: Mohamed Zatari/AP 


Netanyahu 
releases 
withheld 
tax revenue 

Eric Silver 

Jerusalem 

Having resisted the stick of Israeli sanc- 
tions for three weeks, the Palestinians 
were unappeased yesterday by a first 
chunk of carrot tossed their way by Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu. The Israeli Prime 
Minister announced that his Govern- 
ment was releasing 30 per cent of the 
tax revenues withheld from Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian Authority since the 
30 July suicide bombing which killed 
14 Israeli civilians in a Jerusalem mar- 
ket. The ban on up to 100,000 Pales- 
tinian day labourers crossing to Israel 
remains in force, however. 

Israel collects about $500ra a year in 
VAT income and other taxes on Mr 
Arafat's behalf. This covers about 55 
per cent of his budget for the two mil- 
lion Arabs of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. An Israeli statement said yes- 
terday's derision was reached following 
the Palestinians’ “partial" co-ope ra- 
tion in investigating the bombing and 
their swift arrest of three car thieves who 
murdered an Israeli taxi driver last 
week. The Palestinians have also giv- 
en Israel samples from a Hamas bomb 
factory uncovered near Jerusalem. 
Israeli forensic scientists are now 
checking whether the explosives were 
the same as those used in the market 
attack. 

Han an Ashrawi. a Palestinian Cab- 
inet Minister, accused Mr Netanyahu 
of continuing to behave like an occu- 
pying power. “We are still demanding 
the release of all the funds and an end 
to the closure," she said. “These are 
Palestinian funds. They cannot use our 
money as a means of intimidation and 
coercion." 

The Israelis insist, however, that the 
threat of terrorism leaves them with no 
choice. “We have to fight terror," Moshe 
Fogel, a government spokesman, said. 
“We expect the same of the Palestin- 
ian authority. At the first sign of co- 
operation, we have responded in kind." 

The Israeli insurance industry is 
waiting, meanwhile, to see whether 
co-operation in combating the cross- 
border trade in stolen cars will continue. 
The Insurance Agents’ Association 
reported yesterday that 21,448 cars were 
Stolen in the last six months, a 29 per 
cent increase on 19%. The Association's 
executive director. Moshe Ben-Eliez- 
er, estimates that thieves will have tak- 
en 45,000 vehicles by the year-end. 



Yeltsin ready to negotiate 
Chechen autonomy 

Chechen leader Aslan Maskhadov said yesterday that he 
was pleased with talks with Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and said he had high hopes of negotiating formal 
independence for his breakaway republic. 

“Today I saw in Boris Nikolayevich a man who is really 
aware of the need to solve the problems of the last 400 
years," Mr Maskhadov said. Russian news agencies earlier 
quoted Mr Yeltsin as saying he was ready to negotiate a 
long-term political deal with Chechnya, suggesting wide- 
reaching autonomy along the lines ot that granted in 1994 
to Tatarstan, a mainly Moslem republic, like Chechnya, on 
the Volga River in central Russia. Reuters - Moscow 

Armed gangs attack in Freetown 

Clashes broke out between civilians and hundreds of 
former rebel fighters who armed themselves with 
machetes, grenades and automatic rifles to prevent a 
march in the Sierra Leone capital by opponents of a May 
coup. Civilians fled to escape the gangs who now call 
themselves the People’s Army and work alongside junta 
soldiers and police. There were no immediate reports of 
casualties, but many people were beaten, kicked and 
thrown into military vehicles. AP - Freetown 

False Algerian police kill family 

A croup of armed men discuised as policemen set upa 
fa]£ roadblock, then kfllcd a family of seven in western 
KtS.No one claimed responsibifity for die attack near 
rw, hut it bore the hallmarks of Islamic militants. 

Mltotad pm 3 note on behest of 
5S victims, warning of -new acs of 
against the impious ones . 

Cambodia’s king says he’ll stay 

§ 

Kenya death toll rises to 35 
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BAfHons) Business Computing with a Language 

BAfHons) Computer Studies (1 year top-up progr am me) 

BScfHons) Computing 

Business Computing Foundation Studies 

BTEC HND Business Inform a ti o n Technology 

BTE C HND Business tofomnation Technology for Returners 

BTEC HND Computing 

BTEC HND Computing for Returners 

BAfHons) Global Infor ma ti o n Systems 

BAfHons) Inter a ctive Media 

BSc(Hons) In for mati on Technology 

BScfHons) Technology Management 


HELPLINE 0191515 3002 


OPEN DAY 

21st August 1997 
10am - 3pm 

One-stop Shop 
St Peter's Riverside Campus 

(Open Day information 0191 515 3000) 


Mnwry 

BA/BScfHons) 

BAfHons) 


Secondary 

BA (Hons) 

BA/BScfHons) 

BAfHons) 

BAfHons) 

BA/BScfHons) 

TWo year 

progra mm es 

BA(Hors) 

BA/BScfHons) 

BA/B3c(Hons) 

BScfltons) 

BA(Hons) 

BA(Hons) 

BScfHons) 

Postgraduate 
Certificates 
in Educ a t i on 


Information Technology Key stage 213 
Education (3 year programme) Code XG6M 
Key stage 2/3 Education (Maths, Science or 
Technology) - acca tarale d 2 year degree for 
KNQ/C or equivalent applicants only 

Business Education (4 year programme) 
Technology Education (4 year ) 

Geography Education (3 year) 

Religious Education (3 year) 

Inf or mation Technology Education 
(3 year) Code XGT7JA 

These require an HNDfC for entry 
Business Education (2 year) 

Information Technology Education (2 year) 
Technology Education (2 year) 

Mathematics Education (2 year) 

Modem Foreign Languages Education 
(2 year) 

Music Education (2 year) 

Science Education (2 year) 

M ath e m atic s , Modern Foreign Languages, 
Design Technology, Chemistry and Physics, 
Music, Religious Education 


HELPLINES 0191 515 2367/2457 


ENGINEERING & ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 


BEngfHonsyWEng Automation & Mechatronics 

(with Management) (with Language) 
BEng(HonsyKEng Auto moti ve Design & Manufacture 
BEngfHonsyMEng Communications & Electronic Engineering 
BEngfKonsyMEng Computer Systems Engineering 
BEngfKonsyMEng Electrical A Electronic Engineering 
BEng(Hons)AIEng Engineering 
BEngfHon&yMEng Europe an Studies in 
& DIP-fNG ' Mechanical Engineering 

BEngfHonsyMEng Manufacturing Engineering 

(with Management) (with Language) 
BEngfHonsyMEng Mechanical Engineering 

(with Management) (with Language) 
BScfHons) Product Design Management 

BScfHons) Product Design 

BScfHons) Media Systems 

BTEC HND Electrical and Electronic Engineering 

BTEC HMD Mechanical & Manufacturing Engineering 

Extended Engineering Degree Programme-available for all Bra 
above programmes 

HELPLINE 0191 515 3003 






! ENVIRONMENT 1 

BTEC HND 

Applied Biology 

BScfHons) 

Applied Geology 

BScfHons) 

Countryside Recreation & Leisure 

BScfHons) 

Engineering Geology 

BScfHons) 

Environmental Biology 

BScfHons) 

Environmental Geology 

BTEC HND 

Environmental Management 

BScfHons) 

Environmental Geotechnics & Water Resourc 

BScfHons) 

Environmental Protection & Sustainability 

BScfHons) 

Environmental Studies 

BA/BSc(Hons) 

Geography 

BScfHons) 

Tourism Development Studies 

HELPLINE 

0191 515 3007 

HEALTH SCIENCES 

BTEC HND 

Applied Biology (Brewing) 

BScfHons) 

Applied Microbiology 

BScfHons) 

Bfologieaf Science 

BScfHons) 

Biomedical Sciences 

BScfHons) 

Chetmcal and Pharmaceutical Science 

BA/BScfHons) 

Health Studies 

Dip/BScfHons) 

Nursing 

BScfHons) 

Pharmacology 

MPharmfHons) 

Pharmacy 

BScfHons) 

Physiology 

BScfHons) 

Psychology 

BA/BScfHons) 

Sports Science 

HELPLINE 

0191 515 3006 

(pharmacy 

0191 515 3010) 

1 SOCIAL & INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 1 

BA (Hons) 

European Studies 

BAfHons) 

Historical Studies 

BAfHons) 

Social Science 

BAfHons) 

Social Science (Applied) 

BAfHons) 

Sociology 

BAfHons) 

Community & Youth Work - dkect entry Year 3 ft 


efiptoma hofcfera 

BAfHons) 

Social Work - direct entry Year 3 tor 

HELPLINE 

0191 515 3005 

1 JO 

!NT HONOURS SCHEME j 


BA/BSc (Hons) A fully modular programme offering a wide 
range of subjects in a variety of combinations: 

• American Studies • Biology (laerobiotogy Biochemistry; Ecology) 

• Business Law ■ BusSwss Studtas • Chesnfary * Comparative Ufcnrtura 

■ Computing' * Economics • Education A Haloing ■ English 

• European Studtes • French • Gender Buses • Geography • Geology 

■ Gorman ■ History ■ Htetory of Ait & Design - Human Resource Management 
- Marketing ■ Mathematical Sciences • lledta Studs* • Philosophy 

• Physiology • Politics • Psychology • Refigious Studios - Sociology ■ Spanish 

HELPLINE 0191515 3008 


MAKING CONTACT 

HELPLINES ARE OPEN 
Monday ■ Friday, Bam - 8pm. 
Weekends and Bank Holidays, 10am-4pm. 

FAX (all courses) - 0191 515 3009 
E-mail (all courses) - clearing@sunderland.ac.uk 
http://wvvw.sunderland.ac.uk 

SEE ALSO: TELETEXT Channel 4 Page 643 CEEFAX BBC1 Page 700 




University of 
Sunderland 


PROVIDING THE SKILLS FOR LIFELONG LEARNING 


ACCOMMODATION GUARANTEED U “ T 'L ^September 








TAILS ARE CHANGING IN SOUTH AFRICA 

It's not just our nation that has a new identity. These are the colours of the new South African Airways. 

The look reflects the colour and design of our new national flag. From now, the first of our new planes will 
be flying the spirit of our new nation to the world. For us this is more than an end, it’s a new beginning. 



South African 


AFRICA’S WARMEST WELCOME 

For details of South African Airways fares and special offers, please telephone 0171 312 5000 or 0161 834 4436, or contact your local travel agent 
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Arms sales shoot to record high 


America takes the 
lion’s share of 
$32 billion market 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

A The global arms market got 
* bigger last year and the United 
Mates remained the top 
international weapons exporter 
filing more than Britain and 
Russia combined, the two coun- 
tries which vie for second place 
But some experts believe the in- 
crease in the size of the market 
was a •blip-, rather than a re- 
versal of the trend, which has 
been steadily downwards. The 
British Defence Export Ser- 
vices Organisation (DESO) 
predicts the world market will 
continue to decline bv about 15 
per cent through to 2001). 

The news that the US re- 
mains the leader, by far. in gloh- 
. ai arms exports comes as its 



Robin Cook; Wants a more 
ethical arms export policy 

Congress prepares to finalise a 
new code of conduct on arm* 
exports . The code will deter- 
mine which countries are eligi- 
ble to receive US military 
assistance and arms transfers. 
The President will have to pro- 
vide Congress with a list of 
countries which meet required 
standards of democracy and 
human rights, which partici- 
pate in the UN register of con- 
ventional arms and are not 
engaged in acts of armed ag- 
gression. In Britain Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, re- 
cently announced a new “ethi- 
cal'’ arms export policy and 
France has written to European 


Union defence and foreign 
ministers encouraging them to 
follow Britain’s lead. But crit- 
ics of the arms trade remain 
sceptical, believing that na- 
tional interest will always over- 
ride ethical considerations. 

According to the latest report 
by the US Congressional Re- 
search Service last week, glob- 
al arms sales totalled $3I.8hn 
(£19.Sbn ). out of which sales to 
developing countries totalled 
Sl9.3fcm. 

The US sold S113bn worth 
of armaments during 1996. 
compared with Britain’s W.flbn 
and Russia's $4.6 bn. Of the US 
sales, $73bn worth - 64 per cent 
- wem to developing countries. 
Of these, the biggest customers 
were India, which bought 
S2_5hn worth of arms last year. 
Saudi Arabia with $1.9bn. 
South Korea with S1.2bn and 
Indonesia with $1 bn. There has 
been widespread concern about 
human rights in all these 
countries - particularly Saudi 
Arabia and Indonesia. 

Andy McLean, of the Safer- 
world project, which monitors 
the international arms trade, 
said “with domestic [defence] 
procurement budgets decreas- 
ing, pressures are increasing to 
export weapons to unscrupulous 
regimes. There is an urgent 
need for effective internation- 
al controls to overcome this 
problem and help ensure that 
the effects of weapons are 
considered above short-term 
commercial interests." 

Mr McLean thought the ap- 
parent increase in the global 
market was a "blip”. He said: 
“The CRS focuses on export 
agreements and not deliveries. 
The former figure is always 
higher because not everything 
agreed gets delivered." ‘ 

Russia managed higher sales 
than the US to developing 
countries in 1995. but Ricbard 
Grimmett, who wrote the re- 
port. said this also seemed to 
have been a blip because Rus- 
sia happened to have conclud- 
ed some expensive contracts 
with some developing coun- 
tries that vear. 



Boom: Asia’s tiger 
economies are 
armed to the teeth 


Taking aim: The US is file world’s biggest aims exporter but a new code of conduct may limit sales to certain nations 


The fastest growing markets for 
arms are in East Asia and on the 
Pacific Rim, where military 
spending is increasing on a par 
with the dynamic economies of 
the region. The next largest in- 
creases in military spending 
are in Latin America and 
Africa, which, are increasing 
slightly. The Middle East is ex- 
pected to remain the largest 
arms importing region - in 
ticular Egypt, Israel and 
audi Arabia, although overall 
exports to the region are 
expected to decrease, writes 
Christopher Bellamy. 

A country’s military budget 
is the best indicator of its in- 
vestment in military power - 
much more so than the size of 
navies, armies and air forces. 
This is because the smart mon- 
ey nowadays is on small but well- 
equipped forces, and large but 
ill-equipped and ill-trained 
forces are considered more of 
a liability than an asset in mod- 
em warfare - os Iraq discovered 
in the Gull' War 

The defence budgets of the 
"Tiger economies" of Asia and 
the Pacific have been rising by 
about 10 per cent per year. 
Their dynamic economies have 
enabled them to buy weapons 
from abroad and they are also 
keen to develop their own mil- 
itary industries. 

In the long term, this wfl) lim- 
it the scope for exporting arms 
to the Pacific Run and East 
Asia. In the mid-term, it will in- 
crease the scope for technolo- 
gy transfer deals, but eventually 
these will help to develop the in- 
digenous arms industries and 
eventually the scope for these, 
too, will diminish . 

Japan has shown the most 
dramatic increase in defence 
spending in the region and now 
spends more on defence than 
any other country in the world 
apart from the US and possibly 
Russia. In 1995. Japan spent 
$56bn on defence - an increase 
of one-fifth over the previous 
year-compared with $37bn for 
France and $34bn for the UK. 
Although the Japanese gov- 
ernment claims that defence 


spending is no more than 1 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
, many analysts believe the “de- 
fence" budget excludes items 
which would be classified as mil- 
itary expenditure under Nato 
definitions. 

Other countries showing a 
dramatic increase in military 
spending are China and the five 
strongest Asian economies - 
South Korea, Malaysia, Singa- 
pore, Taiwan and Thailand. 
The London-based Interna- 
tional Institute for Strategic 
Studies forecasts that all these 
countries will see a growth in 
their defence budgets of 6 to 10 
per cent per year - well in ex- 
cess of global economic growth 
rates. 

In 1995, South Korea’s mil- 


Market forces 


Tbp sellers: 

US.£7bn, UK £3bn. 
Russia £2.9bn 

Tbp buyers (developing 
countries): 

India £1-57bn. Saudi 
Arabia £1-2bn, S Korea 
£750m, Indonesia £630m 


ilary budget increased from 
$13.3 bn to $14.4bn - an 8 per 
cent rise. Singapore's budget in- 
creased by over 20 per cent, 
from $3.1 bn to $4bn, and In- 
donesia's from $23bn to $16bn 
- up 13 per cent. For compar- 
ison, India and Pakistan, which 
dominate central and South 
Asia, and both possess highly 
professional armed forces and 
are regarded as standing on the 
“nuclear threshold", have mil- 
itary budgets growing at about 
6 per cent each year. 

The markets in Latin Amer- 
ica and Africa are expected to 
expand slightly. However, the 
US has recently ended its for- 
mer ban on the export of high 
technology arms sales to Latm 
America and this could spark a 
new arms race. Chile, Argenti- 
na and Brazil are all expected 
to try to compete to preserve the 
regional balance of power. 


Military hardware that translates into hard cash 


The biggest earnings from international 
arms sales still come from big, expen- 
sive pieces of equipment sold by big, 
national arms companies with govern- 
ment support - combat aircraft which 
change hands for up to 
$40 m, ships which can cost 
$200m. and Stm for a tank. 

The biggest arms pur- 
chasers among the devel- 
oping countries, like Saudi 
Arabia, which spent $2.5bn 
last year, tend to buy this 
type of hardware. Chile is 
planning to buy $40Qm 
worth of F-1 6 jet fighters 
(right) from the US this year, 
for example. And with orders like this 
come valuable packages of training 
and support Because developing 
countries have difficulty paying for 
such equipment national governments 


need to under-write loans taken out by 
the companies selling the equipment 
as the DTi’s Export Credit Guarantee 
Department does tor British firms. 
However, systems like this are subject 



to export controls. Insurgent armies 
want light portable and simple weapons 
like rifles, mortars and rocket launch- 
ers. These are subject to weaker ex- 
port controls and are easily smuggled. 


A small operator might find ft easier to 
make money by brokering. The Mil-Tec 
scandal, which broke in November last 
year, involved a British firm organising 
the supply of arms to the former Rwan- 
dan government Arms were 
moved from Israel and Alba- 
nia via Zaire to Rwanda. 
Though the deal was organ- 
ised from the Isle of Man, it 
was not subject to British 
export controls. 

"FOrce multipliers" are an- 
other profitable area for a 
smaller operator. The Croat- 
ian victory over the Krajina 
Serbs in 1995 was aided by 
tactical radios, medical supplies and 
field rations, all largely exempt from 
controls. As International sanctions in- 
crease, smaller entrepreneurs are like- 
ly to switch to this type of trade. 
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Renewing your home lnsuiante 
in August or September 
and want t o save money . 


you are i>« or over call free ! 
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q JD8704 .NSURANCE SERVICES 
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WHEN YOUR CAR LETS YOU DOWN, 

Green Flag won't. On average, we rescue 
our members in just 35 minutes." And if 
we’re not with you in less than one hour, 
you can claim E10 back. 


call Free today on 

0800 001 353 

Quoit rat. no. W7 HB) and yaur credit t d« Mi cart number. 

Green Flag H0 

Motoring Assistance 

WE LEAVE EVERYONE STANDING BUT YOU 

hltp-.tftMWW.graaniUq uk 

'Upon iweic? oi rf*m £10 owy.* 
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Why wait for the 
best PC offer? 


4% 


J* -r, 
'o a. 


installed by a 
qualified 

technician before 
you decide to pay 
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180 MHz processor 





Only LS99 
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Microsoft Office 97 
Small Business 
Edition pre-loaded 
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It’s Already Here! 


Outstanding features include: 

*180 MH/ ikih'i ww 1 16 MW Turn s'wjim MiM-wi * 1.6 (JR H«u» Disk +8 \ CD Kom ihuvi *14“ MtiNfnw ♦l.S’ Finn* Dim; * 33 . 6 / 14.4 mit/iu 
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ItonniiHMtMKK'Mii'r E\ni 97 . Mhtmivht* Woru 97 , AlKimsiin* Smu Humm.vs Mjvtnin 97 , Mh.-wkhit* Ouimcnc"* 97 . Mhwimiit' 

J'uniMiiu 97 . Mit'HDMin* \ini'HfHtii F\rm Urn \\ Hkiiai\, MiiHosuii* Imikmi ExmiKiH 30 ♦Fin ■ hum in imiuium, Milromiit 1 

Chi \im Whmiii 2 . MichuvhV Mumi 97 , Mhivkmt* Em'ikii' 97 , Miiwison* Fiuumm , SimCiiy 3000 . 


order now on: a s 

0800 611 722 

ALl CAILS ARE I REE, LINES OPEN S.00AM - 6.30PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY. 9.00A.M - 5.30PM SATURDAY AND SUNDAV. PLEASE QUOTE 1418. 
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David 

Allford 


In an age when famous archi- 
tects become superstars, it is 
easy to forget that media per- 
sonalities are unreliable indi- 
cators of architectural abilities. 
David Allford was not a media 
personality - although a lead- 
ing architectural journalist 
remembers him “growling 
splendidly into the micro- 
phone'' in a recent radio broad- 
cast when they were both 
panellists - yet most people in 
this country have probably ex- 
perienced a building where his 
hand can be detected. Among 
them are Gatwick Airport, sev- 
eral large hospitals including St 
Thomas’ in London and Hull 
Royal Infirmary, numerous 
comprehensive schools and of- 
fices, Warwick University and 
Cole Brothers department store 
in his home town of Sheffield. 

The Welfare State posed new 
problems for architects. Mass 
housing, hospitals where health- 
care was a right rather than a 
luxury or a charitable gift, com- 
prehensive schools, new uni- 
versities and novel building 
types like airports were all un- 
familiar territory. Each de- 
manded a new image, just as 
much as they needed new pat- 
terns of organisation. Allford’s 
achievement as an architect 
was 10 identify strands in mod- 
ernist architecture whose forms 
lent themselves to new functions 
and to sophisticated and inno- 
vative aesthetic expression. 

Like many architects of his 
generation. Allford was intro- 
duced to the clean, white forms 
of modem architecture, and its 
Utopian promise of a better so- 
ciety, through F.R.S. Yorke’s 
book The Modem House, first 
published in 1934. When he 
graduated from Sheffield Uni- 
versity in 1952, he found a job 
in the firm Yorke had founded 


eight years earlier with the bril- 
liant though lugubrious Czech 
Emigre Eugene Rosenberg and 
the sunmer-natured Anglo-Firm 
Cyril Sjostrom MardalL Yorke 
himself bad been a member of 
the architectural avant-garde 
since the 193%, but also had 
something of the English yeo- 
man about him, enjoying coun- 
try pursuits and breeding 
prize-winning cattle. 

Allford remained all his ca- 
reer at Yorke, Rosenberg and 
Mardail. or YRM, as the firm 
was later known, becoming a 
partner in 1958, senior partner 
in 1975 and chairman on its flo- 
tation in 1987. He retired on his 
62nd birthday two years later. 

Initially working within the 
three distinct paths set out by the 
firm's founders. Allford soon 
started to introduce crisp ratio- 
nal forms derived from the 
American work of Mies van der 
Robe. These were published in 
England in the earfy 1950s and 
offered younger architects an al- 
ternative model to the freer 
“people's de tailing " idiom of the 
Festfral of Britain. In adding a 
new dimension to the work of 
YRM, Allford found common 
cause with another young ar- 
chitect who joined the firm 
shortly after be did and who also 
stayed for his whole career, 
Bryan Henderson. They gradu- 
ally synthesised the disparate el- 
ements of the firm, refining its 
design sources and ideas and de- 
veloping its operational meth- 
ods. As a result it became a 
powerful corporate force in the 
world of architecture. 

One morning, after a heated 
argument about some aspect of 
Gatwick's design with Yorke, 
Allford was called into his em- 
ployer’s office. He knew, he re- 
called later, that he was either 
going to be sacked or offered a 
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ABfbrd: simple, restrained,- minimal modernist architecture, Nte St Thomas' Hospital in London, 1976 Photograph; Warren Gordon / Arcald 


S artnership. Yorke, fortunate- 
was a shrewd judge of char- 
acter and valued AUforri as a 


as well as an architect. Several 
years later, after Yorfce’s pre- 
mature death in 1962, Allford 
and Henderson, by then also a 
partner, went to Finland to 
seek out the legendary architect 
Alvar Aalto, who was a friend 
of Yorke’s for similar reasons, 
lb their surprise, they found an- 
other Eugusb architect there, 
not a drinker and calling Aal- 
to *i tieber master". Aalto inti- 
mated that be could hardly get 
drunk in front of someone who 
addressed him as Frank Lloyd 
Wright had addressed his men- 
tor Louis Sullivan. It took their 
combined ingenuity to dispatch 
the unwarranted intruder. 

The 1970s and 1980s saw 
rapid swingsin architects’ for- 
tunes. The oil crisis caused 
many firms to seek work abroad. 


Ruth Dyson 


Ruth Dyson was one of the few 
pianists of her generation who 
turned to the harpsichord at a 
time when, despite the efforts 
of pioneers like Arnold Dol- 
metsch, it was still regarded as 
“quaint" by the establishment. 
She was not only a fine per- 
former on piano, harpsichord, 
davichord and virginals, but also 
a distinguished professor, ad- 
judicator, lecturer and author. 

Dyson studied piano with 
the legendary Kathleen Long 
at the Royal College of Music 
and it was on hearing her 
teacher play baroque music on 
the piano that she became in- 
terested in the music of that 
period. She then discovered 
the fine collection of early 
keyboard instruments at the 
RCM which further inspired 
her interest. Eventually she 
bought her own Goble harp- 
sichord and gave her first 
Wigmore recital on that in- 
strument in 1941. 

During the Second World 
War. she did auxiliary nursing 
under the Red Cross, taught 
music to evacuee children and 
made endless lours giving con- 
certs in factories, military camps 
and hospitals. 

After the war she continued 
her career as both pianist and 
harpsichordist. She played piano 
concertos with most or the 
main orchestras in the UK and 
gave frequent solo recitals on 
both instruments. She also un- 
dertook many European tours 
sponsored by the British Coun- 
cil and made regular broadcasts 



Legg: instinctively courteous 


from the BBC for over 30 years, 
many of which were first per- 
formances of works by con- 
temporary composers for the 
early keyboard instruments. 
She also made numerous 
recordings for the BBC 
Archives on instruments from 
famous collections which in- 
cluded the Victoria and Albert 
Museum and the Colt Clavier 
Collection. 

In the late Forties Dyson 
was involved for some time 
with the Leith Hill Festival and 
valued the friendship of its 
founder, Ralph Vaughan 
Williams. For some time she 
served as the festival’s librari- 
an and would recall the occasion 
when Nfaughan Williams tele- 
phoned her to ask about some 
of the Haydn oratorios, adding: 
“Don't forget we're meeting at 
10 o'clock tomorrow morning 
when we're going to rub out the 
Creation!" 

Dyson returned to the RCM 
in 1964 to take up professor- 
ships in both harpsichord and 
piano and a lectureship in the 
history of early keyboard in- 
struments. It was during this 
time that she Look her students 
to visit the famous collections 
of early keyboard instruments 
and so inspired them to take up 
the study of baroque music for 
themselves; among those who 
are now firmly established in the 
field are Melvyn Thu, Sophie 
Yates, Robert Woolley and 
many others. She was awarded 
a Fellowship in 1980 and retired 
in 19S7 after 23 years of service. 


Portuguese East Africa (now 
Mozambique) was severely un- 
derdeveloped in the 1930s and 
held firmly under colonial rule. 
The South Africa General Mis- 
sion (now the Africa Evangel- 
ical fellowship) had waited for 
years for the opportunity to 
have missionary workers there. 
When Gordon Legg, then in his 
twenties, saw an article in its 
house magazine, outlining a 
plan for six single missionaries 
to enter the country, he wrote 
an application that same day. 

Henry Gordon Legg was boro 
in Derby in 1912, the younger 
son of a railway clerk. He was ed- 
ucated at Bemrose Secondary 
School and the School of Cora- 


especialty in the Middle East, 
while the boom of the 1980s led 
to a deterioration of design 
standards. YRM responded to 
both challenges by strengthen- 
ing their core principles. Their 
work in the Middle East, such 
as Sultan Qaboos University in 
Oman, responded to the desert 
climate without resorting to 
pastiche - and helped them to 
win a Queen’s Award for Export 
Adnevement, while their offices 
of the 1980s were as refined as 
they had ever been, as the firm’s 
own offices on Britton Street in 
Qericenwell - simple, restrained, 
minimal modernism - demon- 
strated. One of AUforcfs last de- 
signs was a competition entty for 
the Grand Buildings site in 
Trafalgar Square. It came sec- 
ond, and he was disappointed 
that the winner replicated the 
undistinguished 19th-century 
facade. Allford always disliked 
pastiche. 


A long career, prodigious 
memory and sense of fun made 
Alifbrd a great raconteur, a skill 
he diared all the more readily 
when it accompanied food, 
wine and cigars. Unlike many 
architects ofhis calibre, he had 
many interests and friends out- 
side his profession - of whom 
one, Alistair McAJpine, claims 
some credit for his conversion 
from socialism to capitalism. 
Thai in itself was often a start- 
ing point for sharply charac- 
terised reminiscence, of the 
absurdities of student politics in 
the 1940s or local government 
behaviour of the 1960s. 

He owned some fine paint- 
ings, including one by Le Cor- 
busier which gave him great 
pleasure. In conversation he 
could refer to film, French lit- 
erature which he had studied as 
a subsidiary subject at univer- 
sity, or just gossip; he enjoyed 
discussing architecture, but not 


Her students adored her and 
many kept in touch right up to 
the present. 

Dyson's lecturing activities 
also extended abroad where 
die lectured in French at the 
World Forum of Harpsichord in 
%ris and in German to the Tele- 
mann Society in Hamburg. She 
also represented the UK as 
adjudicator at the Internation- 
al Fortnight at Bruges. She 
contributed articles to a num- 
ber of learned Journals and to 
the 1979 edition of The Oxford 
Companion to Music. 

As a soloist she made a num- 
ber of recordings which in- 
cluded Herbert Howells works 
for the davichord to celebrate 
the composer’s 90th birthday. 
She also made recordings with 
the bass singer and harpsi- 
chordist Peter Medhurst with 
whom she shared a happy mu- 
sical partnership for the last 20 
years; these included an album 
of Schubert songs recorded at 
the Colt Clavier Collection. 
One of their most recent 
recordings Far Two To Play was 
of aD the double harpsichord 
works up bo the tune of Mozart 
when the harpsichord was su- 
perseded by the piano. Med- 
hurst told -me: “She was my 
mentor and it was such a joy to 
work with her. She was so spon- 
taneous and a brilliant key- 
board player, and she had such 
rhythmic point. Whatever in- 
strument die played - great mu- 
sic came ouL" 

She was married to the 
military historian Edward 
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Spontaneous and scholarly: Dyson playing on a 20th-century Goble harpsichord in the earfy 1970s 


Thomas; nephew of the poet of 
the same name who was killed 
in the First World War. She 
loved travelling with her hus- 
band as be revisited many of 
the places abroad where he was 
in military intelligence, in- 
cluding Thailand in 1995, the 
last journey they made to- 
gether. He died in 1996. 

Dyson appeared for many 
years in the Haslemere Festival 
of Early Music, and its Musical 
Director, Jeanne Dolmetsch, re- 
called attending her 80th birth- 
day party in March this year: 
“She was in sparkling form. She 
will be remembered for inti- 
mate, witty and informative 


lectures, her wonderful ac- 
companying and her skill in im- 
provisation. She was my musical 
mother!" 

As a person she was charm- 
ing, unaffected and modest de- 
spite the fact that she had an 
incredibly scholarly mind. She 
was also generous towards oth- 
er artists- a rare quality among 
musicians. 

In recent years she taught 
regularly at the Dolmetsch 
Summer School, and confessed 
it was one of her favourite un- 
dertakings because dearly she 
had a special empathy with the 
young. It was here, on the last 
afternoon of the course, that she 


suffered a fatal heart attack af- 
ter a wonderful week in which 
she had been full of her usual 
enthusiasm. As Jeanne Dol- 
metsefa put it “Ruth Dyson’s life 
was rather like a piece of mu- 
sic which bubbles over with ex- 
citement and ends in a perfect 
cadence. That is how she would 
have wanted ft." 

Margaret Campbell 

Barbara Ruth Dyson, keyboard 
player and teacher bom London 
28 March 1917; married 1964 
Edward Thomas (died 1996; 
one step-son, one step-daughter); 
died Guildford, Surrey 16 
August 1997. 


Gordon Legg 


merce before being apprenticed 
at 15 to a Deity clotnier. At 20, 
be joined the men's outfitting de- 
partment of D.H. Evans in Lon- 
don, rising to become First 
Salesman. With an instinctively 
courteous manner, he was well 
suited to this mirier. But his life's 
work was to be far removed from 
men's outfitting. 

After two years at the Mis- 
sionary Thrilling Colony in Up- 
per Norwood, London, Legg 
spent some months in Portugal 
picking up courses in language 
and culture at the ancient Uni- 
versity of Coimbra. With rudi- 
mentary knowledge of both, 
he sailed to Africa in 1939 
aboard the RMS Warwick Cas- 


tle. His aunt had been appoint- 
ed MBE for her service in 
Swaziland and he stayed with 
her when he first arrived, learn- 
ing some practicalities of bush 
life. Her living-room floor was 
covered with a film of fresh cow 
dung to keep fleas at bay. The 
choice was his, she said, but 
most Europeans preferred the 
smell to the bites. 

Legg was stationed in 
Mihecani, in the Zambezia 
Province of Mozambique. He 
built up a school of 600 pupils, 
with a health clinic attached, 
which was run by his second wife, 
Katie. (His first wife, Mary, 
died of cerebral malaria after 
only two years of marriage, in 


1944.) Portuguese Roman 
Catholic priests had long re- 
sented the influence of the 
Protestant msskm, with its evan- 
gelical teaching. In the late 
1950s tbe sudden death of a child 
in the dime gave a pretext for 
them to put pressure on the gov- 
ernment to dose the station 
down. The Leggs heard of the 
death while onrurlough in the 
UK, and rushed straight back, 
but were shortly afterwards vis- 

gave^hem24houra to vacate the 
whole compound. They were ex- 
pelled from Mozambique. 

In 1961 Legg moved to Jo- 
hannesburg as Assistant Gen- 
eral Director of the Africa 


Evangelical Fellowship, be- 
coming its General Director in 
1969. He was the last to bold this 
post in Johannesburg before the 
international headquarters 
moved to Berkshire, England. 

There were massive adjust- 
ments for the Leggs to make, 
from the bush to the dty, from 
a mission compound to an office, 
from front-line service to inter- 
national leadership. Ever with an 

developed the work amongthe 
thousands of men who poured 
south to the gold mines which 
formed a crescent between Jo- 
hannesburg and Klerksdorp. 
Although well cared for in dor- 
mitory accommodation and with 


so much as discussing Sport- 
Even his beloved Sheffield j 
Wednesday, which be support- 
ed from childhood, though. ! 
took second place to his wife i 
Beryl and four children. Hie i 
death of the eldest, Jane, last | 
year upset him deepty.Fortified 
by the remaining family circle, 
his friends and his own intel- 
lectual resources, he was be- ; 
ginning to come to terms with 
it when he died suddenly, the 
day after he had heartily en- 
joyed himself at the wedding of 
one of his son’s friends. 

Jeresqy Mefrln 

David Alford, architect: bom 
Sheffield 12 My 1927; Hamer; 
Ttbrice. Rosenberg and MardaB 
(later YRM pic) 1958-75, Joint Se- 
nior Partner 1975-87, Chairman 
1987-89; CBE 1984; married Beryl 

Roebuck (one son, two daughters 

and one daughter deceased ); 
died London 10 August 1997. 


With the death of Bernard 
Wheeler Robinson amateur 
muac-maJdng has lost one of its 
most fayed father figures. Hfe 
greatest achievement was Mu- 
sk Camp, a powerhouse of am- 
ateur music-making whose 
output ccnrid edipse all but the 
largest of music festivals. 

It began in 1927 when a 
group of Cambridge friends 
took a musical holiday togeth- 
er, hiring a small village hall at 
Pqynders End near Hit chin in 
Hertfordshire and camping in 
a nearby field with borrowed 
tents and kitchen equipment. 
From these beginnings things 
just grew. In 1935 Music Camp 
acquired its first permanent 
base at Bothampstead, in Berk- 
shire, by which tune tbe pattern 
of two nine-day music camps 
each year was already estab- 
lished, dented only by the Sec- 
ond World War years. 

In 1963 Robinson and fami- 
ly moved to Pigolts, Eric Gill's 
former house, on the beech- 
ringed top of a hill near High 
Wycombe. Music Camp mewed 
there three years later, to find 
not only space to expand, but af- 
ter 1976 the possibility of indoor 
accommodation for smaller 
parties, making weekend events 
feasible in all but the depths of 
the Chihems winter. Sooner or 
later you or I would have grown 
at best uncomfortable at inva- 
sion on such a scale: Robinson 
never (fid. 

As Music Camp expanded, 
Robinson delegated more and 
more of the organising, until by 
the mid-1980s it could function 
effectively without him. But his 


adequate food, these men strug- 
gled with life in such alien 
surroundings, and inter-tribal 
fi ghting was not unco mm on. 
Legg toured the mines and, with 
permission from their European 
managers, distributed Christian 
literature to the workers. 

Retiring to Redboume, near 
St Albans, m Hertfordshire, Legg 
never lost his love for the 
Mozambique church. His deal- 
ings with Africans had always 
been marked by respect and in- 
tegrity, never bearing a trace of 
the patronising attitudes so 
pervasive then among Euro- 
peans. This was evidently ac- 
knowledged, for Christian 
leaders and civic leaders alike 


rehgion,butviamaiheTnalK5 to 
physics - new, challengingand 

writing . After university l Trin- 
ity College, Cambridge), he 
stayed in Cambridge, working 
in the 1920s on Ernest Ruther- 
ford's team ?t the Cavendish 
Laboratory, and then spent 
nin e years under Sir Wfluam 
Bragg at the Dayy-Faraday Lab- 
oratory of the Royal Institution 
bn X-ray crystallography- ln 
the lace 1930s Robinson was se- 
nior lecturer at the Military Col- 
lege of Science at Woolwich. 

During the Second World 
R&r he spent three years at the 
Royal Aircraft Establishment at 
Farnborough, followed by two 
years at the Ministry of Aircraft 

Production. After tte war he de- 

I al thp 


Medical Research Council’s 
laboratory in Hampstead for 
three years before moving in 
1949 to the National Physical 
Laboratory at Tbddington, 
where be was Superintendent of 
the Applied Physics Division un- 
til his retirement in 1964. 

The surface appearance of 



the ethos was the one he had de- 
liberately fostered. The music- 
making was paramount: those 
who attended were expected to 
make it their first priority. Con- 
ditions were kept basic, not to 
say Spartan, which bad two 
marvelous effects: stressing the 

music and sense of co mmunin g 

| with friends; and encouraging 
the ypung and, more impor- 
tantly, young in spirit. 

All work was to be shared 
equally, not just chores like 
washing up, scrubbing and 
leaning, but even carpentry and 
brick-laying this fostered a 
sense of belonging rarely found 
in such a large musical organi- 
sation. It is a testimony to the 
family spirit of Music Camp that 
■>there are ramatt^s&aBBd and 
even third-generation Campers. 
And : thi- spirit" goes on: the 
r 132nd Caxop^tas.pkHpgat the 
end of this month. 

Robinson managed to bring 
the best out of almost anyone: 
what an event looked like, or 
sounded like, wasn't nearly so 
important as what you brought 
to ft and what you pot out of ft. 
The philosophy paid oft When 
Music Camp began, playing 
even the symphonies of 
Beethoven was an adventure; by 
the time Robinson was taking 
a back seat in the 1980s 
Campers were mounting their 
own Ring cycle and tackling 
scores like Messiaen’s Turan- 
galila and Chronochromie. 

Robinson was committed to 
amateur music- making and in- 
dignant that what he described 
as “the mainstay of music, the 
vehicle of its existence, histor- 
ically and financially, the medi- 
um in which it develops” got so 
little attention. With typical re- 
solve be set out to survey this 
unquantifiably vast area, pro- 
ducing in 1985 his idiosyncrat- 
ic book, An Amateur in Music. 

He was the son of the dis- 
tinguished Baptist theologian 
Henry Wheeler Robinson, but 
his own unquenchable search 
for truth and endearingly child- 
like curiosity drew him not to 


Robinson: Music Camp 

anyone or anything held little in 
the way of interest or distraction 
for him: he was interested sole- 
ly in substance. This, combined 
with his personal modesty and 
total lack of ceremony, won him 
many devoted friends. It also in- 
formed everything he did. In his 
violin-playing, for instance, he 
acquired just enough technique 
to get him through the literature 
ana to penetrate directly to 
the heart and mind of some of 
the greatest music ever written. 
It was the same with whatever 
he put his hand to. Many friends 
received gifts of recycled join- 
ery, assembled with ingenuity, 
imagination, care and almost no 
regard for final appearance. 

In 1933 Robinson married 
Alice Dodds, a gifted musician 
and pianist. Some eighteen 
months after her death in 1958 
he married the cellist Elizabeth 
Orloff-Davidoff, a daughter of 
Lord Howard de Walden. 
Robinson had a somewhat old- 
fashioned altitude to women, 
treating them with courtly re- 
spect rather than as equals, 
though any that demonstrated 
practical or organisational abil- 
ities was quickly accorded the 
status of an honorary man. 

It was not so much failing 
health that marred his final 
years as the increasing deafness 
which began to cut .him off from 
the companionship of friends 
and from the music he had done 
so much to foster. And, in- 
evitably, came the losses of 
many dear and dose friends 
from the early days of Camp. 
But there were compensations; 
in his eighties came the grand- 
children who, literally, gave 
him a new lease of life. 

David Matter 

Bernard Wheeler Robinson, 
physicist and musician : bom 6 
June 1904; married 1933 Alice 
Dodds (died 1958; one son), I960 
Elizabeth Orloff-Davidoff (died 
1976); died Speen, Bucking- 
hamshire 7Juty 1997. 


greeted him with great warmth 
when he visited the country 
again in 1982. By this stage the 
church there was already ten 
times the size it had been when 
be was expelled. On a return vis- 
itin 1993, when he was 81, he de- 
scribes how, cm his arrival in 
Nampub, “more than 5J000 lined 
tbe road approaching the church 
and about 2.000 were inside and 
Outside for nearly three hours". 

Robin Wells 

Henry Gordon Legg missionary: 
bom Derby 12 January 1912 ; 
monied 1942 Mary Jems {died 
1944), 1949 Katie Alien; died 
Harpatden, Hertfordshire 15 Au- 
gust 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

FERGUSSON: Dr Patrick Dnunnund, 
cm IS Auras), in London, aged 73. 
Beloved father of Jamie. Madeline 1 
and Lucy. Funeral at Si John's. Hyde 
Park Crescent, on Thursday 21 Au- 
gust at 12 noon. Enquiries to John 
Nodes. U1S1-969 1819. 

MARTIN: Professor John PowelL On 
17 August, aged 71. peacefully at 
home. Dearest husband of Joan Hig- 
gins laving and proud father of An- 


dres. Lawrence and Stuart and de- 
voted grandad of Azalea and Quintan. 
Funeral service will be held at Nor- 
dlffc Chapel. SiyaL on Tuesday 26 
August at 2.15pm, followed by com- 
mittal at Manchester Crematorium. 
Famil y Sowers only, donations if de- 
sired for Amnesty International or 
RNLI may be sent to Arthur Cresty 
Ltd (Halford Funeral Homes), Grey- 
stones, 305 Manchester Road, Al- 
trincham. WA14 5PH. 

Announcement* for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES Sc DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions. Marriages. Deaths. Memo- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries. In 
Memoriaa l should be sen! In writing 
to die Gazette EdRor, Tbe Independent. 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf; Lon- 
don El*l 5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2012 or taxed to 0171-293 2010. and are 
charged at £*.50 a line (VAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Commandant Daphne Blundell, for- 
mer director, Women’s Royal Naval 
Service, Si; Mr Gordon Brand Jnr, 
golfer. 39; Sir Malcolm Hilbeiy 
Chaplin, senior partner, Hdbery 
Chaplin, 58; Mr Bill Clinton, Presi- 
dent of the United States. SI; Lord 
Cocks of Harteliffc, former MP, 68; 
Mr Kenneth Dixon, former chairman, 
Rowe tree pic, 68; Mr Charles Dri- 
ver, Master of Wellington College, 58; 
Sir Francis Ferris, High Court judge, 
65; Mr Ian Gould, cricketer. 40; 
Dame Reese HcDbron, former High 
Court judge, 83; Mr Edmund 
Heward, former Chief Master of the 
Supreme Court, 85: Sir David Hop- 
wood, Professor of Genetics, Uni- 
versity of East Anglia, 64; Mr 


Stephen Hughes. MEP, 45; Mr 
Richard Ingrams, Editor, The Oldie, 
6ft Mr Billy J. Kramer, singer. 54; Mr 
Bernard Levin, journalist and writer, 
69; Mr David Lodge, actor, 76; The 
R(ght Rev Dr Michael Nazir-Ali, 
Bishop of Rochester, 4& Mr Michael 
Roper, former Keeper of Public 
Records, 65; Miss AD Si John, actress, 
57; Mr Wiflic Shoemaker, jockey, 66; 
Mrs Pbylhda Stovart-Rnberts, former 
superinlendeat-ta-chM, St John Am- 
bulance Brigade. 64; Mr John Mark 
Taylor MP, 56; Mr Georg von 
Maflmctaodt, chairman and duel ex- 
ecutive, Schrodcrs Inc, 67; Surgeon 
Vice-Admiral Sir James Win, S3; Mr 
Michael Wbodhouse, former chair- 
man. Rexam. 70; Mr Henry Wynd- 
bam, chairman, Sotheby's, 44 


Anniversaries 

Births: James Crichton (“the Ad- 
mirable Crichton"), scholar. Utift Jo- 
hannes Fyt, painter, 1609; John 
Flamsteed, first Astronomer Royal, 
164ft Samuel Richardson, novelist, 
baptised 1689; Marie- Jeanne B^cu, 
Conn esse du Barry, royal mistress, 
1743; Orville Wright, aviator; 1871; 
GabrieDe (Coco) Chanel, fashion de- 
signer, 1383; Frederic Ogden Nash, 
humorist, 1902- Deaths: Augustus, 
first Roman emperor, 14; Frans Sny- 
ders, painter. Ih57; Bloat Pascal, the- 
ologian and mathematician, 1662; 
James Witt, engineer, 1819; Richard 
Burdon Haldane, first VfecounfHal- 
dane, statesman, 1928; Sergei 
Pavlovich Diaghilcv, ballet director 
and choreographer, 1929; Sir Nigel 


Ross Playfair, actor and manager, 
1934; Federico Garda Lorca, poet 
and playwright, 1936; Sir Henry 
Joseph Wood, conductor, 1944; 
Julius (“GroodxO Mao, comedian, 
1977; Alas tair Sim, actor, 1976; 
Hennione Baddeley, actress, 1986; 
Sir Frederick Ashton, choreograph- 
er, 1988. On this day: Mary, Queen 
. of Scots returned to Scotland from 
France, 1561; France and Spain 
Conned an alliance against Britain, 
1796; British forces were driven oat 
ofSomalfland, 194ft Li-Gea Bernard . 
Montgomery became commander 
of tbe British Eighth Army in North 
Africa, 1942; Michael Ryan, a 27- 
year-old marksman, killed 14 people 
In Hungerford, Berkshire; and finally 
himself, 1987; the Soviet news agency 


TASS announced that the vice- 
president, Gennady Yanayev^ had 
taken over tbe presidency of the So- 
viet Union “because of the 31-bealih 
of Mikhail Gorbachev", 1991; a state 
emergency was declared and troops 
surrounded important buildings, br- 


ing, in Moscow, 1991. Tbday is tbe 


othy, St Andrew the Tribune, St 
Bertulf of Bobbin, St Credan of 
Evesham, St John Erodes. St Louis of 
Anjou, St Mocha, St SebaM, St Six- 
tus m and SiTteda- 

Lectures 

Tate GaOcry; Andrew Kennedy, 
“Late lSth-centmy British Rntrai- 


ture: Reynolds, Gainsborou gh and 
Zoffany , 1pm. 

National Gallery: Colin Wiggins, 
“Babies (iff): attributed to De Bel- 
fis, 77ie Finding of Masts", lpm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Sudeshna Guba, “Mughal India" 
230pm. 

British Museum: John Muir, 
■"Hennione*: an introduction to’ 
Greek education", 1.1pm. 

Changing 0 f the Guard 

The King's -ttoop Royal Horn: Artillery 

c^XTl2! , T\ Lire auanl 31 

““Sr la Battalion The Royal 
mounts the QikS? 
Guard, at Bac fehyh*-. nS, 

band provided by if* Coldstream Gunnfe. 
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The Russian mission to make do and mend 



?™>n for’ those not directly 

W r WOU i d s** 0nt y ° ne wore? 
Mir. Mention the orbiting Russian 

SK H^ an , d ^ wh ° «K55 

^fes dBdam fo r physiC5 or chemjst ^ 

wli tatk eagerly about zero-gravity 

those thfr ge? 

as ^ 5 fires in srace 
(another unfortunate little incident) 

£ two orbiting 
S and ^ hat 11 must be like to 

ma^? Ck "i 3 c ? lcL CTam Ped washing 
machine of a place in a chaotic orbit 
because- as happened yesterday - the 
mam computer has crashed 
Mir has become an orbiting episode 
of The Simpsons , a byword for getting 

? K*' SmaJI won der that 
Pjf . -American astronaut 

MrehaeJ Foale asked for the Russian 
relief crew to bring 100 tablets of 
Tylenol painkiller* when they flew up 
last week By contrast, the US space 
agency Nasa piles triumph upon 
tnumph Life on Mars! Pathfinder on 
Mars! Sojourner rover on Marsi 
Picture-postcard sunrise on Mare’ 
Meanwhile, last November the Russian 
mission to Mars wobbled off the 
launchpad and then crashed in the 
Pacific. Altogether the US. together 
with Japan and Europe, make a better 
fist of making things that work in 
space. So why not just pack the astro- 


nauts into their escape capsule, let 
them get back to a well-earned shower 
and proper food, and send Mir off into 
outer space, or slip back into the 
atmosphere to burn up? 

One reason is that Mir represents 
something very important to post- 
Soviet Russia. It was meant to last only 
five years, but has been up there, 
twirling past 280 kilometres above our 
beads, once every 90 minutes or so for 
12 years. It’s an important link to a time 
when Russian engineers and scientists 
could challenge the world on many 
fronts - a claim they are unlikely to 
make now, unless it is as the country 
best able to make limousines bullet- 
proof for clients involved in shady 
dealings. 

Equally, Russians need Mir and its 
veritable awfulness. It is a reminder 
that it is not just the man or woman in 
the Moscow street who is having a 
tough time of it; even the highly- 
trained cosmonauts have to make do 
and mend. The soap opera in which the 
players can’t use soap (water stocks are 
dwindling) and can’t play music (the 
power has been cut by computer fail- 
ure) holds a grim fascination. It’s like 
watching England's cricket team trying 
to save a game against Australia. Actu- 
ally, they do better than the England 
team: on the whole, the cosmonauts 
muddle through, adopting a combin- 
ation of the sealing-wax-and -twine 
approach, and the Russian equivalent 



ONE CANADA. SQUARE CANARY WHARF LONDON EM 5DL 
TELEPHONE 0171-293 2000 / 0173 -345 2000 FAX 0171-293 3405 / 0171-345 2435 


of rhe stiff upper lip. Heath Robinson 
would be proud of them. 

All that aside, Mir does in fact have 
a political and economic value to Rus- 
sia. The US and Japan are serious 
about building a full-scale orbiting 
space station called Freedom, on which 
construction work is intended to begin 
some time in the next two years. 
Canada and Europe are also involved; 
and Russia wants to play its part, too. 
It won’t quite look like the enormous 
ferns wheel of Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: 
A Space Odyssey , but it will sprawl over 
an area as big as two football fields. The 
plan suggests that Space Station Free- 


dom will cost more than S20bn 
(£lZ5bn), and possibly as much again 
in servicing and operating costs over its 
expected 15-year life span. 

No single nation can pay that bill. 
The US Congress has repeatedly 
balked at elements of the cost, leading 
to a PR offensive by Nasa of which the 
“Life on Mars” meteorite may be seen 
as an element. Certainly, Nasa’s well- 
choreographed successes have helped 
secure its share of funding for the space 
station, which will be important for 
medical and other research (including 
high-cost, private-sector experiments) 
as well as scientific experiments. 


So, the US is happy to cough up; 
Japan can pay its way; Europe and 
Canada, with some protest, will foot 
their share of the final demand. But 
where can Russia, with its awful cur- 
rency and economic problems, find the 
hard cash to buy a piece of Freedom? 
It cannot afford to be left out. But the 
truth is, it cannot afford to be included, 
either - at least, not paying with real 
money. Russia c ann ot afford to build 
and launch a new space station; so, until 
Freedom is built, it offers a useful place 
to hire out to private groups and 
research or ganisati ons which want to 
do their own small-scale experiments. 
Unfortunately, the crash with a supply 
ship holed exactly the module which 
was being used for scientific experi- 
ments on some plants and beetles - 
another blow to Russian prestige, and 
its bank balance, not to mention tbe 
effect on the beetles. 

What is the point of Mir, then? Tb 
the Russians, it is that they can show 
off - no, honestly - their make-do 
approach to space. Whereas the Amer- 
icans practise their space missions “to 
the point of neurosis” (to quote one 
Russian controller last week), the Rus- 
sians know that it is impossible to pre- 
pare for everything. All you can really 
take up there is a state of mind like a 
Boy Scout: be prepared. The missions 
on a space station will long be unpre- 
dictable, and all sorts of things will go 
wrong. Mir is just the beginning. It may 


look from here as if the best thing for 
Mir would be to send it spinning off 
into the hinterland of space, never to 
be seen or heard of again (unless, per- 
haps. by some baffled extraterrestrials, 
circa Stardate 1448569306780943). But 
for the Russians, there is as much to 
lose by failing as there is by going on. 
Which tells the whole story, when you 
come down to it. 


Must do better at 
telling the truth 

CJo, school inspectors are unable to 
Owrite reports. They rely heavily on 
preprogrammed phrases which mean 
next to nothing — cliches of their own 
and their predecessors’ creation. Are 
we surprised by this? Of course not. 
Every profession develops its own elab- 
orate ways of avoiding offence to peo- 
ple. Telling the raw truth is, particularly 
for bureaucrats, more than a soul can 
bear. Therefore you find ways around 
it - by saying nothing# you say every- 
thing. By dedining to congratulate, you 
condemn utterly. The problem with this 
is that it never works in the end. Peo- 
ple would prefer unvarnished reality. 
They might get angry, they might even 
have a case. But if the judge's real view 
isn’t there, what can they do? Just stew. 
Nothing gpod ever came of that 
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Stupid drug 
law makes 
folly a crime 

Sin On 12 August I wrote, in 
relation to the jailing of my son 
James, about the persecution of 
our children by the justice system. 
Well we’ve done it again {“Woman, 
22, jailed for giving friend ecstasy", 
16 August). 

Two girls went to a nightclub. 

One gave tbe other one ecstasy pill 
which she consumed with 
amphetamines and alcohol. She 
suffered a severe reaction and 
nearly died. The supplying girl was 
prosecuted; tbe consuming girl was 
noL The judge said supplying 
ecstasy had to be punished severely 
and sent her to prison for nine 
months. 

The justice system has missed 
the point again: what caused the 
dangerous reaction was the 
combination of alcohol, 
amphetamines and ecstasy taken by 
very silly girls having fun. 

Only nine people died last year 
from reactions to ecstasy. Forty 
thousand people died from the 
effects of alcohol 

None the less, once again the 
justice system picks out one 
vulnerable and foolish person who 
falls into its lap, and then sets about 
bullying her with a stupid and 
bigoted law. believing somehow the 
rest of us will be deterred. 

When are we going to grow up 
and stop confusing youthful folly 
with crime? 

MICK HUMPHREYS 
Taunton, Somerset 

Sir. May I congratulate Brian I 

Iddon, MP for Bolton South East, i 
who has bravely called for a Royal 
Commission on drugs, after tbe 
shooting of a five-year-old boy in 
Bolton. , . 

Mr Iddon has dearly seen the 
irulh - that prohibition of drugs is a 
failure. 

When a marketable substance is 

made illegal, it simply creates 

opportunities for massive illegal 
profits and everything which goes 
alongside the protection of such 
businesses. Greed for extra profit 
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cut with substances onen mo». 
dangerous than the drugs 
themselves, causing unnecessary 
illness and death a monger users. 
This is particularly true for 
cannabis - the impurities are 
almost certainly more dangerous 
than the plant itself.. 

However, decximinalisation. 

seek help without fear of arrest 
SSJotso^alltheprob^. 
It would leave the suppty of drugs 

is full legalisation. This does no 

SeanthKdd™S s ^ dbfi 
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"“fflSrreS crime “ d taoct 

Nomn'li 
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«me conclusion as mow 


by P J Stewart {letter, 13 August). 

The feet is that society has 
available to it a range of 
psychoactive drugs, all of which are 
potentially harmful and many of 
which are perceived by their users 
as beneficial. Experience on a 
massive scale, both here and 
especially in the US, shows that 
prohibition doesn' t work and 
generates much crime and other 

social ills. ... „ 

The solution could be to allow 
“tolerated" substances to be sold at 
low-profile outlets without 
promotion and with appropriate 
health information. 

It is said that no government 
could move towards 
dec riminalisa tion. because to do so 
would imply diluting the health 
warning. If alcohol, which ran 
legitimately occupy a prominent 
place in this list, were included, it 
would show a wish to approach this 
difficult and ancient problem in an 
unbiased and logical way. This 
process will not eliminate all drug 
damage in society, but it could 
greatly minimise it. 
jimhill 

Chittlchampton, Devon 

Aloof BFI needs 
Alan Parker 

Sir. Is Cotin McArthur really 

surprised that nobody has made a , 

fuss about Alan Parker’s I 

appointment to the British Film 
Institute (‘‘Warning: beware a 
narrow focus on the wide screen , 

15 August)? 

In truth, the average cinema- 
goer, and indeed the average 
“intellectual " probably couldn't 
care less. Relatively few people 
have heard of the BFI and even 


fewer have any idea what it actually 
does. It doesn’t help that the BFI 
has spent periods or the past 20 
years indulging a penchant for 
rarefied, academic debate which 
has tended to overshadow the 
organisation's more pragmatic 
achievements. 

Alan Parker may or may not be 
an anti-intellectual xenophobe; this 
is a matter of opinion. But if be can 
open up a rather aloof organisation 
to public scrutiny and promote it to 
a wider audience then perhaps the 
BFI will end up being as popular as 
Alan Parker’s films nave been with 
British audiences. 

JOHN DUNN 
London MW1 


Tide of hedonism 
swamps gays too 

Sin Your leading article (15 
August) lamenting the narcissistic 
obsessions of the men’s magazine 
market is spot-on. This trend is also 
reflected in the gay male press, 
where, since the demise of Capital 
Gay , political debate is practically a 
no-go area. 

What we now have on offer is 
Altitude, which, with its penchant 
for designergear-Iifestyles and 
washboard chests, is little more 
than a paean to some mythical 
Apollonian Ideal. Even the former 
champion of gay political causes. 

. Gay tanesy seems to have moved 
downmarket, in a bid to capture the 
“post-politics" metropolitan, 
hedonistic consumer. And the 1 

freebies, such zsBoyz, are little 


better than comics aimed at “post- 
political" boy-babes and then- 
older. richer admirers. 

Tbe common denominator 
between FHM and the above 
magazines is that they are aimed at 
single and well-heeled young men, 
both gay and straight. Meanwhile, 
debates over the a$e of consent, 
workplace discrimination, the 
relationship between poverty and 
gay prostitution, and the 
prevalence of queerbashing, 
continue to be swept under tbe gay 
press carpet. 

Dr ALAN BULLION 
Tunbridge Weds, Kent 


Applause that 
spoils the Proms 

Sir: Michael Vhreoe-Cocks (letter, 
14 August) defends the right of 
enthusiastic Inn inexperienced 
concert-goers to applaud between 
movements. 

The enthusiasm shown by Proms 
audiences is commendable. 
However, is it unreasonable to 
hope that, as well as learning about 
the music, they wifi also learn some 
of the conventions of behaviour 
which help to prevent distraction 
and spoil the enjoyment of others? 
Untimely applause can be just as 
irritating as rustling sweet papers 
and beeping digital watches. 

I can remember a Prom-; 

performance of Weber's 
“Invitation to tbe Dance "a few 
years ago where part of the 
audience fell into the trap of 
bursting into applause at the climax 


of the main waltz theme without 
waiting for the quiet epilogue to be 
played; this undoubtedly showed 
enthusiasm but spoiled the 
performance for everyone else. 

In case I am accused of elitism at 
the expense of new concert 
audiences, I should point out that 
regular attendees who should know 
better can be even more 
inconsiderate. I am thinking in 
particular of the person dubbed by 
the Promenaders “The Man with 
the Gap" who applauds loudly and 
shouts “Bravo" a microsecond after 
the final bar to show off how well 
he knows the piece. Fortunately he 
was missing at this season's 
performance of “Das Lied von der 
Erde" when the audience waited in 
stunned silence for what seemed 
tike an age and only then broke into 
rapturous applause. 

GORDON ELLIOT 
London El 


Gandhi dressed 
for protest 

Sin Gandhi's obsession with hand- 
spun clothes was more than a 
personal fed (“Sega of Mahatma 
memorial", 15 August). Indian 
hand-woven textiles were 
renowned and exported to all parts 
. of the world until the Manchester 
cotton industry swamped tbe 
Indian market with cheap, 
manufactured goods in the mid- 
19ihcentmy. 

Thus, a return to hand-woven 
textiles was at the heart of the early 
“Swadeshi” independence 


Blind to oomph 
on South Bank 

Sin Sir Brian Corby’s letter of 16 
August defended Lord Rogers’ 
South Bank proposals against 
Robert Maxwell's attack (Letters, 
13 August) by quoting Sir Leslie 
Martin's approval of the shielding 
his Royal Festival Hall will receive 
from those later monsters next 
door. But that is not enough. 

Maxwell’s negativism illustrates 
the seizure the Brits suffer when 
I anything bright appears. 

I Pettyfogging nit-picking killed Mies 
van der Robe's Mansion House 
tower, Zaha Hadid’s Welsh 
National Opera House, Santiago 
Calatrava’s east London bridge and 
Sir Norman Foster's scintillating 
skyscraper, grey academia blinding 
us to oomph. 
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movement when bonfires of 
English cloth were gestures of 
defiance. Gandhi, with his usual 
perspicacity, took up this theme 
and made the spinning wheel the 
symbol of non-violent revolt 
DIANA TROY 
Merthyr Cynog, Powys 


Time to give back 
the marbles 

Sin I have recently returned from a 
short trip to Greece, where I found 
the local people wonderfully 
hospitable and friendly, despite 
being sincerely aggrieved by the 
failure of successive British 
governments to return the ancient 
marbles taken from the Acropolis 
by Lord Elgin. 

I do not see why we cannot make 
a special case for the return of 
these treasured relics to their 
rightful owners - the people of 
Greece. 

While we know that modern 
Greece and its people are long 
removed from the ancient 
Hellenic, do we not still owe them a 
debt of gratitude for ail they have 
given the world? 

It is one thing to win the spoils of 
war, quite another to remove the 
cultural heritage of a nation 

humiliation ofoccupntion. 

Surely now, with the advent of a 
so-called “moral foreign policy'’, it 
is time for us to swiftly return these 
marbles, putting to rest the whole 
sorry affair, and in doing so, be the 
cause of national celebration in 
Greece, thus further increaang her . 
respect for us as a natural friend . I 

and ally. 

JULIAN McSWEENEY 
London W2 


I like wind in my hair and singing in 
the rain. Yet if the young want 
controlled atmospheres - tike the 
jet-lagged Pacific fish they prefer to 
tasty British - Rogers will achieve 

Sir Brian’s SoutH Bank Board 
should meet Rogers' spirit and find 
ways of stretching his flowing ribbon 
of glass all tbe way to County Hall 
with a taller “Hokusai” breaking 
wave masking the ug)y boot of the 
Shell building. Glittering and in 
scale with father Thames himself, 
what a glamorous heart-tinker from 
the Embankment! 

Balance a wide wooden deck, the 
sky its roof, choir the trains on 
Hungerford Bridge and, over the 
moon, everyone would dance 
across the river, making lave under 
the stars. 

Professor PATRICK HODGKINSON 
Bath 


Victims of child 
pornography 

Sin In today’s Independent (IS 
August), both Richard Ingrams and 

the schootieadrer who^ed^ 
himself after being charged with 

Because he was not actually 
interfering with these children, 
neither man seems to find his crime 
anything to get upset about. 

Where do these two believe tbe 
children come from who are 
exploited for the creation of such 
pornography? Are they so lacking in 
empathy for anyone except their 
own kind - middle-aged, middle- 
class men - that they cannot imagine 
the fear and shame these boys feel? 

I don’t know if Glen Newey has 
young male grandchildren, but 1 
know Mr Ingrams does. If at some 
future date his tittle darlings are 
used in such a way to gratify cfirty old 
men, I hope he can continue to 
practise what he preaches. 

JULIE BURCHILL 
Brighton. East Sussex 


Leader in waiting 

Sir. Andrew Bhihm (letter, 16 
August) explains the “rudeness and 
cheating" of some restaurants in 
France by their taking on “large 
numbers of French students" in the 
summer. I have not in 20-odd years 
of living in tourist centres in France 
met rudeness or cheating. Nor have 
I met any but rarely changing 
professional staff, often pretty cold, 

I brisk and correct on a firet visit but 
usually very friendly over the years. 

Is he thinking of President 
Chirac? As a student, he did work 

in a restaurant - in the US. Few 
French restaurants would have 
accepted him as serious. 

JOHN LIVINGSTONE 
Buuritz, France 
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What is it 
about avant- 
garde art that 
so excites the 
Germans? 
This year’s 
Dokumenta 
extravaganza 
has much to 
enjoy, but don’t 
expect to 
understand it, 
says Matthew 
Collings 
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It may be anti-art, but 


they’re all mad for it 



Jk strange thing about German people 
/l is the way they like avant-garde art 
so much. We hate it over here, of 
/ '% course, but over there they're mad 
JL wMtJor it. All over the place there are 
Kunsthallen and Kunstvereine full of the Stuff. 
There are loads of huge private collections of 
it. tons of swanky new brilliantly designed 
multicoloured post-modernist public museums 
devoted to it, stacks of big annual art fairs sell- 
ing it. and a horde of sexy, international super- 
star German artists who since the Sixties or 
Fifties - or indeed any lime after the Second 
World War - have risen to massive. Oasis-type 
fame, based on the nation’s craving for art that 
nobody can understand. 

The biggest, best, most expensively produced 
and least comprehensible-bv-normal-people 
international artfest is the five-yearly Doku- 
menta- held in the otherwise un-noteworthy 
town of Kassel, an hour or so's very high-speed 
German train ride from the nearest airport at 
Hanover. This year’s Dokumenta cost £7m to 
stage. The money comes partly from taxpayers 
and partly from private sponsorship. That's a lot 
of Turner Prizes. 

As usual, a guest curator has thought up a 
theme and selected the artists to take part: 250 
of them, from all over the world. They range 


from thundering giants of the genre such as Ger- 
many's Gerhard Richter, an an superstar since 


many s uernard Richter, an an superstar smce 
the Sixties, to bright newcomers on the inter- 
national avant-garde radar, such as sculptor 


Siobhan Hapaska and installation/conceptual 
artist Liam Gillick, both London-based, both 
Goldsmiths College graduates. 

This year’s curator, the 42-year-old Parisian 
Catherine David, who used to Organise exhib- 
itions at the Pompidou Centre, has been hav- 
ing a great time over the past few months stag- 
ing international press conferences and saying 
nothing that anybody could understand beyond 
hinting strongly that her Dokumenta would be 
anti-commercial, anti-galleries, anti-trendy and 
anti-American. When the Dokumenta finally 
opened in July, it turned ont that the show, at 
least in its line-up, really is more or less against 
trendiness, or at least indifferent to it 

Lots of the artists exhibiting are not at the 
buzzingest end of international contemporary 
art, nor are they represented by powerful gal- 
leries. Many of them have almost unpron- 
ounceable names and do not come from Ger- 
many, New York, London, or even eastern 
Europe. Also, many of the well-known partici- 
pants are far less trendy now than they have been 
in the past Richard Hamilton and Art & Lan- 
guage, for example. 

Indeed, these two -or three, since Art & Lan- 
guage is a group of two - seemed to be making 
a comment in their works at Dokumenta about 
the value of the past Richard Hamilton showed 
a multi-part installation that included the Ger- 
man Renaissance artist Albrecht Durer's 
famously enigmatic engraving Melancholy (a 
classical female figure gloomily contemplating 


some cosmic symbols), as well as a group of his 
own new ultra-perfectionist oil painting s of mys- 
terious modem interiors. These included veiled 


references not only to Hamilton’s own Pop Art 
past but also to the art of the all-time master 


past but also to the art of the all-time master 
of mysterious interiors, Johannes Vermeer. 

Hamilton also showed a shiny new cube- 
shaped metal machin e thing that could make 
little cloudbursts^ This work seemed like a sigh 
for the good old days when technology was uni- 
versally loved for being a good thing both for 
society and for art. Interviewed by a group of 
journalists on the morning of the opening, 
Hamilton said that he was glad to be associated 
with the first conceptual artist, Marcel Duchamp, 


photos and. film screens and stuff And also, 
because erf the Internet and the way everything 
is known about everything as soon as it happens 
nowadays - or even before it happens, even if 
it is in Africa - there would be a lot of interactive 
Internet-type art events put on by incredibly 
young people. 


but sad that today’s version of conceptual ait 
was, in his view, generally too much on the “silly" 
side. 


A rt & Language showed a group of objects 
called “furniture paintings'* - chairs and 
tables made out of small, brightly 
coloured painting, each one imprinted with a 
photocopy image of pages from their own teds 
- inquiries into the meaning of art - which 
they’ve been publishing since the Sixties. A fur- 
ther extension of their work was a performance, 
staged each evening, involving handsome, clas- 
sically trained German actors lip-synching to a 
recording of a conversation between the two Art 
& Language members and one of their col- 
leagues, the art writer Charles Harrison. The 
props for this performance were the actual paint- 
spattered tables and chairs and old paint pots 
from the duo’s studio in Banbury, near Oxford, 
specially shipped in for the event. This was a 
weird but certainly compelling pile-up of illusion 
and reality, with some genuine discourse hiding 
in there somewhere. 

On the morning of the opening, Catherine 
David gave her last press conference, reaffirm- 
ing her anti-isms and announcing also that the 
Dokumenta was more or less about the big prob- 
lems of modern urban intellectual, cultural and 
spiritual life, and the way all experience is medi- 
ated now through advertising and TV and such- 
like, and that in this situation “art alone is not 
enough". And dial's why a lot of the art. in Doku- 
menta wouldn't be merely pleasurable or sen- 
suous or beautiful, or in fact not pleasurable or 
sensuous or beautiful at all, but more like lots 
of videos and black-and-white documentary 
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carping against the Dokumenta (too elitist, too 
obscure, too dry, too expensive), and say the 
really dreadful stuff was the art; bat it wasn't. 
In fact, Dokumenta is a good thmg. It be^an in 
1955. The first one was mostly international- 
style, post-Jackson-FOQock abstract painting. 
The ones since then have been accurate baro- 
meters of the way art is going, and this one, the 
10th, is no exception. Art really is pretty strange 
and difficult nowadays. It’s no one’s fault, and 
It's good to be given a chance to look it over and 
wonder what s going to happen next For 
example - as critics are nowiunrung around ask- 
ing themselves - is painting dead again? It’s been 
dead so many times this century; maybe it really 
has had enough by now. 

The Dokumenta sprawls through several big 
buildings, across open fields and right into the 
town's centre, taking over parts of the subway 
and mainline railway station. Nobody could say 
it is an entirely pleasurable experience. There 
is frequently the feeling that a lot of exhausting 
head-scratching and frowning has to be done for 
not much reward. But even n there is not much 
actual painting to speak of, there are still plenty 
of things you can enjoy quite straightforwardly. 

Gerhard Richter’s installation is like a peek 
behind the scenes of this artists official output. 
Entitled /filar, it is a huge, eye-straining collec- 
tion of thousands of the snapshots and news 
photographs he has used as source material for 
the coldly scientific paintings be has been turn- 
ing out for the past 30 years. Just as a docu- 
mentation of the oddness of everyday life and 
the way fashions in sideburns come and go, it' s 
an experience. But a lot of the material is very 
touchingly studio-worn, grubby with paint marks 
and the remains of bits of masking tape, and, on 
the whole, there's a warmth and intimacy and 
curiosity-appeal lo Atlas - for all its grand scale 
- which is often lacking in Richter’s finished 
products. 

The Cologne artist Rosemarie Track! ’s House 
For Pigs and People - which she designed with 


an architect collaborator, Carsten Hoeller - is 
literally a house for pigs, which people can view 
through a very large sheet of mirrored glass, so 
that the pigs, with their newly born piglets, can’t 
see the people. 

A sculpture by Martin Kippenber^er. another 
Cologne artist (who died earlier this year, still 
in his mid-forties) appears in one of the fields 
outside the main Dokumenta site. As usual with 
this artist, the meaning is vague, or fluid, or 
something. A big white metal structure like the 
entrance to a European metro station with a 
padlocked gate; it is planted in green grass, as 
if it might lead down into the earth. It includes 
a kind of Brutatist, Fifties-style logo in the metal- 
work - a milky bosom and a hammer. Strange, 
funny, sad. 


Is painting - 
dead again? £ , 
The 

Dokumenta 
exhibition 
may give 
the critics 


iobhan Hapaska, who was born in Ireland 
.and moved to London from Belfast in the 


Eighties, has been given a whole, gallery- 
sued space for three of her sculptures. They mix 
hi-tech forms with odd. dreamy atmospheres, 
suggestive of far-away places and sudden 
changes in temperature: desert, ocean, ice. A lot 
of this year’s Dokumenta is about travel, or more 
precisely about bow ideas of travel can be 
accessed by modern communications technology 
without anyone having to go anywhere. In 
many cases you get the idea pretty quickly - 
"Aha! Travel!" - but then wonder why it's being 
presented to you: “Er, so what?" Hapaska's art, 
which can sometimes seem inhumanly stream- 
lined and mysterious (rather than mystifying), 
is positively romantic and mysterious (rather 
than mystifying) in this context. 

And what about those videos? Yes. they 
tended to drone on boringly. But one of them 
was the most instantly pleasurable work in the 
show. Dial H-I-S-T-O-R-Y is a collage of clips, 
masterfully paced and edited by Johan Gri- 
monprez, a Trinidad-born artist who lives in 
Ghent, Belgium. Made over a period of two 
years, it shows a fabulously jangled and fractured 
narrative about plane- hijacking in the Seventies 
and is an exercise in style - the styles of hijack- 
ers, of air hostesses, of hair, of guns, of political 
rhetoric, and of TV ads, stings and jingles. 
S i ran«e f funny, kilsch, bnlliant, labour-intensive 
and kind of pointless. But worth seeing. 
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Dokumenta 10' runs to the end of September. 
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T oday I am bringing you 
the conclusion of our 
exclusive interview with 
Jerry Bonaventura. Jerry 
Bonaventura is the American 
author who has just 
published Ehis Presley - The 
Posthumous Years, which is 
the first of Elvis's 
biographies to concentrate 
on what has happened to 
Elvis's story since he died. 

Can you ' explain the 
rocketing popularity of Ehis 
lookatike contests? Especially 
as most of the contestants can 
have no idea -outside film - 
what Elvis looked like, being 
too young to haw seen him? 

Whoa there, whoa there! 
Let’s take that all one at a 
time. First off, these are not 
lookalike contests. It isn’t 
much use looking like Elvis if 
you can’t also sound like 
him, and vice versa. There 
are guys out there who sound 
incredibly like Elvis but who 
are short and thin and 
bespectacled. What can they 
do, poor guys? 

Well they could take to 
hamburgers and pills and 
overeat till they expand and 
get fat and become like him. 

Wise guy, huh? No, the 
answer for them is to change 
their voices a bit and become 
Buddy Holly clones. Now. I 


am not an expert on Elvis 
Presley’s lifetime, only on his 
death time, but I am 
reasonably sure that there 
were very few Elvis Presley 
impersonators during his me, 
only after his death. What 
does this tell us? 

I don ’t know. What does il 
tell us? 

It tells us that anyone who 
dared to imitate Elvis Presley 
in his lifetime would find 
himself sued for millions of 
dollars by Cblonel Tom 
Parker. It also tells us that it 
was only when Elvis died that 



people really missed him. 
They missed him so much 


Miles 

Kington 


They missed him so much 
that they wanted to recreate 
his presence in any way they 
could. Now, this never 
happened to any other 
singing star. Nobody has ever 
become a Frank Sinatra 
impersonator or organised a 
Frank Sinatra impersonator 
contest. Why not? 

Because Frank Sinatra is 
still abve. 

Wise guy. But isn’t it 
remarkable that noboefy ever 
went into, the business of 
imitating Bing Crosby or Jimi 
Hendrix ... or John Lennon? 
Ah, John Lennon! Now there 
was a guy whose death sent 
shock-waves through the 
world! When John Lennon 


died, people felt a great man 
had gone. But they didn’t 
start impersonating him. Why 
not? 

Too easy. 

Wise guy. All I'm saying is 
that people impersonate 
Elvis and nobody else. 


People try to look like 
Marilyn Monroe, and they 
walk like John Wayne, and 
they talk like Humphrey 
Bogart, but its only Elvis 
they sing and wiggle and tty 
to BE like. The problem is: 
which Elvis Presley are they 
going to be like? " 

How do you mean? 

Well, Presley 

impersonators can imitate 


the young, slim, lovely Elvis. 
Or they can imitate the 
older, fatter, slightly 
debauched Elvis. Or - and 
this is where it gets tricky - 
they can imitate Elvis as he 
would have been had he not 
died. 

And haw is that? 

Some Elvis impersonators 
think that Elvis would have 
been grey-haired and slim 
and serious in his sixties, 
something like Johnny Cash 
Some people think he would 
be a fatty. Some think he 
would be a rather ridiculous 
ageing rocker on a motorised 
dimmer frame. One 
impersonator I know thinks 
that at the age of 62 Elvis 
would have been a balding 
Japanese performer in black 
leather! 

Why would he think that? 
Because the impersonator 

I m thinking of is a balding 
Japanese singer in black 

leather. But then there are 
other spin-offs in the 
competitive Elvis field. 

There are Elvis diet-alike 
contests... 

Diet -alike? What does that 
mean ? 

All the contestants have to 
a>ok and eat a meal from 


r-, . , uuiq 

Elvis s repertoire in a certain 
tune, without being sick. 


When you said diet-alike 
contests, I thought you M'd 
“die-alike " for a moment ! 

Well, it is rumoured that 
such things do exist, but if 
there ever was an Elvis 
Presley Die-Alike Contest, I 
never met anyone who had 
gone in for it. For obvious 
reasons, Iguess. No, the new 
thing that’s going on in the 
States is the rise of Elvis 
Impersonator Impersonation 
Contests. 

IWutf on earth are they? 

Well, some impersonators 
are so good in their own 
nght that they have acquired 

[heir own followmg. They 

have put new twists to the 
King's stage presence, added 
new things of their own, so 
people are now imitating the 
people who imitate Elvis. An 
will be able to look at 
an Elvis act and tell you , 
which impersonator it is 
based on. 

Incredible. Ftnafy Mr . 
Bonaventura , do you have mfy 
toff of advice forPitsky 

Yeah. If vou are goingto 
get any one new book about 
Hvis Presley, kids, for . 
heaven’s sake make sure it’s 
mine! Don’t get anything 

written by a Jeny ~ . 
Bonaventura impersonatorT- 
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the commentators 


My name’s Peter — 
vote for me so I 
can be important 


A i fixst glance, it seems a 

fi2? ge l ?? rt of a baiUe- 
Celd, rather as if a victor- 
ious general had challenged his 

33ff£*S °PPonem lo a duel 
while the dead were still being 
hauled away. Four yearn ago of 
course there would have been 
a wonderful, symbolic reson- 
ance to it - peter Mandelson, 
the modernisers’ Prince of 
Darkness, takes on Red Ken. 
firebrand of the old left, in a 
duel for the heart of the Labour 
Party. 

The Minister without Port- 
folio, Jong famed as Labour's 
spin-doctor-in -chief and archi- 
tect of Tony Blair's party 
reforms, is to stand for one of 
seven constituency seats on the 
ruling National Executive Com- 
mittee. The withdrawal of both 
Gordon Brown and Jack Straw 
from this year’s election had put 
Ken Livingstone, former 
Greater London Council leader 
and now Brent East MP. in 
pole position to win a place. So 
the two men, legend now has it. 
are locked head to head in the 
latest bitter struggle between 
left and right. 

Or maybe not. Maybe that 
battle was won long ago, ihe 
final seal stamped on its last 
treaty by Labour's landslide 
victory in the general election, 
the few last stragglers tolerated 
- or sometimes not - as relics 
of a bygone age. 

If there is one thing Tony 
Blair’s bright, shiny tendency 
can say with certainty, it is that 
U has the upper hand. No sane 
person on the left believes the 
bat 



Fran 

Abrams 

Will it 
matter if 
Mandelson 
fails to get 
a seat on 

the NEC? 
To him, yes. 
But to the 
Government 
or the 
Labour 
Party? 


victory. Mandelson’s assault on 
the NEC should be seen not as 
an aberration by a man whose 
closeness to the Prime Minister 
already gives Him all the power 
he needs, but as part of a long, 
sustained campaign to become 
a major political player. 

Will he succeed in reaching 
this latest staging-post? It is 
very hard to tefi. While talcs of 
his unpopularity abound - Mr 
Livingstone joked yesterday 
that his fellow MPs would stand 
him more drinks than he had 
been bought in 10 years if he 
beat off his challenger -no one 
knows what party members 
really think. And it is they who 
will decide, by one member, one 
vote. 

Mr Mandelson is taking no 
chances - he has met more 
local party members since the 
election than any minister - but 
that is in the nature of the 
beast. One of the secrets of his 
success is that he rarely leaves 
anything to chance. The story of 
how he dropped into a fish and 
chip shop to ask for a portion 
of guacamok during the cam- 
paign for bis Hartlepool seat 
may be apocryphal, but reports 
that this metropolitan creature 
was seen regularly oa the ter- 
races at Hartlepool United cer- 
tainly are not. 

His chances of success this 
time are complicated by one 
more wild card. While Gordon 
Brown's and Jack Straw's votes 
are unlikely to transfer neatly to 
Mr Livingstone, the Welsh min- 
ister Peter Hain is also standing 
and could expect to pick up 
quite a few of them, ft is just 
possible that in the end it will 
be he. and not Red Ken. who wifi see off Peter 
Mandelsoris challenge. 

And will it matter if Mandelson loses? lb 


ttle it now wages is an equal, 
or even seriously a winnable 
one. If Labour's modernisers can abolish 
Clause IV, clinch a 95 per cent “yes" vote for 

their manifesto proposals, and top the lot by _ 

taking 418 seats at a general election, they him. certainty, although it will not have much 
have little left to prove. effect on his position as a minister. No one 

puts himself up for such a public test of 
strength without fearing the humiliation of 
defeat. But to the Government? lb the 
Labour Parly? 

Maybe Mr Mandelson will win this battle 
and will go on to be the "big and serious" polit- 
ician that be so clearly wants to be. And 
maybe, in years to come, history will remem- 
ber him not as a spin-doctor and moderniser 
but as the man who rebuilt the NHS, sorted 
out the pensions mess or launched a British 
space programme. But for now, we have no 
evidence of this. What we do know is that 
Peter Mandelson is a very effective spin- 
doctor. All the rest is personal ambition, pure 
and simple. 

That is not exactly a criticism, of course. 
No one gets anywhere in politics unless they 
are personally ambitious. But to suggest 
that there is some grand battle of principles 
going on here, that in some way New Labour 
needs this victory, is palpable nonsense. 
New Labour is already sated with victory, and 
some may wonder why the feeling has not 
spread as far as the office of the Minister 
Without Portfolio. 

The portentous tone of the debate over 
what wui happen in this election proves just 
one thing - that, as usual, Peter Mandelson 
is doing what he does best: spinning. Ffeihaps 
h^Wdeen roots within the Labour's voters should ask themselves 


Then why is Peter Mandelson so deter- 
mined to win an NEC seal that this August 
finds him campaigning frantically. whOe less 
energetic men sun themselves on beaches? 

The simplest explanation being advanced by 
party officials is that someone simpty had to 
stop Mr Livingstone. Bnt this will not wash. 
Even with his presence added to that of Den- 
nis Skinner and Diane Abbott, the left would 
still be outnumbered by 22 to three on the 
executive. And anyway, a busy Minister with- 
out Portfolio with a millennium exhibition to 
run. a dozen other affairs of state to attend 
to and a somewhat patchy claim to party pop- 
ularity is hardly the best man for the job. 

Even those closest to Mr Mandelson agree 
that the “scupper Ken” line does not draw the 
whole picture. The truth is that the minister 
wants more than anything to be whal one 
friend described as “a big and important 
politician". 

Although Labour’s former director of com- 
munications has come for, there has never 
been a real test of his popularity in the party- 
Never having stood for any internal position, 
he has never been able to prove that party 
members realty want what he has to offer. The 
key to ihi* puzzle is a deep need for legitimacy. 

Although Mr Mandelson ’s reputation is that 
of a revolutionary moderniser, his friends 


Labour Party. He joined the party 
his grandfather, Herbert Morrison, was deputy bis party, 
P^Snister after Labours 1945 landslide hnnself. 


Keep the flag flying 
for our past glories 


I t was obviously going to 
take something spedal to 
knock the Di and Dodi 
sbow off the front pages 
and, surprise surprise, 
it’s sport wot's done it. Chris 
Smith’s announcement that 
team games (such as cricket, 
football and rugby) would not 
be included in Ihe Govern- 
ment's £100m academy of 
sporting excellence has raised 
some predictable hackles. Lord 
MacLaurin, chairman of the 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board, reacted to the news 
swiftly, suggesting that cricket 
be taken off the list of BBC- 
broadcast national events and 
freed to go after the big money 
cm offer from satellite televi- 
sion. Chris Smith reacted 
equally swiftly: he called the 
chairman’s bluff and agreed to 
“talk about it". In the space of 
just a few hours, cricket’s future 
as an important national event 
was in jeopardy. Hang on, 
Dodi, this’ll have to wait - 
we’re needed on another line. 

Breast-beating about our 
sporting setbacks has long been 
one or the nation's favourite 
sports; it can almost claim to 
deserve some sort of lottery 
handout in its own right. And 
we are once more in a sporting 
slump - our athletes returned 
from Athens with a few silvers 
and bronzes, but no gold; and 
our cricketers have once again 
been humbled by Australia, a 
country with a population only 
a sixth the size of ours. If only, 
as Thny Banks declared at the 
weekend, dreamily proposing a 
ban on national flags and 
anthems at sporting encoun- 
ters, it didn't matter. If only the 
less likeable aspects of jingois- 
tic nationalism could be fil- 
tered out of sport, leaving it as 
a playground for international 
comradeship and fun. 

If only. It is easy enough to 
sympathise with Banks's views: 
there have been plenty of times 
in ihe recent past when the 
Union Flag has seemed like 
nothing so much as gang 
insignia - it fitted right in with 
shaven heads, tattoos, beer bel- 
lies and ugty brawls. This is the 
coarse side to flag-waving, but 
there’s also a fine and senti- 
mental one. Athletes (and view- 
ers) frequently blub when their 
national colours ride up the 
flagpole, and no wonder: it 
simultaneously focuses and 
expresses, through a simple rit- 
ual, the enormousness of their 
achievement (the best in the 
whole wide world - a childhood 
fantasy come true). And the 
flags are easily transferable. 
Emotional unionists, and even 

and thistle^would have^been 
moved by the spectacle of 
Welsh, Scottish ana Irish heads 
shoved between English but- 
tocks during the British Lions’ 
trhimphant tour of South Africa. 
And an against-ih e-odds vic- 
tory in next month’s Ryder Cup 
would do more for the image of 


by Robert Winder 



Athletes often blub when their national colours 
ride up the flagpole, and no wander: the ritual 
expresses a childhood fantasy come true 


the European flag than any 
number of urgent polemics on 
the merits of correnty union. 

More to the point, though, 
competition is - like it or not - 
wired into the very concept of 
sport Sportsmen and women 
begin by beating their school- 
mates; then they beat other 
schools, then other clubs, then 
other towns. If they are good 
enough, they get picked for 
their countries, and then they 
can take on the best in the 
world. And in a significant sym- 
bolic sense they are ours, these 
sportsmen and women; they 
are the best we have to offer - 
they are picked, as the saying 
goes, to “represent” their coun- 
tries. Nothing could be more 
natural than that we should 
want them to put us in a good 
light. These are our best feet we 
are putting forward; inevitably 
we are dismayed if they turo out 
not to be as fast or skilful as we 
fondly thought they were. 

International sport is, if any- 
thing, growing in importance as 
an emblematic encounter 
between various competing 
national prides, if only because 
it is such an easy thing to have 
in common, such an available 
international language. When 
Tony Banks remarked that all 
the flag-waving made sport 


seem like “an extension of 
war", he was going too far; on 
the contrary, it is a harmless 
euphemism for war, an inno- 
cent way for countries that dis- 
like one another (America and 
the Soviet Union, for instance) 
to settle their differences on a 
basketball court or In kayaks. 
Throughout history, flags and 
banners are what people have 
Tallied round or united 
beneath. Just as national 
stereotypes are the basis of 
most jokes, so sport offers a 
showcase for caricatures that 
sway close, sometimes, to 
racism: thus Kenyans are all 
lungs and steely legs, Italians 
are all hot-tempered virtuosi, 
and we Brits are all beer-and- 
pickle resolve. No amount of 
wishing is likely to change this. 

But excellence, in Britain, 
has always been more highly 
esteemed if it seemed to have 
been achieved with some insou- 
ciance: we have, rather per- 
versely, never much liked mono- 
maniac grinders such as Nick 
Faldo, preferring happy-go- 
lucky types such as Ian Botham, 
or cheerful losers such as Frank 
Bruno. This is why the whole 
idea of national academies 
seems vexing: it strikes us. espe- 
cially as it relates to athletics, as 
a little too authoritarian. Total- 


itarian regimes have always 
liked athletics: the Russians, 
especially, could whisk 10-year- 
olds into hot-house programmes 
and turn out gold medal-win- 
ning gymnasts at the drop of a 
haL There is another reason why 
the Government's proposal to 
make Olympic sports a priority 
has not been universally 
applauded. Put crudely, a big 
proportion of Britain’s sports 
lovers do not really rate 
Olympic-type sports as sports. 
Or rather, they are sports, but 
not games. They are tediously 
statistical and quantifiable (bad 
for arguments in the pub); 
they’re all about David Coleman 
ctymg, “And just listen to this ... 

forty seven point four - a new all- 
comers’ European indoor best!” 


kind of national pick-me-up 
delivered by Britain’s traditional 
pastimes - football, rugby, 
cricket, golf and even tennis. 
These days, if a British player 
gets back a couple of serves, it's 
time to dear the back page. 


PHOTOMONTAGE: MARK HAYMAN 


To a certain extent it is ironic 
that a Labour government, 
even a New Labour govern- 
ment, should be giving priority 
to the most emphatically indi- 
vidualistic sport there is. But it 
dearly is part of any govern- 
ment’s role to subsidise ailing 
interests, and athletics certainly 
seems to fit the bill, even if it 
is at the expense of “bigger” or 
more historic pursuits. And 
perhaps that, after alL is the 
nub of it. Not may countries are 
quite so ambitious in quite so 
many fields as we are. 

Brazilians have football. New 
Zealanders have their AD 
Blacks, but neither is so arro- 
gant to believe that they can 
also produce world-beaters in 
half a dozen other sports. But 
we hanker after greatness in 
football, cricket, rugby, golf, 
tennis, athletic, boxing and 
motor sport — not to mention 
anything to do with boats or 
horses. Are we spreading our- 
selves too thinty? JProbabfy. But 
perhaps we owe it to our past 
to do so. All of these sports are 
- more or less (athletics is 
Greek) - British gifts to the 
world, the most durable and 
popular legacy of our imperial 
adventures. It behoves us, in a 
way, to keep the flag flying, 
even if these days it is, more 
often than not, at half mast 


Forget the politics, feel the quality of life 
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T his being Ireland, we begin 
with a myth- There are more 
BMWs per head of population 
in Ulster than there are m the rest 
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••Nowhere is further than 30 min- 
utes from the coast, so it’s easy to go 
sailing,” said Beth Robinson, a hand- 
some woman in her thirties whose 
business has a reputation as the 
area’s poshest estate agent. There is 
money for yachts, and for second 
homes on the North Antrim coast 

Beth’s BMW was occupied else- 
where. So she borrowed somebody 
else’s to take me to lunch. The new 
“in” place was Deanes, a city-centre 
bistro with an extravagant mature of 
decor - simple lines d uttered by 

Greek columns and urns -and a sim- 
ilar magpie eye for food. “Recrasion 
never hit as hard because the boom 
was never as great," she began, dip- 
ping the hefty Eiscan bread into the 
first of the three kinds of oils - 
coriander, garlic and chilli - which 
flnivsd unsolicited. B 

Ulster folk, she said, are cautious. 
Thev have less plastic debt. They 
never had a negative equity problem. 
The average mortgage is about 
£5«i 000 and bouse prices nse steadily 
hv5 to 10 percent a year. “It wassur- 

. . .r. thA firct mtcpfiw 
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£ffect£d the market Within three 
months people were coming home. 
c a insbury J s dedded to open. When 
they did, there were people queue- 
: n n mj to get the trolleys." 

1>2versety, the Roubles had had 
a double-edged effect on the local 
economy. When Belfast was being, 
bombed, the glaziers and builders 
bought the BMWs; when it wasn t, 
citvSntre shopkeepers would boy. 
But in most respects the violence just 
hasn’t touched the Ulster middle 
class. “We just see it on the TV like 
vou do," said the nice woman from 
outside Ballymena, whom I ted met 
cm the boat train. For all that, 
njiddle^lass weekend dinnerparties 
smdionsty avoid the topics of polities 



and religion. “So many people who 
are urbane and apparently normal in 
every other respect,” said Beth, 
“have such ridiculous views." 

The middle class eschew politics, 
to the extent that the area’s most chic 
eating place. Shanks Restaurant, 
half-an-hour's drive into the North 
Down countryside, closes at the 
height of the dread marching season. 
“Most of soy customers go on holi- 
day for a fortnight, to escape." said 
the chef/proprietor, Robbie Millar. 

But Shanks, too, shows the under- 
side of the peace dividend. The 
Unables kept the multinationals oat 
of Ulster, Yufle Magee had told me, 
but now the big boys were coming in. 
A Hilton is being built to rival the 
empire of big hotels owned by a local 
family. The local supermarket chain, 
Stewarts, has been sold to Tbsco- 

“Before, the directors of those 
local firms bought BMWs from me,” 
Yuile had said. But the conglomer- 
ates have their directors in London 
and local managers just get VWs or 
suchlike. “It's going to bring a much 
bigger change than the people of 
Northern Ireland realise. Money 
which once circulated in the province 
will now be sucked out to the head 
office in London." 

The fracturing force of the new 
economic global reality was evident 
at Shanks, too. One of the directors 
from Stewarts was in that lunch time 


“Wb haven’t seen your MD for a 
while," he shouted across the room. 

“He doesn’t entertain as much 
these days,” the rep replied diplo- 
matically. 

“They used to supply Stewarts, 
too.” Robbie whispered. 

That evening Paul Rankin, the 
owner of Roscoff, the province's 
first Mich din-starred restaurant, 
where Robbie was once head chef, 
visited bis protdgd for dinner. 
Rankin, a tall, wild man with stubble 
goatee, long curly hair and grizzled 
features, was greeted with warmth by 
the besuited clientele, who were evi- 
dently regulars at Roscoff too. 

“This man’s from The Indepen- 
dent,"' he said, introducing me to one 
chap. 

“Vou must know my cousin. Cal 
McCrystal,” he replied. 

“Are you a cousin of Cal McCiys- 
tal?" said another man, rising from 
his table. “So am L" The two men fell 
into intent conversation and I moved 
on. Northern Ireland, Beth had told 
me, was just one big family. 

Rankin, who trained with the 
Roux Brothers, was at the urine list, 
choosing a bottle each of what turned 
out to be a formidable Californian 
chardonnay and pinot noir. I men- 
tioned Yufle’s thesis to him. He was 
unfazed. “We have to develop out of 
the siege mentality," said the Ulster- 
man, "and shake the place out of 
with his Tfesco redundancy cheque, mediocrity. We have to learn to 
wondering whether he would be able compete not just with Northern Ire- 
to find another job. And the impact land, but with the whole UK." 
is wider. “Stewarts used local pro- Ticking into smoked chicken with 
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dace - even the herbs were focal, 
said Robbie. “What will happen to 
local suppliers now?" 

At mia-afternoon, in the bar, Rob- 
bie’s wife, Shirley, was chatting to the 
woman from the local wine 
merchants. 


seared foie fpvs., calves' liver sauced 
with exquisite intensity, and a con- 
summate mango cheesecake, it was 
not hard to concur. But whether the 
rest of the community would agree, 
one suspected, was a rather different * 
matter. 
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current accounts 
aren't in the habit 
of giving you 



Open an Alliance Account before 31 October 1997 and we'll 
add £30 to your balance. 

But that's not the only feature that sets us apart from the rest 

• 24 hour telephone banking, 365 days a year 

• Credit interest of up to 3.0% gross p.a. 

• Low overdraft rates with no monthly fee or set up charge 

• Access to cash via around 350 branches, 20,000 Post Offices 
and almost 12,000 LINK cash machines 

We will also help you switch your account. To apply or for 
more information, just call us on the number below. 


£30 ADDED 

TO YOUR BALANCE 

when you apply before 
31 October 1997 


■ ALLIANCE 

■ LEICESTER 

No ordinary current account 


Call FREE 0500 95 95 95 
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Soaring VAT payments help take the pressure 

Tax surge 


off government debt as the threat of a bear market recedes 


boost for 


the public 


finances 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


The highest level of VAT re- 
ceipts since records began 
meant the public sector paid 
back much more of its bor- 
rowings last month than econ- 
omists had expected. Gilts 
initially welcomed the news 
because the repayment will re- 
duce the number of govern- 
ment bonds in issue but there 
were also worries that the fig- 
ures painted a picture of an 
overheating economy that wi(J 
require higher interest rates to 
calm activity. 

The £3.875bn repayment in 
July compared with a £4.64bn 
deficit in June and a £1.84bn re- 
payment a year ago. It meant 
the cumulative deficit after 
four months of the current fis- 
cal year is running at little 
more than half last year’s short- 
fall. The aggregate deficit of 
£4367bn compares with last 
year's £8.1 lbn. 

There was good news on 
spending, with departmental 
outlays up by just 0.2 per cent 
year on year, suggesting that the 
restraint seen in the second half 
of last year continues this time. 
But most of the good news 
came on the receipts side, with 
VAT receipts 32 per cent high- 
er year on year, corporation tax 
up by 14 per cent and income 
tax 12 per cent higher, sug- 
gesting a limited impact from 
the introduction of self-assess- 
ment for the self-employed. 

.. Although July is normally a 
favourable month for public 
sector finances due to large pjty- 
ments of both income and cor- 
poration tax, analysts said the 
number exceeded expectations 
by some margin. According to 
David Coleman, economist at 
CEBC Wood Gundy, the 
strength was mainly associated 
with the pick-up in high street 
spending during the summer as 
consumers took advantage of 
windfall payments. 

He took, a sanguine view of 
the implications of the figures, 
adding: “The main considera- 
tion for gOt investors should be 


the improving trend in public 
finances. It is true that a large 
part of the falling PSBR is due 
to the economic cyde, butt the 
latest figures suggest public 
spending is still subdued.” 

Jonathan Loynes at HSBC 
Markets also took heart from 
the data, which he described as 
“an excellent set of numbers, 
which confirm that the public 
finances are feeling the bene- 
fits of the recent acceleration 

in activity.” 

He added: “After a disap- 
pointing first quarter to the 
financial year, the PSBR is 
back on trade to meet or even 
undershoot the official full- 
year forecast of £13bn.’' 

Geoffrey Dicks, economist at 
NatWest Markets, also wel- 
comed the figures: “The 
strength of consumer spending 
is having a major impact on the 
cyclical component of the 
2%BR while public spending re- 
straint is tackling the structur- 
al component. Although the 
markets were expecting a debt 
repayment this month, its scale 
has outweighed expectations. 1 ’ 

Other economists were, how- 
ever, less optimistic. Com- 
merzbank economist Chris 
Barclay said he was surprised 
to see gilts responding positively 
to the numbers, given that the 
major concern for government 
bonds is how far interest rates 
may have to climb to quell in- 
flationary pressures. 

“Short sterling contracts are 
suggesting rates are set to peak 
at 7 or perhaps 7.25 per cent 
and there is a big risk that this 
is too optimistic,** he added. 

Morgan Stanley economist 
Mark Miller agreed that strong 
corporation tax receipts and a 
record VAT contribution were 
“signs that the pick-up in the 
economy may harden the mon- 
etary outlook for the UK and 
so have a negative impact". 

He warned that the VAT 
numbers suggest that retail 
sales data, due to be released 
tomorrow, could well be strong, 
boosted in part by the windfall 
bonuses from building society 
demutualisations. 



Capital 

Corp 
may sue 

rumour 

mongers 



tfgel Cop® , 

City Correspondent 


Spending power The strength of consumer demand is having a beneficial impact on file public sector borrowing requirement Photogaph: Nicola Kurtz 


Markets shrug off meltdown fears 


Tom Stevenson 


Stock markets on both sides of 
the Atlantic yesterday shrugged 
off the weekend’s direst pre- 
dictions of a sharp correction or 
worse following dr amati c fells 
last Friday. 

The FTSE 100 closed 30.8 
points lower at 4835.0, close to 
its high for the day, after Vfall 
Street held its ground in early 
afternoon trading. 

Both markets recorded their 
biggest one-day fells since the 
1987 crash at the e nd of last 
week, with the FTSE 100 also 
posting its biggest percentage 
fell for five years. But yesterday 
Gty analysts were dismissing 
comparisons with 10 years ago, 
citing strong institutional liq- 
uidity as a major support for 
shares at their current levels. 

“My belief is that this is an 
aberration and if institutional in- 
vestors take advantage of the 
correction to get back in, both 
US and domestic investors, we 
may see a strong end to the 
week” said Savvas Savouri, a 
strategist at Credit Lyonnais 
La in g. 

Otber strategists agreed with 


that sanguine outlook. Steve 
Wright at BZW said: “It doesn't 
seem like we are heading for the 
meltdowns of the past. Valua- 
tions look extreme but they are 
more justified than in 1987.” 

He added that big City in- 
vestors currently had 55 per 
cent of their portfolios in cash, 
about twice the proportion in 
1987. That, he said, was a very 
high cash balance given the 
feet that interest were dose to 
peaking in the current cyde. 

Robert Kerr at Nfldto agreed 
with those sentiments: “I don't 
thin If this is the beginning of a 
bear market. The foundations 


are just settling a bit It’s a small 
earthquake, no-one hurt.” 

He expressed the widely held 
view that there remained good 
value in the market's second line 
and smaller stocks, which in- 
clude many companies that 
have suffered at the hands of the 
soaring pound. On Friday, 
many medium sized exporting 
companies actually saw their 
shares rise despite the fell in the 
index of leading companies. 

Exdiange-rate^sensitive stocks 
received a boost last week after 
the Bank of England said it be- 
lieved interest rates had readied 
a level consistent with its target 


of restraining inflation to 25 per 
cent. 

Following a period of under- 
performance compared with 
the FTSE 100’s high-flying 
fmanrial , ofl and pharmaceuti- 
cal stocks, second line industrial 
companies have bounced bade 
sharply in relative terms. 

According to Robert Buck- 
land. UK strategist at HSBC 
James Capel: “We would say 
stocks are starting to look in- 
teresting again, I don’t see a 
bear market.” He admitted, 
however, that what happened in 
the US remained critical. 

Despite the calm, yet another 


sharp drop in the Dow Jones in- 
dex or fears of monetary tight- 
ening in the US or continental 
Europe are expected to rattle 
London investors, and some 
warned that as much as a 10 per- 
cent correction could ensue. 

London’s blue chip index 
bad gained 24 percent this year 
by the time it reached its all-time 
best of 5,0953 on August 7. 
Since then, it has lost 6.2 per 
cent 

“We’ve gpt a 4,800 year-end 
target and we don’t expect it to 
move a lot from here”, said Ian 
Scott, UK equity strategist at 
Lehman Brothers. Most other 


Capital Corporation, the 
troubled casinos group, said 
yesterday it was considering 
legal action against a group of 

people it claims have been 
spreading damaging accusa- 
tions about the company. 

The company went on the 
offensive after a steady stream 
of accusations, which h3ve in- 
cluded allegations that Alan 
Hearn and Garry Nesbitt, the 
chief executive and former 
chairman, faded 10 inform me 
rest of the board about an offer - 
for the group and that the W, 
board removed a profits warn- 
ing from its interim results last 

September. 

The company said . •yester- 
day: “We recognise that there 
has been a concerted campaign 
by various undeclared parties to 
link activities, both factual and 
fanc iful, of the past manage- 
ment to the present manage- 
ment team. 

“We are currently exploring 
the credentials and motivation 
of those who we suspect insti- 
gated the campaign and are de- 
termining whether it is in the 
company’s best interests to take 
action." 

The company said the board 
was fairing the issues seriously 
and that the cun-ent board was 
right for the company. Garry 
Nesbitt has steppe back from 
the chairman position but re- 
mains a non-executive director. 
Alan Hearn was appointed as 
chief executive last autumn. 

The company admitted that 
investors must be concerned 
about recent developments but 
said it had received no calls from 
institutional investors in the 
last few days. 

Analysts believe the Gaming 


Stop 

pla 


Board, whicb regulates the 
casinos industry, wfll be forced 


Argos, the catalogue retailer, issued a warning 
on consumer spending yesterday saying the cur- 
rent booyancy was not sustainable, writes Nigel 
Cope. Chief executive Mike Smith described the 
so-called consumer boom as patchy and said the 
windfall factor, created by millions of building 
society customers enjoying large payouts, would 
run out of steam towards the end of the year as 
higher interest rates took their tolL 
“If consumer confidence was there you would 
be seeing more liberal buying,” Mr Smith said. 
“But it is patchy and selective. It is our view that 
once people have spent wfaat they want to of the 
windfalls they will not then dip into savings. We 
think there will be a slowdown.” 


Mr Snath was speaking as Argos announced low- 
er half profits of £283m compared to £3L8m the 
previous yean Stripping out new store openings, 
sales are growing at 8 percent in current trading 
which he warned might not be sustainable. 

Sales of consumer electronics, furniture and 
small domestic appliances were strong, helped 
by building society windfalls. However; sales of 
DIY goods, gifts and toys were weaken 
Aigos sakf it hoped to benefit from the pro- 
posals to ban recommended retafl prices for elec- 
trical goods. The company has cut its prices in 
its current catalogue in an attempt to maintain 
its price differentials. 

Investment column, page 18 


strategists are also pencilling in 
a year-end figure of around cur- 


a year-end figure of around cur- 
rent levels. 

One exception to the gener- 
ally sanguine outlook was 
Richard Jeffrey, head of re- 
search at Charterhouse Tilney. 
He said: “There is much greater 
excess demand than the market 
has realised. Interest rates wfll 
have to go much higher as a re- 
sult and base rates will get to 8 
per cent before they peak.” He 
forecast the FTSE 100 index 
felling to 4,400 by the year end. 

Market report, page 19 


casinos industry, wfll l 
to take a look at the ( 
even though it endo 


group’s controls in the recent 
Monopolies and Mergers Corn- 


Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission report on the £192m bid 
for Capital by London Gub's 
International. The bid was 
blocked by the government on 
competition grounds earlier jL 
this month. 

The Stock Exchange and the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry may also look at the 
group's affairs though both re- 
fused to comment yesterday 
on whether they w£U mount an 
investigation. 
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RJB Mining seeks to calm 
fears of further pit closures 


Safeway steps up 
store price battle 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


RJB Mining sought to head off 
fears of further imminent pit clo- 
sures yesterday, after announc- 
ing plans to shut down Asfordby 
Mine in Leicestershire, the UK's 
most advanced piL 

Gordon McPhie, RJB fi- 
nance director, said each of the 
remaining 15 pits bad a separate 
business plan which could guar- 
antee their future, at least un- 
til reserves were exhausted. 

The company is currently ne- 
gotiating new coal contracts 
with the three big coal-burning 
electricity generators. National 
Power, POwerGen and Eastern 
Group. The existing contracts, 
which guarantee RJB 30 millian 
lances of coal for the generators, 
expire next April. So far contacts 
for just 3 milli on tonnes have 
been agreed, involving the Sel- 
by coalfield and the adjacent 
Drax power station complex. 


Mr McPhie said the gener- 
ating companies were unlikely 
to switch to buying mud} of their 
coal on the world spot markets, 
despite lower prices for imports. 
“It isn’t going to happen. The 
generators burnt a total of 50 
milli on tonnes of coal last year. 
How are they going to get ail 
that from the spot market?” said 
Mr McPhie. 

RJB is thought to be press- 
ing for an average price of 
£1.28 per gigajoifle for its sup- 
plies, against around £130 sug- 
gested by the generators, a 
difference of about £4 a tonne. 
The talks are not likely to con- 
clude until the end of this year. 

David Price, from the indus- 
try journal Coal UK, said the 
position had worsened in recent 
months, with electricity burnt 
from coal down by some 25 per 
cent this year. “The market is 
declining rapidly and Budge, as 
the swing supplier, is taking all 
the hits.” 


Shares in RJB fell 5p yester- 
day to 3123p, compared with a 
12 month peak of 565p, on the 
news that Asfordby was to dose 
after suffering years of geolog- 
ical problems. The share pike 
compares with the 320p offer 
price for shares in the 1994 
rights issue, when RJB raised 
£385m to help fund the £8 153m 
purchase of British Coal’s Eng- 
lish pits. 

Malcolm Edwards, the for- 
mer British Coal commercial di- 
rector whose company. Coal 
Investments, went into admin- 
istration last year, claimed it was 
too late for the industry to se- 
cure the bulk of the remaining 
pits. “You've got to look to 
something cataclysmic to get a 
major sea change in public 
opinion. The time to act was in 
1992 when 31 pits were dosed.” 

RJB anticipated the trouble 
with Asfordby early last year, 
when it wrote off £78m from the 
asset value of the pit At the 


time Richard Budge, RJB chief 
executive, said be was giving the 
she “one last go” to try to ex- 
tract coal profitably. 

British Coal originally envis- 
aged production of 43 million 
tons a year from Asfordby, 
which would have a 25 year life 
and gradually replace the pre- 
vious “super-pits" in the Selby 
complex. But the forecasts were 
lowered as the geological diffi- 
culties arose. 

At the time of RJB’s rights is- 
sue in 1994 the company 
showed the latest British Coal 
predictions of 2.7 million tons 
by 1999, an estimate later 
halved by RJB. 

The pit made an operating 
loss off 163m in 1995, followed 
by further losses of £19.9m last 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


year. HoweveT this year it had 
broken even, though only by 


broken even, though only by 
mining a much smaller face af- 
ter work on the 250 metre 
long main face had been aban- 
doned. 


Safeway yesterday raised the 
possibility of a fresh price battle - 
between the big supermarkets 
when it announced a £20m 
price promotion designed to 
dispel its image as an expensive 
store. The announcement came 
as Sainsburys revealed plans to 
open more branches through- 
out the night on Fridays to 
offer shoppers more flexibility. 

Safeway’s Price Protected 
Initiative guarantees lower 

E rices on 650 of its best selling 
randed and own-label prod- 
ucts. Customers who find one 
of their products on sale 
cheaper at Tesco, Sainsbury or 
Asda will be given another one 
free - or a full refund. But the 
offer only applies to stores 
within three miles of the Safe- 
way branch and within seven 
days of purchase. 

A Safeway spokeswoman 
said: “Some customers still per- 
ceive Safeway to be more ex- 


pensive, even though that is not 
true. This promotion is about 
redressing that misconception." 

Rival supermarkets said they 
would not be responding with 
price campaigns of their own. 
Asda said customers were more 
interested in year-round low 
prices rather than one-off cam- 
paigns. 

However, Frank Davidson, 
food retail analyst at HSBC 
James Capel. said the Safeway 
promotion could spark a price 
battle on fresh produce as many 
of the offers are in this area. “It 
could be produce price war 
mark two. If the prices are 
cheaper than Tbsco and Asda. 
they will not going to allow that 
to continue.” 

Separately, Sainsbury is to 
open a further 18 of its stores 
all night on Friday, starting 
from this week. This brings the 
total number of all-Friday night 
stores to 47. A spokeswoman 
said 1030pm to 1.50am was the 
busiest time with families and 
shift workers shopping. 
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Don’t waste any tears over Asfordby, Minister 


Bi, UIH ^ 

THe real problem 
here has little to do 
wrth safely. As usual ft 
is much more about 
commerce and the 
feet that RJB’s 
contracts with the 
electricity generators 
come to an end 
at the beginning 
of next April * 


O nce the great white hope of the British 
coal industry. Asfordby Mine in North 
“siLaraiCRhirc, fe to dose. A copy of a 
conlidcoual memo on the matter, written bv 
a senior civil servant for the benefit of John 
rattle, the industry minister, has fallen into 
our hands. In the interests of open Gov- 
ernment. we here reproduce it. Given the 
hurried nature of its preparation, it is un- 
characteristically blunt. 

“I wouldn’t waste any tears over Asfordby 
» I were you. lb tell the truth, everyone knew 
all along u was a bit of dog : it was only ever 
built as a sop to the Union of Democratic 
Mineworkers. who demanded it as part of 
their price for supporting the Government 
during the Miners’ strike. There were actu- 
'fy better sites available, bm there you go. 
As you are no doubt learning, government 
is all about compromises. 

■‘Actually it’s turned out to he a rather 
higher price than any of us anticipated. Not 
that you should believe old Budgie's claim 
that because of adverse geological condi- 
tions, it has become impossible to make it 
safe. Volcanic sills - 1 ask you! More invest- 
ment on top of the £300m already spent 
would undoubtedly have done the trick. 

."The real problem here has little to do 
with safety. As usual it is much more about 
commerce and the fact that RJB’s contracts 
with the electricity generators come to an 
end at the beginning of next April. So far Mr 
Budge has only been able to sign up one con- 
tract to support his mines thereafter, and 


that’s only a short term one. “What Mr 
Budge is saying here is I've dosed Asfordby 
and IH dose more if you don't force die gen- 
erators to pay me a decent price for my coaL 
They don t have to, you see. They are pro- 
gressively switching to gas and anyway, they 
can buy imported coal much cheaper. With 
the present strength of the pound, these 
alternative sources of fuel get cheaper by the 
day. Asfordby is already a lost cause: it's 
never going to be economic. But the rest is 
still up for grabs. 

“So there you go. If you don’t step in and 
force the generators to pay up, what little is 
left of the coal industry might all but disap- 
pear. There is a perfectly respectable line of 
argument to say that this would be no bad 
tiring. Your predecessor. Tim Eggar, cer- 
tainty thought so. Coal is nasty, environ- 
mentally unfriendly stuff and nobody could 
possibly enjoy working in a mine. "As for 
kJB, well the Government certainly doesn't 
owe Mr Budge a living. He's already made 
back most of what he paid for British CoaL 
In any case, the generators will have to buy 
some cool from him, if not on quite the same 
lucrative terms as before. They cannot buy 
ail their needs on the spot market. 

“If you were wise, then, you wouldn’t 
intervene". 


F ew things can be relied on in the slock 
market as much as the ability of news- 
papers falsely to call a stock market crash. 


When newspapers warn that markets are 
braced for further steep falls, they invariably 
fail to materialise. By the same token, how- 
ever, when the City consensus is ihanhe mar- 
ket is supported at current levels, it normally 
isn't. 

After last Friday’s sharp falls on both sides 
of the Atlantic, neither the weekend head- 
lines nor yesterday's anti-climax should 
have corne as any surprise. More worrying 
is the blithe insouciance with which equity 
strategists are writing off the prospect of a 
serious market correction. 

Their case for doing so is little more than 
a variation on that old “things are different 
now" theme. The factors that normally kiD 
a bull run are jusl not there this time round, 
the experts say. Inflation is a shadow of its 
former self, recession is a long way off and 
interest rates are close to peaking. 

Perhaps as important, liquidity is strong, 
with institutions awash with cash that will 
eventually find its way back into the market. 
The bull market this year has also been very 
narrowly focused. 

Strip but the banks, oils and pharmaceu- 
ticals and few other shares have done any- 
thing at all, which means there is still plenty 
of value among the second liners, especially 
those which have been under the cosh 
thanks to the strength of sterling. 

The final plank in this sanguine (if not 
exactly bullish) argument is that the corpo- 
rate sector is actually handing cash back to 
shareholders, unlike in 1987 when a flood 


of rights issues from stocks of such dubious 
quality as Maxwell Communications left 
institutions reeling. 

Tb believe that rosy scenario, however, you 
have to go along with the view implicit in the 
short sterling market that interest rates will 
peak at somewhere between 725 and 7.5 per 
cent. That takes a lot on trust about the tem- 
porary nature of this summer’s windfall con- 
sumer binge and turns a blind eye to the 
freefaJJ in the unemployment figures. 

Although we are experiencing what the 
Bank of England calls its “policy pause", it 
hws been correctty pointed out that pauses 
tend to be breaks between movements in the 
same direction. Interest rates axe on the way 
up and probably farther than the market 
expects. That’s hardly a recipe for a contin- 
uing bull market 


ids have always inhabited a rather 
_ world. R)r all the dinner suits, fine 
wines, posh clientele and gilded decor, 
scandal and untoward behaviour is never far 
from their doors, which is why they are so 
heavily regulated 

But for ail that, the goings-on at Capital 
Corporation, owner of Crockfords and the 
Colony Club, take some beating. Bit by bit 
some extra-ordinaty little vignettes are 
being drip fed into the newspapers about this 
company. It ought to be remembered here 
that Capital is actually quite a small enter- 
prise, and the events complained of are 


hardly in the Guinness league. Even so, it 
cannot be too long before shareholders, and 
more importantly, the regulatory authorities, 
start demanding answers. . 

For starters there are accusations of 
phone tapping and other surveillance oper- 
ations, inadequate gaming controls and 
questionable controls in the food and bev- 
erage department There seems to have been 

open warfare amongst the board. Accusa- 
tions are flying between past and present 
directors Wee confetti. . 

Now the company has fallen out with a 
group of disgruntled former employees who 
feel wronged by the board. On top of this 
there have been two unpublished external 
reports into the gaming and wine buyings 
side of the business. 

Capital admits that it may not have been 
run the way a public company ought to be. 
But corrective action has now been taken, 
the company insists, and these tilings are 
now a thing of the past - a claim that might 
cany a little more credibility were it not for 
the fact that Gany Nesbitt, the former chair- 
man, is still on the board. 

Who’s feeding nut this stuff and for what 
purpose? Has the company realty cleaned 
up its act or is more corrective action still 
needed? All these questions demand 
answers. It might actually benefit the com- 
pany if regulators were to step in and pro- 
vide some. The longer this drags on without 
some form of external investigation, the 
more Capital faces death by a thousand cuts. 


ears 


Bioglan Pharma 
plans £200m 
float next year 




Sameena Ahmad 

Bioglan Pharma, one of the 
UK's oldest and most prof- 
itable pharmaceutical compa- 
nies, plans a £200m float on the 
main stock market next year. 

In an unusual decision for 
normally cash-hungry drug 
groups, Bioglan. which was in- 
corporated in 1932 and has 
subsidiaries in five countries, 
eluding Germany and the US, 
may not raise any new money 
when it floats. 

Terry Sadler, who joined the 
company as chairman and chief 
executive in 1 985. transforming 
. it from a vitamin group to a drug 
delivery specialist, said Bioglan 
was profitable and would not 
need to seek new money unless 
it wanted to make more acqui- 
sitions, a possibility in the US. 

“We have always generated 
enough cash internally to fund 
our research. \*fe are an unusual 
combination. We're UK-based, 
we invest heavily in research and 
we’re profitable," he said. 


Since Mr Sadler joined, the 
company has raised finance 
only once. £10m with private in- 
vestors last year. 

The company manufactures 
and sells a range of prescription 
drugs to treat skin conditions 
like acne and psoriasis, but is in- 
vesting in potentially lucrative 
drug delivery technologies. 

The group, which employs 
170 people, more than doubled 
pre-tax profits to £1.4m on 
turnover 53 per cent ahead to 
£15m in the year to January. 
When Mr Sadler joined the 
group was turning over £94,000 
and employed three people. 

Mr Sadler, who owns 56.8 per 
cent of Bioglan ‘s shares, said a 
flotation would increase the 
group's attraction to big drug 
partaers: “We want to bench- 
mark the company. There is a 
tendency for big pharma com- 
panies to take a public compa- 
ny more seriously.” 
Hitchin-based Bioglan already 
has licensing agreements with 
major drug groups, including 


Merck and Novartis. Though 
the company currently makes its 
money from manufacture and 
sale of skin creams like Metro- 
gel for acne and Coco sis for 
scalp diseases, it is investing 
around £3m a year in novel drug 
delivery technologies. Mr 
Sadler plans a significant rise in 
R&D spend to around £17m 
over the next three years: "Mak- 
ing drugs which are easier to 
take has vast potential Poor 
compliance is one of the biggest 
problems faring any pharma- 
ceutical company trying to sell 
its drugs. There is a great need 
for methods which make taking 
drugs less painful and disrup- 
tive." The company is focusing 
on novel protein delivery tech- 
nology. the most difficult and 
competitive, hut potentially 
most lucrative drug delivery 
market Important proteins like 
insulin or human growth factor 
currently cannot be taken by 
mouth as they are broken down 
by the stomach and have to be 
injected instead. Biqglan’s bk>s- 



Terry Sadler; Transformed Bioglan from a vitamin group to 
a lucrative drug delivery specialist 


phere technology enables mol- 
ecules to be applied to the skin 
and released over two weeks. 
He expects the company’s most 
advanced product, a gel used 
with antiviral drugs, to reach 
market by 1999. “Drug delivery 
companies work with existing 
drugs, not new chemicals. Time 
to market is quicker," said Mr 
Sadler. 

Mr Sadler said a flotation 
would also increase stock liq- 


uidity, though he said he did not 
intend to sell more than "a mini- 
um" of his own holding; “We 
want to reward investors and 
employees for their support. But 
we are all in this company for 
the long term. There is no 
question of us cashing in and 
gening out,” Shareholders in the 
company, which is being advised 
by Hoare Govelt, include 
Abbey life Assurance and'Shell 
Pensions. 
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Carpet king nets £ 15 m 
for property group 


Microvitec 
warns 
losses will 
continue 


Microvitec, the troubled com- 
puter software house, crashed 
into the red yesterday for the six 
months to June and warned it 
would remain loss-making in the 
second ball 

The comments were the lat- 
est in a string of profits warn- 
ings from the company which 
has been hit by the strength of 
sterling and a slump in sales at 
its largest division. 

Operating losses of £2.9ra 
compared with a profit in the 
fast half of 19% of £1 -85m. Only 
the disposal of two of its sub- 
sidiaries during the period cre- 
ated any attributable profit and 
earnings per share of O.lp com- 
pared with 1.4p a year ago. 
There will be no interim divi- 
dend (0.425p). 

James Bailey, chairman, said: 
“In summary, this has been a 
veiy difficult period for the 
group. However, corrective ac- 
tion has been taken in the Dis- 
play Divirion which has been 
primarily responsible for the 
poor first-half performance." 

Microvitec's computer dis- 
play business was hit during the 
period by the decision of 
financial information group 
Bloomberg to move out of the 
hardware market. Sales to 
Bloombeig were worth £7 Jin in 
the first half of 1996. Their ab- 
sence contributed to a 47 per 
cent shimp in turnover. 


Merrydown hit 
by departure of 
finance chief 


Cfifford German 


Merrydown, the troubled cider 
group, has lost its finance di- 
rector just months after the de- 
parture of its sales director. The 
management shake-out comes 
after disappointing results 
caused by plummeting sales of 
Two Dogs Lemonade in the 
wake of the public outcry about 
alcopops. However chairman 
and chief executive Richard 
Pudgey has so far survived the 
group restructuring. 

Stephen Burke, Merrydown ’s 
finance director since April 
1994, has left the company with 
immediate effect, and wfli be 
replaced by his deputy. Michael 
Dinnis, the company said yes- 
terday. Sales .director Alan 
Rutherford left earlier this sum- 
mer and will not be replaced. 

Mr Burke, is expected to re- 
ceive a pay-off of around 
£150,000, based on a two-year 
contract and a baric salary of 
£54,950 and a remuneration 
package of £88365 according to 
the last accounts. An auditor by 
training, he was formerly group 
acquisitions manager at D unhiD 
Holdings. He had no immediate 
plans for the future, a spokes- 
man for the company said. 

Company sales feu by 5 per 
cent and profits more than 
halved to just £820,000 in the 
year to the end of March, even 


worse than the market bad ex- 
pected following a profit warn- 
ing earlier in the year. When the 
results were announced last 
month the company admitted 
that the board was top-heavy for 
a company with a market cap- 
italisation of little more than 
£5m, and announced its inten- 
tion of reducing administra- 
tive costs by up to £l-5m- 

But the City had openly spec- 
ulated that the 55-year-old 
Richard Purdey would himself 
be a casualty, and that he would 
either retire completely or be- 
came a non-executive chair- 
man, passing executive control 
to the managing director. 

The company has been a vic- 
tim of the price war be tween the 
larger UK cider makers and the 
failure of Two Dogs, which pi- 
oneered the craze for alcopops 
two years ago, and helped to 
generate profits of just over £2m 
in the year to March 1996. The 
popularity of alcopops has 
waned in recent months and sev- 
eral supermarket groups have 
withdrawn it from their shelves. 

Merrydown still makes Two 
Dogs, but the marketing and 
distribution was transferred to 
Scottish Courage in April. 
Scottish Courage will also pro- 
vide the marketing and adver- 
tising spend. Merrydown ’s 
shares edged up 03p to 603p 
yesterday. 


John W31cock 


Lord Harris of Beckham, the 
carpet king, and his family have 
made £15.6m from the sale of 
their private retail property 
company. The tycoon has sola 
C W Harris Properties to Pillar 
Property, the quoted property 
investor that specialises m re- 
fail warehouse parks and shop- 
ping centres. 

Over the past three years 
Lord Harris has built a property 
portfolio consisting mainly of 
out-of-town retail freeholds. 
CW Harris owns five retail 
warehouse schemes and a high 
street shop in St Albans. The 
warehouses are in Luton, Orp- 
ington, Dartford. Carmarthen 
and Preston and have a. total 
floor-space of 350,000 square 
feet and an annual rent income 
of£33ra. 

Pillar is paying for the deal 
with 80 per cent cash (£12.4m) 
and 20 per cent of shares 
(£3.2m) valued at 231p a share. 
Lord Harris's family has agreed 


not to sell the shares for at least 
six months. 

Pillar has been built up by 
chairman Raymond Mould and 
his colleague Patrick Vaughan. 
The duo came to fame when 
they founded the Arlington 
group of business parks in the 
1980S, before selling up to 
British Aerospace. They formed 
Pillar in 1991 and floated it 
three years later. This latest cteal 
brings Pillar’s total number of 
retail parks to 20. 

Lon! Harris said yesterday 
that he had “every confidence 
in the management of Pillar and 
the future success of the com- 
pany." He said he was pleased 
be and his famity would be hold- 
ing 1.2 million Pillar shares. 

All the warehouse develop- 
ments sold to Pillar are fully let 
to tenants like Lord Harris's 
Carpe [right group, as well as 
Cunys, Halfords, Homebase, 
MFJ and B&Q. Tbe average un- 
expired lease length is 18 years. 

The investment properties of 
Harris Properties are valued at 


£493m and the net assets at 30 
June 1997 stood at £25.9ra. 
which included £1 1.7m of loans 
which will be repaid on com- 
pletion of the deaL 
Mr Mould commented: “The 
additions of these properties to 
Pillar's already substantial retail 
park portfolio underlines our 
strategy of investing in a sector 
which continues to demonstrate 
well above average growth.’* 
The deal also means yet an- 
other fortune for Lord Harris, 
the self-made millionaire who 
sold his first carpet at the age 
of 13 in Peckham market. 

He went on to build a 
nationwide carpet shop chain 
Harris Queensway which be 
sold at the height of the 1980s 
boom. But he couldn't keep 
away from the action and 
founded Carpe [right in 1988 
which itself boasts nearly 300 
stores. What became Lowndes 
Queensway went bust at the be- 
ginning of tbe recession, some- 
thing Lord Harris bitterly 
regretted. 


Littlechild urged to stand 
firm on electricity cuts 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Professor Stephen Littlechild, 
the electricity mdusoy regula- 
tor, was yesterday urged to 
stand firm over his bid to slash 
electricity prices by more than 
£30 a customer, despite intense 
pressure from suppliers to scrap 
his latest proposals. 

The Electricity Consumers’ 
Committees insisted the plans 
foT a cap on bills was the only 
way to guarantee benefits to cus- 
tomers when domestic compe- 
tition starts from next ApriL 

Professor Littlechild has al- 
ready proposed maximum tar- 
iffs for regional electricity 


companies (RECs) for the first 
rime, compared with the current 
price regime where higher gen- 
erating costs can be passed 
through to bills. 

He has that estimated the 
move would cut average bills by 
12 per cent next year, to £238 
excluding VAT 

Yvonne Constance, chair- 
man of the ECC, said the new 
system would mean RECs 
would “be forced to negotiate 
hard with the. generators to 
win the lowest prices for those 
consumers who do not switch to 
new suppliers". She added that 
the maximum tariff was “the 
only way to achieve this key pur- 
pose.” 


The regulator will reveal the 
latest proposals for elec tricity 
supply price controls tomorrow. 
Tbe final plans are due to be 
published on 22 September, 
giving the companies until 27 
October to accept or reject the 
controls. 

Some RECS have already 
warned Professor Littlechild 
and John Battle, the industry 
minis ter, that they could fake 
tbe issue to tbe Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. They 
claimed their profit margins 
on electricity supply, the ele- 
ment of bills being opened to 
competition, would plunge into 
losses of up to £50m for each 
REC 
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Midland 

The Listening Bank 


Midland Interest Rates 
for Business Customers 


New business rates effective from 18 August 1997 

Gross % 


Gross CAR % 


MoneyMaster 

Up to £5.000 
£5,000+ 

£25,000+ 

£100,000+ 

£250,000+ 

3.46 

3.76 

4.05 

4.10 

434 

3.50 

3.80 

4.10 

4.15 

4.40 

Premium Business Account 

£5,000+ 

4.80 

4.90 

£25,000+ 

538 

5.40 

£100,000+ 

5.51 

5.65 

£250,000+ 

5.70 

5.85 

Gients Premium Deposit Account 

£25,000+ 

4.70 

4.75 

£100,000+ 

5. 14 

530 

Education Account 



Up to £25,000 

4.61 

4.70 

£25,000+ 

5.09 

531 

Treasurer Account 

Up to £2,000 

1.00 

1.00 

£2,000+ 

223 

2.25 

£10,000+ 

4A7 

435 


Cress: The rate before the deduction of tax. CAR: Compound Annual Rate, or the true Grass return 
taking into account the frequency of interest payments. 

All rates quoted are per annum. 

With effect from die 7th August 1997 Midland Banks Base Rate has been inqeasedbv025%to7 «Hipa, 


Midland Bank pic. 27-32 Poultry, London K2P 2BX. 
Marnier HSBC Group 
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Taylor Nelson earmarks up to 
£30m for overseas buying spree 


Cathy Newman 

Thylor Nelson AGB, the UK’s 
largest market research com- 
pany, is planning to spend tip to 
£30m on foreign acquisitions. It 
is planning a spending spree to 
take advantage of cheap buying 


the strong pound. 

The company said yesterday 
it had £I0m in cash' to make 
overseas purchases, in particu- 
lar In Eastern Europe. Analysts 
predicted Taylor Nelson could 
comfortably spend £25 -30m on 
expansion, through a combina- 
tion of cash and debt. 

Tony Cowling, chief execu- 
tive, said the strength of the 
pound provided a golden op- 
portunity for a UK company to 


Victoria 

opens 

wine 

mega- 

store 

Sameena Ahmad 


Victoria Wine, the off-licence 
chain owned by Allied Domecq, 
is launching its first drinks 
superstore to rival the super- 
markets for a share of Britain's 
£7bn take-home drinks business. 
Martha's Vineyard, a 5,000 sq 
ft warehouse based in New 
Barnet in Heriforshire, opens 
next Saturday. 

Allied Domecq plans to open 
a chain of superstores in an 
attempt stop the trend of 
drinker’s buying booze in Tesco 
or Sainsbury. It is already 
searching for more UK sites for 
the Martha's concept and hopes 
to open three more stores next 
year. 

Michael Hammond, manag- 
ing director of Victoria Wine, 
said: “We are targeting people 
who do not already use our 
shops, who may currently buy 
their drinks at supermarkets. 
Martha’s Vineyard will give 


expand internationally. He said 
he was “actively* identifying ac- 
quisitions, and would anticipate 
doting a deal In the next set 
months, if the price was right. 
Mr Cowling added that Taylor 
Nelson would like to buy in 
Russia and Scandinavia, but 
said prices in the US and the 
Far East were prohibitive. 

Strong profits from its most 
recent acquisition - a Danish 
company that deals in audience 
measurement of TV radio, and 
press, which it bought for £6m 
three months ago -encouraged 
it to look at the possibilities of 
expansion in Northern Europe. 
Reporting a 38 per cent jump 
in pre-tax profits to £5 -5m for 
the first half of the year, Mr 
Cowling said the company’s 


media, healthcare and con- 
sumer divisions had all per- 
formed welL Turnover for the 
TV audience measurement di- 
vision was up 229 per cent. 

Analysts were impressed with 
the figures. Paul Richards, me- 
dia analyst at Panmurc Cordon, 
said be would be issuing a 
“buy” note today as they were 
a “cracking set of results”. 

Mr Richards said Thylor Nel- 
son’s consumer research division 
had benefited from a buoyant 
economy, and a growing de- 
mand for market research ex- 
pertise from retailers launching 
loyalty- cards. 

He said the company should 
have no problem taking on debt 
for future growth. “Buying in 
Europe makes so much sense at 


the moment because you get so 
much for your pound" 

Mr Cowling said a number of 
“nasty problems” had been 
solved Cost-cutting in the 
group's French operations bad 
yielded returns, and last year’s 
purchase of the Market Re- 
search Bureau of Ireland had 
beefed up the Irish business. 

. The disposal of a loss-mak- 
ing subsidiary, MRM, the 
leaflet distributor, at the end of 
last year had also helped mat- 
ters. Mr Cowling said the diffi- 
culties of MRM, which Thylor 
Nelson bought two years ago, 
had taught tain a “good lesson” 
not to get involved in businesses 
too far removed from the core 
market research area. 

Turnover in the business di- 


vision fell 11 percent due to the 
loss of a contract with BT in the 
first half of the year. However, 
Mr Cowling said yesterday a 
new piece of business from BT 
would make up for the lost con- 
tract in the second, half 
Thylor Nelson already has a 
presence in Romania, Russia, 
Poland and the iCiech Republic. 
The company is running a pilot 
research project with half a 
dozen clients in Russia mea- 
suring consumption of soft 
drinks, snacks and confec- 
tionery. Thylor Nelson is also 
considering exporting some of 
its most successful UK research 
products such as the healthcare 
operation. A European service 
to measure people’s health is 
being piloted. 



Michael Hammond (right), managing director of Victoria Wine, outside Martha’s Vineyard in New Barnet 


them ... easy parking, massive 
choice, knowledgeable staff and 
very keen prices." 

The store, which has been 
sited in New Barnet because it 
has “an above average prolif- 


eration of known wine 
drinkers." will be designed like 
a supermarket,, with self 
selection in wide aisles and 
shopping trolleys to encourage 
bulk purchases. 


TTiere will also be opportu- 
nities to taste the wine on offer. 
Customers will be able to 
choose from some 650 wines 
and will get a 10 per cent dis- 
count on large purchases. 


Analysts said the news would 
put supermarket's already thin 
margins under further pres- 
sure.The move will dampen 
speculation that Allied is look- 
ing to sell Victoria Wine. 


Volkswagen profits soar 
on weakening mark 


Cathy Newman 

Volkswagen, the largest car 
manufacturer in Europe, boost- 
ed profits for the first naif of the 
year by 73 per cent, thanks to 
a combination of cost-cutting 
and a weaker German mark. 

The company, which sells 
vehicles under the VW, Skoda, 
Seat and Audi brand-names, 
saw net profit surge to 
DM488m (£I66m) as foreign 
sales were helped by a drop in 
the value of the mark, which has 
fallen almost 5 per cent against 
a basket of currencies of the 
country's big trading partners. 

The number of cars it sold 
rose 10 per cent to nearly 2.2 
million, despite a drop in do- 
mestic sales. 

Analysts said the figures were 
mainly in line with expectations, 
and that lower tax charges had 


helped. Francois Colli, an ana- 
lyst at Paribas Capital Markets 
in London, said: “The trend is 
good but the numbers are 
broadly in line with market ex- 
pectations. Volume, currency 
and cost-cutting all contributed" 

Followers of VW said the car 
manufacturer was reaping the 
benefits of a recovery launched 
by Ferdinand Piech, chief exec- 
utive, four years ago. 

Volkswagen, which is to pre- 
view its new Golf model this 
evening in Bonn, said it ex- 
pected full-year net profit to 
exceed last year’s level of 
DM678 m despite the risks as- 
sociated with new launches. 
The new Golf will be available 
to the public in October. VW 
said yesterday: “For the second 
half of the current year, we ex- 
pect business to develop posi- 
tively if the current economic 


conditions continue. Although 
the launch of new products 
also entails risks, we expect 
1997 pre-tax and net profit to 
be higher than last year at group 
and parent company leveL" 

Sales only increased 12 per 
cent to DM56.5bn, but VW 
managed to increase tfae 
amount of money it earned 
per vehicle. Sales outside Ger- 
many rose 13.9 per cent, mak- 
ing up for a 1.5 per cent decline 
in domestic sales. The intro- 
duction of an updated version 
of the Golf had impacted sales 
of the existing model, the com- 
pany said yesterday. 

Andrew Blair-Smith, at BZW 
in Frankfurt, was fairly bullish 
about VWs future. "The 
momentum at VW is still im- 
proving and that was particu- 
larly evident in the second 
quarter," he said. 


Moorfields to 
build Xanadu in 
Lancashire 


Company Results 
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Clifford German 

Moorfields Estates, a small, 
London-based property invest- 
ment and development group 
led by two former top-rated 
property analysts, hopes to leap 
into the big-time by leading a 
consortium to build Xanadu, a 
£150m sports and leisure park 
in Lancashire. 

The size of the proposed de- 
velopment, which will indude an 
80,000 sq ft hotel and retail com- 
plex on a 70 acre site between 
Liverpool and Manchester, 
dwarfs Moorfi eld’s market val- 
ue of under £4Qm. 

The proposition has yet to 
win planning permission or fin- 
ancial backing, but the consor- 
tium, which applied for 
planning permission yesterday, 
consists of a local developer, 
Greenbank Partnerships, Acer 
Snowmec, a subsidiary of 
Hyder, the Welsh water and 
electricity utility, and Wigan 
borough council. 

Twin themes of the leisure 
complex will be skiing and 
aquatics, housed in a 15m sq ft 
domed building. It will contain 
an alpine village and a 375,000 
sq ft skiing facility with a new 
kind of “real" snow, providing 
ski runs and snowboarding. 

It wflj also have a 165,000 sq 
ft aquatics centre, featuring a 
50m pool approved for com- 
petitions up to Olympic stan- 
dard, and a leisure pool with 
indoor facilities. The aquatics 


complex has already been ap- 
proved in principle by the 
Sports Lottery Evaluation Panel 
and the English Sports Council 

The complex will also in- 
clude a megaplex cinema and a 
screen-basal “virtual reality ex- 
perience". Construction could 
start in 1999, and altogether the 
complex could create 5,000 con- 
struction jobs and 2500 per- 
manent jobs once the complex 
is Up and r unning . 

“Strong interest is already be- 
ing expressed by major leisure 
and retail space users. As a re- 
sult we are extremely confident 
of pre-letting much of the 
scheme while the proposal goes 
through the planning process," 
Marc Gflbard, MoorfielcPs chief 
executive, said yesterday. 

The project was also wel- 
comed by the leader of Wigan 
council. Mr Peter Smith, who 
said: “Xanadu will send out a 
positive image of the borough, 
a location where the unexpect- 
ed can and does happen.” 

Moorfields made a profit of 
£59,000 last year under its new 
management led by Mr GQbard 
and Graham Stanley, two 
former property analysts at 
Goldman Sachs, whose ambi- , 
dons are to shake up the UK 
property sector. It unsuccess- 
fully attempted to take over its 
bigger rival Greycoat last year 
with an all-share offer worth 
£2 1 4m. 

The shares were unchanged 
at 26p yesterday. 


The in vestment C oUjg 

Argos catalogues 

reasons why the 
boom will not last 
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/\ chief executive Mike 
/ Vsmf rh b well known 
for erring on the side of 
caution. But yesterday, the 
downbeat retailer surpassed 
hims elf. Never mind all the 
hype about a consumer boom 
- it won't last, was his message. 
The windfall factor is a one- 
off he says, interest rates rises 
will start to have an effect and 


Abroad, Argos wfll s^rr 

trading in Holland next year 

but expects tbe venture to lose 

£4nrfSm in.l» 7 and U P l .° 
£Sm next 15 

not anticipated until 2001. 

Argos is still gro'Y^Jiare 
in kev sectors and is still the 
priceleader inmarvofthem. 

But on forecasts of £ 150m for 
the full year. Argos shares 
trade on a forward rating ot 
17. A solid hold, but not one 


inch- international contracts 
with blue-chip playwvhke 

Siemens -in the period, 27 per 

cent of core busines s- sales 
were exports. And as a bigger 
player it can keep raw mrier- 
fa! costs low, buying m bM 
from British StecL Moreover, 
as the strong pound squeezes 
weaker exporters ouL.hever- 
field continues to take share. - 
Severfield’s defining quality. 
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capture the premium rating of 
yesteryear. Sadly that appears 
some way oft What Argos 
now appears to be is a good, 
solid operator, in a com- 
petitive. mature market 
Yesterday’s half-year figures 
were in line with the reduced 
expectations, with pre-tax 


the previous year, hit by some 
one-off costs. 

The company is trying to go 
for growth but the market is 
concerned it will not come 
soon enough. At home, it 
printed more catalogues with 
wider ranges and cut the 
maxgm by 05 per cent to grow 
sales. More is being spent on 
advertising and promotion 
and a store. opening pro- 
gramme to take the number 
of outlets from the current 433 
to around 700 is still in place. 
: Home delivery is now 
offered in all stores but the £5 
charge will only cover the 
costs of the service. The First 
Stop trial of low-priced 
electrical good shops is being 
kept at just three stores for the 
time being with no new 
openings planned for the rest 
or the year. 

The worry is that at a boom 
time for consumer electron- 
ics and furniture, group like- 
for-like sales grew by a 
modest 53 per cent in the half 
year and 8 per cent since 
then. 


on turnover ahead 88 per 
cent to £52m. Though Rowen, 
the fabricator bought for a 
snip last year probably con- 
tributed around half the sales, 
Severfield’s original steels 
business is in fine shape, with 
output up 36 per cent to 
record levels. 

So what is Severfield's 
secret? For a start, the company 
is the UK's biggest player with 
16 per cent of the market and 
no near rival. Its size means it 
is winning larger and increas- 


food hygiene. Escalating brad 
cow costs have, ironically, left 
customers with no money to 
spend on upgrading their food 
hygiene equipment. With leg- 
islation enforcing new hygiene 
standards looking remote, 
Manabo should be sold. : 

House broker Hoare 
Govett forecasts £Sm this 
year and £103 for 1998. The 
shares, down 3p to491 5p, are 
on a still tempting prospective 
rating of 18 this year and 14 
times the next. . 


Argos: At a glance 


Ma ria* vafc«: £1.79frr, sftare price 62t5p • 

Trading record 94 95 96 95/96 96/97 

(6 morthsX6 monfts) 

Turnover (£m) ; 1J257-^ 1.43t .1.660 . 56^. ...827 

Pre-tax profits (Em) 1002 124 A 141.4 ; 31.8 28.1 

Eanrinffs pershare Oi)"' ^.?^ 27 A" ‘ 32.0 ; TM ■ 6JB 

Dividends per share (p) 11.25 13.9 16.0 5.3 61 


Store numbers 

500 t 


Share price pence 
800 




93 94 95 ‘- -96 97 


92 93 94 95 96 97/- 


Ultra defends its premium rating 


I nvestors in Ultra Electronics, the MBO 
which floated at 250p last September, have 
had a switchback ride. Shares in the elec- 
tronic systems group rose to 332p in Jan ua ry 
before dipping to 251p a couple of months ago. 
But profits have moved steadily higher re- 
flecting a strong performance from both its 
air and sea systems businesses. 

Of the overall 24 per cent rise in sales for 
the six months to June to £72m and 17 per 
cent jump in pre-tax profits to £9m, air sys- 
tems' sales rase a quarter to £46 m, of which 
16 per cent was organic and sea systems' sales 
rose 22 per cent to £26 m, virtually all organic 
growth. 

New orders led to a slight dilution in profit 
margins because of Lhe need to spend on re- 
search and development The order book has 
grown from £174m at the year-end to £2 30m 
m June, including £9m from last year's ac- 


quisitions in the US - Flightline Electronics 
and EMS. 

Both the mi lit a ry and civilian aerospace mar- 
kets are buoyant at the moment The group's 
biggest single contract to supply equipment 
to the Nimrod 2000 programme, has grown 
to £53m, spread over the next five years. On 
the sea side, the Batch n Trafalgar submarine 
programme and the Korean destroyer pro- 
gramme should bring in new orders. 

Defence-based companies do not nomiialty 
get or deserve a premium rating, but yester- 
day’s figures beat expectations. Albert £ 
Sharp has upgraded forecasts for the full year 
from £17m to £17.4m. In an otherwise weak 
market the shares rose 35p to 296p, putting 
“ e ™5 ,n a prospective p/e ratio of just under 
lo. That ts cheaper than established rivals 
smiths Industries and Cobham which enjoy 
a rating of around 20 times. Attractive. 


GEC and Kvaerner share 
in Chinese dam contract 


Clifford German 

GEC Alsthom, the Anglo- 
French engineering group, and 
Kvaerner, the Norwegian engi- 
neering group, appear to have 
won an important part of an 
S800m f£500m) contract to pro- 
vide eight of the first 14 turbines 
to be installed at The Three 
Gorges dam in China. 

The dam, which will attempt 
to tame the Yangtse River, will 
be the largest in the world and 
wffl cost up to US$30bn (£19bn) 
to build. But statements from 
the two companies yesterday left 
the precise status of the con- 
tracts in doubt 
A statement from Kvaerner 
in Oslo said its Kvaerner Design 
and Technology unit had been 
chosen to deliver the eight tur- 
bines. The core components for 
five of the turbines will be pro- 
duced under the management 
of Kvaerner Energy in Norway 
and China. The three other tur- 
bines will be produced by GEC 
Alsthom based on a Kvaerner 


design, the company said. But 
a parallel announcement from 
GEC Alsthom in Paris said 
talks with China over its par- 
ticipation in the Three Gorges 
dpi project had not been com- 
pleted. 

“We have high hopes that the 
contract will be finalised in 
aiming weeks, but it has not 
been finalised yet," a GEC Al- 
s thorn spokesman said. 

SOUrces suggested 
Alsthom was not satisfied 
with the size of its part of the 
contract and hoped to negoti- 
ate better terms before the 
final signature. According to the 
sources, GEC Alsthom? share 
of the total £500m order is 
around £l25m, less than that of 
the rival bidder Siemens, the 
German electronics giant. 

Other consortia bidding for 
a share in the contract include 


_ vi UA, Uj. 

and Asea Brown Boveri the 
jointly owned Swiss and 
Swedish engineering group 


based in Zurich. Last musk a 
Seunens spokesman in Felting 
was quoted by Agence France 
*resse as saying its consdrtrum 
would supply six of the'f4 tor- 
omra and generators requital 
ior the firs phase of lhe project, 
while ABB would prcryiddeitfit 
generators. 

The Chinese Yangtse Three . 
Jorges Project Development, 
fo® Chinese gove rnme nt body 
? war 6mg contracts hasso &r re-- 
rased to be drawn on the win- 
0l ng bids, although . its has 
promised an announcement in 

foe next few days. 

The initial contract for tur- 
bines and generators is duly a 
“ball part of the total eosEoffoe 
Project but- is bemg/ keenly 
fought because of the tpo-bold 
foe win nin g suppliers win cre- 
jhe in potentially tire worfd’s 
foggest market. 

When finished in 2009 foe 
project will have created lidatD, 
capable of generating enough 
e »ectricity to supplyTOptircBM 
of China’s electricity 
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Footsie refuses to oblige the bears with 


a meltdown 
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Share spotlight 


Monday in of the 1987 disaster ap- 
predictorf proaches, is haunting the mar- 


i haunting the mar- 
perstitious place. 
. . . enable anniver- 

saries invariably produce acute 
attacks of the jitters. 

Even so Friday’s slump was 
surprising. It occurred without 
a realistic excuse. Many fund 



predicted stock market ™i, y P 1 , B Uaunong the r 
d own failed^n^Tr -T 11 ’ Ii h a superatiiffius pi. 
True, Footsie w™ offfe A ° d uncom ^rtable annr 

S?Ff ntS !? MrI y lr ading. Audit 
downbeal 

‘»eirfeS’S° USby 

Trading was iow even^t? 5 ' H 131 *, bluc chips were ho P e_ 
undeniandioBstandarfic^fJh overvalued and a dra- 

holiday ^Jk: corraction was on the 

k^ ere “ no doubt 11131 blue 

deals bid ioTS ,L f 'E™ 3 ' Chlps - lheir h “dv pro- 

Whata^d'o^sdi, e“-® l3 !«f.'«6«gBe«d 

looe a °nr- it does nor take much to erode 
confidence. 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


the shares were worth 120p. 
PDFM. the market's most en- 
trenched bears, went bargain- 
hunting, lifting its stake by 4.4 
per cent to 203 per cent. 
Storehouse's rally continued 
with a 7p gain to 228 -5p. 

s latest price-cutting 
left the supermarket 
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ramJh 1 ?!f nB exercise at BT 

SES 1 e J 345 minioa i ° 

v? U and more Thorn ’B’ 

ano^ bU ^'? a - dssaccounied for 

™ hcr GS-O million. So real 

turner was for the first lime 

lor a long while below the im- 
portant 50C milb’on level. 


confidence. But yesterday’s spurred by the bodries'' legal 
peifonnance will be seen bv the wem™ ft ™inct Camelot oKr 


crash. 


, . —by the 

more bullish observers as an 
encouraging response to Fri- 
day’s retrcaL 

Still, the immediate Footsie 
outlook is dominated bv New 

of ‘^ther ^^hLSron^ 

i anniversary slones . « ha ‘ » * thinking of 

pouncing on First Leisure 


The spectre 
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as the tenth amuvcrsaiy today the general view, which 
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some FLC areas such as bin- 
go and bowling alleys and 
could see the group's other in- 
terests as offering a natural di- 
versification. FLC shares rose 
1 Up to 3225p. They were, be- 
fore disappointing trading 

campaigi len die supermancei 

■ p sssasr_,_ s5SS5ss« ^te^ bepMKd Safe 

JMStas 

?teEKte5 

gave_up 34.6 points and the its momentum. 221 p. National Powe?, Sp lip 

There is a strong bod>’ of to 518^p. was pushed on yield 
opinion that it will descend on considerations. 

William Hill, the betting chain Banks, which led this year’s 
representing the last significant Footsie charge, were generally 
asset of the tottering Brent lower with HSBC hit by SBC 
Walker (unchanged at I.5p). Warburg, the main caaialty. 
mlk of a hotel swoop is also in The securities house moved 

Dl |?J r- ^ , from add to hold, cutting the 

However FLC, headed by recently high-flying shares by 
ex-Channel Four chief Michael 70^p to "> (r97p ^ " 

Grade, could make an attrac- Sears, the unhappy retailer, 
live buy for the sprawling added L5p to 62p, against 
brewer. Jt already operates in tura-of-the year suggestions 


FTSE Smallcap I4.S. 

Bass, up 1 Up to S39p, and 
Ladbrnke, 35p to 253.5p, were 


viaory against Can 
the 49s fixed-odds numbers 
game. Camelot will appeal 
against the decision of magis- 
trate Ronald Bartle. 

The brewing giant also 


broker Sutherlands pointing to 
a 670p target price. 

A cross Below the then mar- 
ket price clipped Kenwood, 
the domestic appliance group, 
which seems to have resisted 
the overtures of smaller rival 
Pifco, 14p to 103Jp, a low. 

RJB Mining, on its mine clo- 
sure and Dresdner Kleinwort 
Benson sell advice, fell Sp to 
312Jp. 


Taking Stock 


QPrestbiuy Leisure, a little 
sportswear company which 
came to market in April, rose 
0.5p to 2.75p after confirming 
talks with possible bad tar- 
gets. Gbafrman Mike Edelson 
bad been expected to use the 
company as a vehicle for 
b ringing a football Chib to 
market via a reverse takeover. 
Bnt Domino’s Pizza, a home 
delivery business where 
entrepreneurial investor 
Nigel Wray has 20 par cent, is 
now regarded as the most 
likely acquisition. Domino's, 
owned by a US group, bas 
more than 130 outlets In this 
country. 

□Gibbon, the printing ink 
group, rose 8£p to 123ip, a 
three day 27p improvement. 


Talk of a bid for struggling Investment presentations in 
Irish oil group Bula Resources Scotland are behind the 
bad little impact, leaving the activity. Paul Spencer at 
shares off 02Sp to 125p. Dawn stockbroker Granville Davies 
Til Dusk, a convenience stores is looking for profits of £2m 
chain, jumped 40p to 255p. this year and £2 .2m next 
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Relax and enjoy yourself - it’s 
probably good for the economy 


NatWest snaps up former $$0 

head of No 10 Policy Unit 


People & Business 


W hat is wrong with 
spending money? The 
economic rhetoric in 
every continental European 
economy, and in Japan, at the 
moment is that there should be . 
higher investment and export-led 


growth. Domestic consumption 
the idea that people should war 


the idea that people should want 
to spend their own money buying 

things - is bad. 

That rhetoric washes across the 
C hann el. To judge by the way the 
“windfall" gains that people here 
have received from their building 
society shares are discussed as a 
problem, and the Chancellor was 
criticised for not taxing them back, 
you mi gh t rmag mp [fiat the fact that 
Britons are richer to the tune of 
£35 bn is somehow bad. The 



Hamish 

McRae 


the world, which is admirable. But 
it has also invested in foreign 
financial assets, which have often 
fallen in value: it was estimated that 
Japan has lost about half its accu- 
mulated current account surpluses 
through bad investment. 

When savings are invested at 
home, unless there are adequate 
opportunities, the effect is simply 
to drive up the exchange rate and 
drive down the domestic rates of 
return on investment That is what 


higher than other European 
economies. Wfe are able to sustain 
this lower savins rate because we 
invest less and therefore need less 
savings; and partly because we can 
attract large capital inflows, 
lb some extent the UK may also 


be a developing country, but it is 
not quite in the same league as the 


has happened in Japan. The non- 
manufacturing sector remains 


counter-arguments - for example, 
that over-investment means that 


savings are wasted and that for all 
countries to strive to be net ex- 
porters is self-defeating and ridicu- 
lous - are rarely made. 

Or at least they are rarely made 
outside the US. One of the effects 
of the kmg American boom and the 
creation by the US of hi-tech in- 
dustries that dominate the world 
has been a reassessment of the na- 
ture of the US current account 
deficit, and with it, an explanation 
of why high-consumption eco- 
nomies have become more vibrant 
than those of Germany and Japan. 

The core of the argument is that 
the US in particular is in many ways 
a developing country. Other coun- 
tries rush to invest there because 
it offers higher returns than could 
be obtained at home - just as 
Britain invested much of its savings 
abroad in the second half of the last 
century and Japan has invested 
abroad during the last two decades. 
The current account deficit that the 
US has been running is therefore 
a necessary offset to its capital ac- 
count surplus. 

This argument has been well put 
by John Makm, an economist at the 
American Enterprise Institute for 
Public Policy Research in Wash- 
ington. In a paper this month he 
turns on its head the idea that 
America's main problem is its 
shortage of savings. If other coun- 


Strong domestic 
consumption has 
sustained the 
recovery while 
continental 
economies have 
faltered ... Rising 
confidence has 
had the effect of 
reducing 
unemployment 


tries want to invest in the US, the 
dollar would be driven far too 
high were it not for the willingness 
of US citizens to spend their mon- 
ey. If they did not do so,' the US 
would have faced the same prob- 
lem as Japan, which over-saves. 

Oversaving creates two difficul- 
ties, both of which have struck 
Japan. The savings are exported in 
the form of foreign investment, or 
they remain at home where they 
have to be invested in something. 

Foreign investment is fine if 
there are adequate opportunities 
and the investors have adequate 
skills. In the case of Japan much of 
its direct investment - investment 
in plant and machinery - has been 
well -spent. Japan owns high-qual- 
ity factories throughout the rest of 


manufacturing sector re mains 
heavily regulated and accordingly 
there is little incentive to invest to 
improve productivity. These non- 
manufacturing industries would 
not be exporters - they would have 
to live on domestic demand - but 
if they were really successful, that 
would stimulate domestic demand, 
and might even eliminate the cur- 
rent account surplus. Japan does 
not want to risk that, so despite the 
modest deregulation talcing place, 
growth will remain sta gnan t. . . 

The US shows the reverse phe- 
nomenon. Because it is a develop- 
ing country, it is normal and natural 
to attract foreign capital and to run 
a current account deficit Hie fact 
that the dollar has strengthened in 
the last year, despite the deficit, is 
further proof of the attractions of 
the US as an investment haven. In- 
deed bad it aot been for the deficit, 
the dollar would have soared to a 
level where US exports would be 


not quite in the same league as the 
US. Nevertheless it is possible to 
make a case that the fact that the 
urge to splurge is good. The fact 
that once Britons have money in 
their pockets and purses they will 
go out and spend it gives a strength 
rather than a weakness to the 
economy. Strong domestic con- 
sumption has sustained the recov- 
ery while continental economies 
have faltered. This has enabled the 
country to head into a virtuous cir- 
cle, with strong consumer confi- 


dence brin g in g unemployment 
rates to less than hair those of 


rates to less than halt those of 
France, Germany and Italy, while 
felling unemployment has further 
boosted confidence. The high 
propensity to consume, plus lower 
taxation,- means the UK's living 
standards are comparable to those 
of France, Germany and Italy de- 
spite the feet that GDP per head 
is lower. 

Further, relying on domestic 
consumption to sustain demand is 
in some ways a safer strategy than 


NatWest Group has snapped up 
Nomura BladnreD, former head 
of John Major’s No 10 Policy 
Unit, to succeed Mark Aston as 
the bank’s top strategist. Speak- 
ing as someone who tipped 
NaiWestis shares .last Christmas, I 
trust that the bank will do rather 
better than John Major did in 
May. Anyway, as NafWesfs direc- 
tor of group corporate develop- 
ment, Mr Blackwell will whisper 
directly into the ear of chief exec- 
utive Derek Mfenless. 

He wfll be responsible for 
thinking up new strategy and 
tr anslating it into action. 

Mr Blackwell is certainly well 
qualified for the job. He got a 
first in natural sciences at Trinity 
College, Cambridge and an MBA 
from Wharton Business School in 
the US. He also has a PhD in 
finance and 17 years of esperi- 
euce with McKinsey, much of it in 
hanking and financial services. 
Our man succeeded Sarah Hogg 
at No 10 in February 1995 and 
got a life peerage in John Major’s 
resignation honours list 
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jm-at demand for a radically drf- 

ferent sort of product 
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tC M eanw hile Mr Pritchard has 
appointed a part-tuner on Le&t 
Business, Martha Klein, ro IwU 
the reins as editor while he goes 
on holiday. 


Norman Blackwell: To whisper 
In Derek Wanless’s ear 


priced out of foreign markets (as 
has happened in Japan) and the 


has happened in Japan) and the 
country's attractions would have 
been weakened. Moral: it is a good 
thing that Americans are such vo- 
ciferous consumers. 

What does all this say about us? 


The parallel is not perfect because 
the UK happens to be running a 


the UK happens to be ru nning a 
current account surplus. It is true 
that like the US the UK has at- 
tracted large amounts of foreign 
capital; it has also been a large cap- 
ital exporter, which has helped 
keep sterling at a reasonable level 
But there is not quite the same per- 
ceived lack of domestic savings in 
the UK. though the proportion of 
consumption in GDP remains 
roughly five percentage points 


of demand for your products is be- 
yond your control. 

As with all economic arguments, 
it would be silly to push this one too 
far. At some point excessive con- 
sumption leads to a surge in imports 
and becomes unsustainable. The 
question for both Britain and the 
US is whether the economies are 
dose to that point where most 
additional demand cannot be met 
by higher production at home and 
the pressure shows fay sucking in 
more imports and by rising infla- 
tion at home. But to say that is sim- 
ply to point out there is such a thin g 
as excessive consumption. There 
can be too much of a good thing 
But to regard consumption as 
somehow bad and investment 
(however poor the quality) as good, 
s absurd. There is nothing wrong 
with people enjoying themselves. 


Which brings us to another figure 
in the last government, Malcolm 
fiiflrind, who joined Australian 
mining and trading c om p an y 
BHP following the election de- 
feat. BHP has been having a 
rough time of it lately, and now 
brokers T Hoare have decided to 
really put the boot in with a 
“strong sell" note on the 
company. 

Mark Horn, the analyst at T 
Hoare responsible for the note, 
writes; “The shares will continue 
to underperform relative to major 
equity benchmarks; the recent 
-dissension in the ranks of man- 
agement Vim eroded the ‘manage- 
ment premium* of BHP; the 
problems faced by BHP are a 
combination of size, structure and 
management.” 

In fact Mr Horn couldn’t have 
been more negative if he had 
written “the sky is felling”." Poor 
Malcohn. Perhaps Mr Blackwell 
can find him a desk at NatWest. 


The for is flying in the lucrative 


world of City legal journalism. 
The uncrowned queen of the 
genre, Catrin Griffiths, and her _ 
sidekick Dominic Egan, have quit 
the lawyers’ glossy Legal Business 
as editor and deputy editor re- 
spectively. 

To add insult to injury, the duo 
have joined with legal head- 
hunters Quarry Dougall to launch 
a rival publishing venture of their 
own. Their departure follows a 
bust-up with John Pritchard, the 
mastermind behind the Legal 500 
directory of lawyers, as well as a 
string of legal magazines. Legal 
Business has made boatloads of 
dosh for Mr Pritchard, concen- 
trating as it does on advertising 
from the fet-cat end of City law, 
and chambers across London are 
agog as to how his flagship organ 
wD fere without his two stars. 

La Griffiths, a flame-headed 
Welshwoman, is expecting her 
second baby, and is at home sun- 
ning herself in Highbury, north 
London. 

She and Mr Egan will be joined 
by Mark Brandon, formerly edi- 
tor of the Legal 500 and another 
Pritchard refusenik, to produce 
w hat Quarry Dougall enigmatical- 


large,” then you'll be saddened to 
hear that the Hacienda, Manches- 
ter's most famous nigfaldub, ts up 
for sale after its owners went 

bust. _ 

The round red brick edifice has 
only just celebrated its 15 th 
anniversary, having originally 
been founded as a home for 
bands like New Order and The 
Smiths. 

It has also seen the rave move- 
ment and the Manchester scene 
come and go. with bands like ihe 
Inspiral Carpets and Oasis tread- 
ing its beer-soaked boards. 

Now Bruce Po brier of property- 
agents DTZ Debenham Thorpe is 
looking for bids of around £L2m 
for the building. Bruce says there 
has been a huge amount of inter- 
est in the site, with proposals to 
turn it into offices, residential 
schemes, even an art gallery. 

“The company that went into liq- 
uidation, FAC 51, owns the name 
‘Hacienda’, while the firm that 
owns the building, TGP 225. has 


put it on the market," says Bruce. 
The latter is owned by Rob Glut- 
ton, a former manager of New 
Order. 

You won’t catch Bruce himself 
raving in the club. “I’m a bit too 
long m the tooth - 1 haven’t the 
energy,” he confesses. 

John WiUcock 
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YORK EBOR MEETING: An opening day opportunity for the Derby winner to confirm his status in a contender tor race of the year 

Benny the tip to prove International standard 


« 


GREG WOOD 

I Li s a , reraif ider of the remark- 
able depth of Quality in the mid- 
afe-dislance division at present 
mat the opening day of the Ebor 
meeting at York presents us with 
the first candidate for the "race 
of Lhe decade” for. well, at 

~ S n tS^ eks - while 
even Max Cbfford might think 
twee before reaching for such 
a desoiption less than a month 
after the King George at Ascot, 
todays International Stakes 
could easily prove lo he the con- 
test by which the 1997 campaign 
will be remembered. v 
It is true that just four run- 

ne t re _ w l I !J £° to P 051 ’ Ihe small- 
est held m the race’s 25-year 
history, but rarely, if ever, can 
the cast list for a Group One 
event have consisted entirely of 
horses wilh previous Group 
One victories to Lheir credit 
Add to that the fact that, with 
the arguable exception of 
Singspiel, all of them are racing 
over what appears to be their 
ideal trip, on going which will 
confer neither favour nor dis- 
advantage. and it is clear that 
something very special will un- 
fold on the Knavesmire today. 


Those with a taste for mis- 
chief might point out thaL the 
only thing which The Interna- 
tional lacks is the presence of 
hieren Fallon aboard one of 
Bosra Sham's rivals. Rillon's 
desperately ill-judged perfor- 
mance on Hemy Cecil’s filly in 
[he Eclipse Stakes at Sandown 
last month cost him the ride on 
the favourite this afternoon, and 
the possibility that he might ex- 
act a little sporting revenge 
would certainly have added an 
extra dash of spice. 

None the less, the human 
roli-call today is also of the high- 
est quality, since Frankie Det- 
tori (Singspiel). Fallon’s 
replacement, Pat Eddery, and 
Michael Kinane, who rides the 
lnsh Derby winner. Desen 
King, would be most people’s 
choice as the best three riders 
m Europe. 

Joining them is Willie Ryan, 
whose bold display on Benny 
The Dip, his moumioday, in the 
Dertw at Epsom was itself a per- 
formance of which any of to- 
day's jockeys would be proud. 
And it may well be that the de- 
ciding factor will he the crucial 
tactical decisions each will have 
to take in the eariv stages of the 
race. 


“It is a high quality field,” 
John Gosden, Benny Tne Dip's 
trainer, said yesterday. “You 


couldn’t find two better older 
horses than Bosra Sham and 
Singspiel, and the other two are 
Derby winners. But it is unfor- 
tunate when these races cut up 
to 'Mickey Mouse’ fields. We 
had one at Newbuiy on Satur- 
day and another in the Eclipse, 
and you get muddling races. ! 
just hope we gel a trulynmn race. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Silver Patriarch 
(York 3.45) 

NB: Zamalek 
(Fotaestone 3225) 

“The false pace in the Eclipse 
didn’t suit Benny The Dip as he 
was coming back to them at the 
end, suggesting he would have 
been suited by faster, and he is 
proven over a mfle and a halt” 

Hemy Cedi was adamant 
after the Eclipse Stakes that the 
lack of a sound pace in the ear- 
ly stages bad contributed to his 
fifty’s defeat, which makes it a 
little surprising that Bosra 
Sham's connections did not 
supply her with a pacemaker to- 
day. 


Benny The Dip made all the 
running to win the Dante Stakes 
over this course and distance in 
May, but despite Gosden's com- 
ments, h seems unlikely that 
Ryan will set a fierce gallop to- 
day and play into the favourite's 
hands. 

What with those doubts, and 
Bosra Sham's recent foot prob- 
lems, it would be fofty to back 
her at odds hovering close to 
even money. Two of her three 
rivals, meanwhile, also arrive 
with serious queries over their 
ability to produce their best, 
since 'Desert King, winner of the 
2,000 Guineas and Derby in his 
native Ireland, has run de- 
plorably on his two previous vis- 
its lo Britain, and Singspiel 
could well need rather longer to 
recover from an exhausting 
King George on unforgjvmg 
ground. 

This leaves punters looking 
squarely at an obvio us slice of 
value. BENNY THE DIP (nap 
3.10) may not be the forest 
Derby winner of the decade, but 
he is almost certainly better at 
today’s trip, and could well be 
allowed to set a pace which suits 
him, rather than his rivals, just 
as he did in the Dame. A fierce 
battier, he should prove very dif- 


Eddery hits ton but hit by ban 


Pat Eddery reached his centu- 
ry for the season at Windsor yes- 
terday, but his championship 
hopes received a jolt when he 
was handed a three-day ban for 
careless riding. The reigning 
champion hit the ton for the 
24th time in the last 25 yeare 
when scoring on Salmon Lad- 
der and Risque Lady. Bui sand- 
wiched between those successes 
came his suspension when sec- 
ond on Lasham in the Earley 
Nursery Handicap. 

Ray Cochrane and Vic Soane 
had their explanations record- 
ed over ihe running of a two- 
year-old at the meeting. The 
pair were called before the 


stewards after Persian Sabre, 
having her third run, finished 
sixLh. beaten approximately 
eight lengths behind Risque 
Lady, in the EBF Maiden 
Slakes. Cochrane told the stew- 
ards that he was instructed to 
settle the filly in behind, to cov- 
er her up and to come wilh a 
long run. He said that he was 
denied a dear run in the last two 
furlongs. 

Soane, Persian Sabre's train- 
er, confirmed the riding in- 
structions. expressed his 
satisfaction with Cochrane's 
riding and added that the filly 
had been very fractious in the 
stalls on her previous run at 


Newbuiy. However the stew- 
ards, after viewing the video, de- 
cided to record ibeir 
explanations. 

Michael Stoute yesterday an- 
nounced that the leading Ebor 
fancy Mohawk River- 12-1 with 
William Hill - is a definite run- 
ner in tomorrow’s big handicap 
at York. The trainer also said 
that the £10Q,000-added race is 
the “preferred option" for 
Purist, who bypasses an alter- 
native engagement today. 
Purist, set to carry 7st 101b and 
also 12-1 with William Hill, 
was withdrawn from this after- 
noon's Great Voliigeur Stakes 
yesterday morning. 


However, final plans for the 
Yarmouth winner Purist could 
depend on whether Robert 
Armstrong runs the top weight 
Kntta, in whose absence the 
weights would rise 41b. 

Armstrong said: “If the 
ground is good to soft Kntta will 
run. They had a quarter of an 
inch of rain last night but they 
will seed more if he is to run.” 

Like several other recent 
Group races, Saturday’s Cele- 
bration Mile at Goodwood will 
suffer from a small field. Only 
five horees- Cape Cross. Among 
Men, Peartree House. Polar 
Prince and Whom- were left in 
the Group Two event yesterday. 


ficult to pass as he gallops along 
the rail inside the final furlong 
today, and at 5-1. he is an irre- 
sistible bet to hold on ail the way 
to the line. 

The International Slakes is 
the obvious highlight this af- 
ternoon, but the supporting 
card is fascinating too, with a 
mixture of Classic prospects, po- 
tentially lop-ciass juveniles and 
some of the best stayers in 
training. 

The two-year-old event 
which opens the card has been 
won by Rcvoque and Grand 
Lodge in recent years, and with 
five oncc-raced, unbeaten colts 
in the field, not to mention Ian 
Balding's promising Merlin’s 
Ring, this could prove to be a 
very significant race, albeit one 
which 'makes little appeal for 
punters. Teapot Row (105) may 
come out on top. but more sol- 
id betting opportunities wifi be 
provided by Double Eclipse 
(235), who gets a vital 91b from 
Celeric, the Ascot Gold Cup 
winner, and Stowaway (next 
best 3.45), who can secure a 
place in the St Leger field with 
victory in the Great Voliigeur 
Stakes. 

Camelot fall in court threat to 
bookmakers' 49’s bet, page 5 

"york" 

2A& MERLIN'S RING, who stayed 
on strongly to win a valuable Good- 
wood nursery by a head from King 
Darius under 9si 51b last lime, has 
the best form and could prove the 
best value. Chester Bouse. lev a coll 
with a big reputation, made heavy 
weather of bea ting lust In Tune by 
half a length in a 7f Goodwood 
maiden on his debul and La-Fash, 
who. who beat Soda! Charter by half 
a length in a 6f Ascot maiden on his 
debul, and Ifcapot Jtow, who docked 
a fair time for a newcomer when 
| beating Friendly Warning by four 
Jtos in a 6f Newmarket maiden, 
at pose more problems. 

□□□ 

2A5: DOUBLE ECLIPSE, who ran 
his best race this season when two 
lengths third to Double Trigger and 
■ Classic Cliche in the Goodwood Cup 
! over 2m last mne, has nothing io fear 
i bum Section Day, Samraan or 
Corradini on that running and. on 



Benny The Dip proved his liking for York by winning the Dante Stakes in May and can 
follow up in the International Stakes today Photograph: Phil Smrth/Sporting Life 
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Wi better tenns. can turn Ascot Gold 
Cup (2m 4f) tables cm Celeric, who 
has since disappointed behind Shan- 
tou in the Group Three Princess Of 
Wiks’s Stakes ovct lm 4f at New- 
market. The Northumberland Plate 
Handicap winner, Windsor Castle, 
faces his toughest task vet. 

□LO 

3.15: BENNY THE DIP, who fin- 
ished a short-head in hunt of Bosra 
Sham when IV, lengths second loPil- 
sodski in the Edrpse Slakes aver 
lm 2f at Sandown last time, looks 
a good bet lo confirm those platings 
at 5-1 with Ladbrokes and the Ibie. 


The Derby winner showed that he 
acts well on this track when making 
ail in the Dante Stakes over this dis- 
tance in May and looks the safest 
proposition. Bosra Sham came in for 
an indifferent ride in lhe Eclipse and, 
if she recaptures the form she 
showed to walk away with the Prince 
Of Vtoks's Slakes over lm2f at Roy- 
al Ascot, she will be hard to beat. 
However, she has bad an injury 
scare, may not be suited by the mud- 
dling pace this contest promises to 
be run at and, at the odds, is worth 
opposing, Singspiel, winner of the 
Japan Cup and Dubai World Cup, 
is another who would have a big 
chance on his best form but be had 
a hard race when fourth lo Swain in 
the King Geor®: VI and Queen Eliz- 
abeth Stakes over lm 4f at Ascot 
Desert King, winner of the Irish 
2,000 Guineas (lm) and the Irish 
Derby ( lm 4f) at the Curragh, has 
yei io show his best outside Ireland 
and faces his toughest race so far. 


3A& STOWAWAY, a 
performer who ran his best race so . 
far when winning ihe Gordon Slakes | 
over lm 4f at Goodwood by three 
lengths from Poseidon, looks sore 
io give a good account of himself. 
Silver Patriarch, a long way in 
front of the selection when a short- ■ 
head second to Benny The Dip in 
the Derby over lm4f at Epsom, re- 
turned home with mucus in his lungs j 
after disappointing behind Desert i 
King in the Irish Derby over lm 4f I 
at the Curragh. He has a great [ 
chance on his Epsom form but he 
only returned to full work recently I 
and might need this race. Kingfisher j 
MU] went our like. a light behind 
Swain after leading for a long way | 
in the Group One King George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth Stakes over i 
lm 4f at Ascot, and might be best | 
watched until demonstrating he 
has returned to bis best- Appre- , 
tension and Garuda seem likely to 
be a bit out of their depth. 
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2jQ 5 MertuYs Ring 
235 Double EcSpse 
3L10 Benny The Dip 
.£45 Stowaway (nb) 


HYPERION 

445 HIGH INTRIGUE (nap) 
445 Madly Sharp 
5JL5 King Darius 


21-114 StNGSPB.(24)(Dt(SMMIMBmraOMSlDuieSg5. 
21113 B0SM SMAM ftlSI} (45) (D) (BF) Nfcfe S3(0 H Cecil A 9 2_ 


JLMM2 125 
JMBfcUrr-tnt 


GOING: Good. 

STALLS: 5f, OTA 7r- .Hands Jude, round imuhmp - bisido 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ LWi-hanri. I i-ahiped course. Fbu and ideal far the powerful caBopcr. 

■ i.Vmbm b. lm i> uf city git AURIC. York station lm. ADMISSION: County Stand SOI 
i yw-okfa 118); TauosaDs Sir,; Silver Rin«5-" (OAPh JLi-fiO); Course Enclosure 
S3 (OAFS SI •Mil. HncfeT-Jlia £nw all enclosures ino under 13s in County Standi. GAB 
PAJUb frtf 

■ LEADING TBAINEBS: B CetB 27 "lnmra from 100 runners f sure* a Mjcnas niho of 
27V. M Stoute 2n from 127<iO.»fcK J Goadai IO from IN CJU'H); J DmOop 18 from lift 
flS.Wnj: R Hannon Iti from 152 (IO.-7ft>l; P Cole l-l from |rtl I i:iAfc>; B HUIb 1-1 Tram 
1 15 f liai; R Charlton 12 from 37 {-Hi 1%); D Later from 46 (20.7V). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori 1 irons lYotn IUI ri.te.Riwa* jwe* ratio OT22.7V; 
Par Eddrry :H Trom 2lH t J0.7VY: J R*M 2* from I?* tH OVI; M Roberta 18 from 127 
1 1 4.2V); K PaUoo 1R from H3ll2.Wb):WRyan lrUmm lOClJO.IVhK Dartey Iflfrom 
Ittl I3J5VY. K J Kinane 15 from RK 1 17V(: R Cochrane H from I H tl I.-IVI 

B Favourites: 1KJ win>- from 102 ran* CJSJVl. 

BUNKERED FIRST TDK: Saratoga Spring tvmarwfl 1 2.00 1 ; lOttmk i>-ro«vdl I I.M). 
WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. _ . 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS fwttWa BrtutnV: Sliver Pntrtardi (3.«). Garnda 
& Samraan fgjirn have been *JH 2W mHes by J Dnnlgp from Arundel. WeM 


3 3-2112 QBWMWM(CnpmtalW«0MirofMJ&HCn3811~~Wto B i3J2a 

4 -21141 DESERT WK (51) 1H Tatoflto J Ifegieii A P (VBnen (M 3 8 U Ml Am 1113 

mi l- 4 doiJAiuf • J "■ 

BETUN&eWH Basra Shan, 5-2 StaewtaL 9-2 Beiay Tta 01a, 13-2 Dvaart Ktog 
199ec itthng 5 9 h L Penai 84 (W(&xed onSuoar} ttiMi ill 6 an 
FORM GUIDE 

Boon Stam. Mly reawved tom the sfyffn bnaang to her sutneafaie near-tore which caused 
her to nass some morh last week, b reunited Wth Pat Edday after running Into aB sorts of 
trouble under Keren FaDon when Uwd Behind PUsudsb and Benny Tbs On m the Ecftpse. 
Tbe way BENNY THE DS>, who made moa of lhe ronmnft pfuggad on to tahe second, l»at< 
en only a tengm and a quanier was most pleasing. The seteewm carter hew osf Shcr Pa- 
tnorcti Dy a shan-head m me Derfly after looUng cenan to as collared by the grey, who 
produced a seat ainhjjmne Men last otan at Tottenham Comer. John Gosden's runner te 
cenaJnh one of the bravest of Derby heroes tf nor one of die best. Benny The Dip. who took 
tne Dante over eauree and distance m May. put up an even bener partdmance in if» EC*pw 
man n die Derby and, with only a field of ibur. Die race could be run to sus Hm better than 
n wsi Basra Snare (who is best comloe off b strong pace). StagspU mbs ots of tfie first two 
for Die test urea in 14 races m the King Geoge but sta ran a cracker on ground too soft to 
hrash fourth. Doswt King, who completes me quartet, won Die Irish 3000 Guineas - by 
lhree lengths - and the msh Demy tfter lymg arty e(pnh rfme twi ha» a mrte out. Defipmt 
having acrteiffid so much already, there mqjx stil be soma improvement left m Die Dane- 
MtolL Setortore BENNY THE DIP 
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3-5500 mWGBKMIlS (113 (D) U lagrion S VJR Mmeii J Bwy 391 P Roberts (5) 10 

00615 AUMWMMSS4}(lRl(MP3uile'sF#iWvSeQemavi TP Saion 590 — A Man 23 

003521 AKffiSB5IAC{ll} (D) (PR John] BP3£ng690 IDetMS 

Perm MdCeann 1 V 
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12 041010 DC BW FOX (17) (G Whoaftarl B McJ&roi 3 6 11 G<XA*14 

13 404312 PWISIR DNUOUR [43} TO pF)(MTdbortta)l^Kr)NC*«w 3 8 U)_RttEAkay IB 


105256 0 A«E (USA) ( 10 ) fOa (Mr, Anita U to \l Acartey 0 S 8 MOserfogS 

060213 BOQ9E{I8)(CD)<TanfFa«eB)Mn JftsnsdenTBB IPnumwlA 

008221 PRESENTSBiHwnOHWISlifllR&KaaSa. SSladarslR 


■61054 SICA KEY St£A (23) CD) trm Oatr/t M Owaon 388- 

051453 Itffl TO CT H*sCRarBonj MATvisar 58 6. 

521100 OOUHE OSCAR TO TO tTr*r teeng) D ftetnfc 4 6 5„. 
442356 CffiT WfSDCM (lfi) (CO) lUa Smaru M3nWn6B3. 
154510 IRTEKHTO WatiMnR3C*igUinUrsJteiwwi5 8 2_ 


J>PltaflhyTO8 
0 FMtaed 9 


Jl Mehtrts (7) 33 B 

£B**ml22 

F4ncbl9 


JOrioll 


J-CtareocftS 


a45 


2j05 


D0W ACXJbB STAKES (CLASS B)£25P00 added rMH 

2YD 7f Penalty Value £17350 1 

JAZZ CUB (US41 03) (WSFflfriiBlPCae 9 2 PM Edfeiy 2 100 


GREAT VOOtGEUR STAKES (Group 2) (CLASS A) fAj 1 
fTOyOOO added 3YDlm4f Penalty Value £54*457 i VH 

0-1410 KMGflSHEH SMI. (24) (0)84 Hwort flmtbden) VB5 J CKS8 12 MJKkm5I06 

1-63 APPR9dSI0W(87)pqCStiaM'lWiiivnBc(lDLDCfer89 BCDcbmoulUO 

6-4153 6ASUW(45)[B0dDernu^JDlrtcp89 I Reid 4106 


1-3125 SO-VBt TORMKCH (51) pf) (Wer 5 WMeU J Durtcp 8 0— 

1-21 SltrNXWn (2D m Ire Surry a 9 

- S declared - 


.Pat BUmy 2 126 
— LDertori3U£ 


1 OCSTERHOUSC(US4)OWIM WN*Mlari)liCaa90 

1 LA-FAAH (24) (HamSn Al IteKBMnl 0 9 0 — 

1 UR CAfffil (USA) (33) HD ilAampum Al liWiarm W StOUK 9 0 


1 TEAPOT HOW (17) (Wo? d DawSwei J 9 0 
36 u*EPPEHt2B)iSaeeoMareTOiCftia*i8 w 


KM0Q4 96 
J)Hb7 90 
JMriS 88 
>5106 


_M Roberts 9 99 
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mg command in t he ck ^ ^wne Dwir vwroing debuts at Hay- 

Cawf were more >mp^«^w ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

do* and Yarmouth. axltfw toro^wno C^U ^turned 4-7 chance Dow- 

set furtongs. promts wagteteii wr.®- 
er House despr® rasing a wrtn _ Mutaww^ beaien a lenffh and a ibrfin 

erSooa Oirriber by hall a h LwiTTrKT^ whrch also appUes ta Teapot 

nwd ‘ ** S^tfterame l«mey » Newmarket 

at tfw Curragh. add to tf» iraerea- 
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SAVER PATRIARCH shaped we* when thud In the Sandown Classic Tnai on ha return. Sa- 
ver Patnflrch. tnened out By Benny Die Op In tha Derby after lying last of 13 at Tanenhsm 
Comer, returned lame and with mucus m nts lun® when a hotpot and fifth m me lnsh Der- 
by. However, he wortefl well recently with Samraan and s reported re good tarn, stow- 
awwy sunned home tv ffvea ler^dis tn the Goraon Stakes m the ttg Goodwood meesreg 
and has come Kit of the race weft. As (hat was only Ms Dwd race, he should contme on 
the upgrade and cotftd dawtop mu 8 tending St lager cantMae. Wn^sher Mffl. axxass- 
fUl m Da? «oftg Eduard VH at floyM Ascot ts panateed 3lb for thaL Ha had ® miss a tow 
daws wort alter ftnararg last m ihe King George but is bach m fine shape now and ews for 
(ha Doncaster dassK If pteoang connections hare. Sctocdon: SAVER PATRIARCH 
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MELROSE RATED HANDICAP (CLASS B) £25j000 added 3VD 
lm 6f Penafty Value £34,972 

0- 2150 SOU) MO (21) (MMc Sana 6 IBs 9 7 — — WBtt«y5 

334030 WtM(16)(Rdieft&ai3aeAfttrire^ 

041 zStPOUK (2S) [H H AgJ L Oman 9 3 

1- 2060 HWFf MRSTOAL (12} (RF) 

12100 Cffawi £20) (Urfl 
4-321 URFRE £17] TO ISheHl 

-13546 MIH«pj»|(12!)(ien 
43000 SA1BAU10 Bre- (17UJ c 
-31134 CRVSPEAlft. (38) (Bf) £1H 
060-00 WUUIHON IMlD (59)<J0fn 
Mil HGHflmHGUECaQTOMsEA 
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AAilmniMigitasrdB. TimimOai>He^avaaifeniut8a3*K 
BEITMS: 3-1 Zerpow, 100-30 H|gb MrlRW, 7-2 IMa, ID-1 Mferik, Goar^a Vhbm, 14-1 CMb 
Peart, Cyrfon, 14-1 Happy Mfttttni, Sob Mto, lfl-1 PapOA 26>1 Sasrib Bay, 80-1 Marathon IMP 
2996; Yton jtameel 3 9 7 W R Saotun U-l (M Stoue) dram (8) 10 on 


, 10-1 


BETTMG: 2-1 Doub*« »4 

hvn. 


rtourri considered loo soft** 
giuuru CELERIC 


HIGH INTRIGUE looks good off only a 4li higher rating than when mawng a wrening hand- 
icao t»bu\ orer ttas rfisrance at Sandtwm. makreg ai with MMtafc £6Ui batter ofli tour and 
a hgtf lengths adrift In founn. Before mat. he ffR offthe marft with an 18-iength Chester 
maidan vaaory and he wffl praeass further. Wth Keren RalonnottfUetodptfHwefght- 
he is ere SauaaBto Say tor (an Batekng- Wane Rym takes tha rate. SausaHo By had Clro’a 
peart behind when second to Gracchi) Lass at Chepstnv end meats hrm 2A better. Mftnax 
later ran saah of 12 to OeiesOBl Chow at Pontefract - Happy NBnstm ntnrti. Zwpoer rates 
the cfvef threat. Market leader at Newmartet frtnfdan) last month. Luce CuntanTe coft was 
tfways rnewres Bra a warear tred cera home by three fonTOhL TVm wee « a qiwter-mBe 
lass but he wu mt ■□day’s fonservip and. haring had only three outrero, w another certain 
TO get tetter s». However. Tha 13th concession to Happy tatriBre looks TOO much. Uffire, 
anotfwwho has bean U0ty raced, stnidr form at Goodwood, defeating Dominant Ducftes 
three parts of a length wfth Bo orgta vwntm (4lb betm) bm and a half hnghs back re 
TOM and Sausallio Bay 11th of 14. The Sadler's VWfe ffly should also preffess effin and 
should have a say re Diefritsti- S ele ct io n ; HCH WTRCUE 


-46011 niRREBMDq ID) Wss w F Thesgai D Qajman 6 8 1 

555120 RWJU. DOME [10) (CJ tG W JcneS) U 5 8 1 

-23dectwed- 

BBRNBe 94. Besstagfortegutae, PbUr D'Aotour. JO-l iBer. 13-1 Mr BeiRnc, 14-1 AtanUmm, 
BeeaM. Doohie Qaoic. Wartd PreMtar. IblBem, Iteay Step. >«*Trigj». Penyttsn VWw, 20-1 
bay Nefifeni MMe GcM. Mm C^taM, Brink. 2tM tapli 25-1 Present Camden, 

Royal Doom, 33-1 Lags Dl Varno, SSca Key Slea, Ibe Soy Rw, Ybuag Sprig 
1996; Cpttois Open 4 9 2 « Felon 9-1 (Mra f tensdou dram (171 21 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

THIS, mmreg out again outeWy after a TOM of 21 m Saturday's great St VWfrtd at Ripon. 
can show the way home here. He had Mr reign. Doable Oscar end Venture C np tta ftrt 
behmdon That twasicre and they m«a on more w less the sarr* terms. Before ttw. Mart 
Johnston's charge ftiAhed a three -tengDi fiffti to So Imrepal, also at Rreon - Penystoa vtaw 
tenth - and te got home by a neck from Grey Ktogdren at Ayr last month when Double Os- 
car and ZWinJr were fifth and reran of 14. The selection can confirm Ayr rumng despite 
mealing Grey Wnaaom 41b wonse. BbimlnghnBftfnhr uas chamng up raa fifth success tha 
season when a lengih and a half loo good lor Suprtse Mason at Ascot to month and fol- 
lowed with a tfrid of 19 m Moon Strata aid *Mru&u Escape al Haydock, beaten a neck 
and the same. Mick Easterby* Charge shorid confimi Hpydock runnmg with Daau«t (owe 
tenths back in sMh a Haydock and 4fo better) aid also Young BtgMg. Lago Dl Vorsuxi 
aral Royal Dome, who were etgnm. 13manfll4m. »a*y Sharp & useful on ha day. He 
has y« to reach a pak» after tour anempts 0 w rami but s commg down re the wef^ns and 
could an weO with John Reid a good boetang. AknuMrem finrsted hte more than a tengh 
off me winner when fifTO d ten to Chwntnt Ascot after owercoming o tarfly sun lo score a 
Ayr but seven furlong; Is has tnp and ha may find the race inrtually over by tha time he gets 
mm top gear. Hat tnek seeker Purple FKng. recem Newmartet rvfrmar Mr Bargemc. the 
mount of Aankie Dettori, end Mule Gold, a course winner but yet to race beyond me mr- 
mum tnp. could all prove dangerous. Selection: tiler 

! EGUNTON NUfCSERY HANEACAP (CLASS C) £15^000 added 
! 2YD 7f Penalty Value £12435 

1 31221 AIDOMBfiHQSITOtIDaedAtniO M Johnson 9 7 Jl Robert* 3 

2 6501 33 FUMER0nCMMqQTO(MsERnriSHWEasi)Bbir91 MJMmel 

3 M3 ewaoil(l«)TOfti)«f«areigBVDUortey90 : — JCFetaU 

4 242221 BBOURDO BEUOI1D (9) Wad Green (line Rsrarg»a> UB&313 Ltef*Hl7 

5 33X3 an CO) {HUP srievjy K BjVe 8 12 £Uwtber(5)13 

6 06451 COC*. SECSEI (9) (The Qua totey Flaang Partnerthpj A Miiho&nd S 9 OWrigktB 

7 000143 NM60MWJS (T7)tE>3hnPBtyi Hh»TOl8e PttErUnyB 

8 553330 LAXaAfO) (3^ (J G Whta P Erans 8 6 JF^mll 

9 31 MffUf«BH»(22)TO(S»»Han 1 r'oniIlTEasfflit3yB4 LOanocka 

lfl 036 CAPE AUX RX1ES (lfl) tOrtaDttB Wgt; J Ws83 RHblS 

U 01 OPTURSne (ZZ) - ' (VySt Meg brctKtQ U Iom£*irE fl ? DB>»4 

12 1232 SCXAS A PARROT (11) (D| BAs SheSey Dwyeri C 7 13 RBwMlS 

13 3430 l£DmC{17)<HeenRacregMre(gBse713 J fata SB 

M 01 KJUmCUSTH?(4Q(G^FteoaCTI»«ro7U AKadray 14 

15 503 HALF A KWCKB4 £35) <J A Omob ap R Fahe y 7 Hi IQrinaU 

BETTM6: 6-1 Cartwa, 13-2 Alc t a Mg ^ 7-1 Meg Berta. 8-1 Sfcnply Bated, OpttBWilc, 9»1 ZM, 19-1 
Bamsdo BeBotto, J2-l£eol Secret, Flnmr crcasele, Skfc M A Pamt, M>1 Cage Am Pales, Had 
A Kakkar, 36-1 mine nl Carter, 20-1 atbera 
199ft Ftetswi Rred 2 7 10 Dale Gison 8-1 (M W easasn draw (lfli 10 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Demits a slipped fan. causing han to hang badly, AUCOMUElot beat Befladere more Dun 
ore lengths over 1009/3 mp anwrsh last nme - it eorid probably have 20 lengjhs had he 
kept straight. Mart Johnston's consistent coft. successful at Ripon re May. twice inched 
rorreer-up in between victories, trckxftnfi when finding Ta*asur a head loo fpod at Doncasi- 
er, where Carbon was three and a naif lanehs awy tost of tour. Canon eerier won on fas 
debut over stt futton& of loteyTs track - Lakefand Prtrle a two4en0h thud of sh and Sb 
better off - and finished a dose-up Dtird m Peter's Imp at NewcasDevriPi Cool Secret fifth 
Often. Cool 56CTK won a Redes nursery by mu’ lart^hs but meats Carbon on 9t) woraa 
lerms. Carbon, 7lb batter In wilh Aiconb&i than at Doncaster and like* to be surfed by the 
extra furlong, he could run me selection dose. B eMearo u ALCONLEGH 
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RACING RESULTS 




ica Franco 4JD0 savw- 

ttnft fiim Alert. 

COTOC-dredlof^ . ^ n,and corn* - oul«*- 

jSTAU& Of. h* - WM 1- « 

DRAW .%TfVANTA eour**. uancer auUoo (wr- 

—--UBS 

■ LEADING 

^ ran* a. » Chama* i2j»n ■' rides gh« 

- ISAPCW lOCh* BdrterylS in* ioS ( ,2%). 

««sre ««• 14 -i); S Sanders J J ^ 


I6P wtns in ■' 


tt«.W 
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jM.fjlf w'rt -'rti 


JOHN MCCARTHY MADBf STAKES (CLASS 
D) £4>5SO 3Y0 fiHes fif lB9yds 

- MRMSGuKMeHBvSll RFfeeacbTOS 

, n cANfOKSElUBfoPTOnOHIBinSll TSprakeB 

i oo CAPirVATBTO (1® R Hernon 8 11 DnDMl 

i 303 CSfiSnALBATOSJARrarBll M fate* 7 

% 0 COAUBBIERSDAUBHBI (lfl J Hftl 8 11 MHaatrTOlS 

R aSAAYOIRAN Goham 8 11 M matter 15 

r 24 MinnpflflflNC^gittBU — : — — sdrmm 2 

4 0 MSSCMff I4AI(BI(94) WhkttSU— Jlfaftl DajirTOll' 

% 0 WWtsrarPflGlwsBll JMBMary* 

10 58 RAlNWPfl B tfertwyBU — I Stock 8 

„ o mSAM(3flDladtt8U 8 Qatar 10 

U BOBAMHRMhuaBU AChrtU 

„ 5 S 8 CA KEY-SBMCE U7) u Channcn 8 U AQtall 

ta 0 SWROFfiBOSUBBR (25) PDRjisniBll— -JIHpfliTO S 

1 = TOUBRHBU.BBbJonaB ll — JfDw 0 

-laaeeteed- 

WJ 7 « 8 : 5-2 5to Key Sen**, 3-1 Ifctirta, 11-2 CaefancM, 13-2 Star 
«&«»«»«*, 10-1 Itobarom 13-1 Hbada. 1A-1 Baditt. 

CatetW Ere. 2(^1 BrtUyc*™. AdB*e, NaTOWa P*. 

331 fl«W 

RTcSl SMARDEN SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
|2wbOj £2^75 added 2Y0ef l89ytfc 

444214 «ra*BLHS(22)(DJNTinWere 2 Rfb«Bcb[3}8B 

0003. mrawg WCDa)«811 r -.-- .-DOPomIiobTOIV 


DO Gt0fl«.«SK(»)ClWey3U~- Mkab HowartbS 

066 WWM 1966 n — 1 **Mfeiy4 

0042 aWTRJRSETIBCn) HTbOTkhsfl 1 ! HHaoyTOS 

060 SWBfltSDDAtUJKtayae— ..-4 tote 2 

- 6 declared - 


3J25 

1 32053- LEAR JET (USA}(H95] BobJones4100 N Day 12 

2 04113- V«X)FPreHTSpTO(Dl[0^1Ai4A Parana 99 A Dart a 

3 63380 ClASSe WNE (HIJ (130| S Cri. 4 9 7 — 0 (Ttkwaboe (3) 4 

4 004 SMWCtfMWLmia4rtfems4813 T Sprit 11 

5 16066 KARACHI (17) RDSiriuen 788 APractarB 

6 -60031 wraONEAHW*CO(lfl(CD)PHedpr4 87. — SDraaneS 
r 200005 SBDDIJS TRUST Pfl TO Ms LJeari 4 8 5-D Sw aaaiy (3) 7 

8 145012 2AMAL0( (USA) (6J Rfbuo-584 DwOMl 

9 16600 BWYTW W5«l (1ft (CO) J Attrtnx 783 B Carter 2 

10 -80001 N0RS0NS(7flTO JAMdU&582 hriBUwyS 

U 000831 OOUHW1HnraCM)TOCHQ^n4Bl-nflieKhTOlh 
12 0X544 CAIHON RON (fl ^ (hftlOkTO 3 7 10 RMttJ 

-12dachrad- 

AfaWrun we^hc 7st 10* 7rua haidaw ae^sr Caraon Ron ftr Eb 
BETTMC;7-2ZaBB(e]c,4-LCounbyThricA I 5-lLartJat,6-lVar(nlcaF(ae- 
co, 13(2 NMHft 8-1 HttforUs, 12-lSnoW CmtaL 144. Saricaa Tim, 
1S-1 Kiaadd, 20-1 Cta»»rt Dane. KnyyanPaM^ 33-1 Canton ftou 

mOT 6RAFTY GREEN MEDIAN AUCTION MAID- 
1 EN STAKES (CLASS F) £3300 added 6f 

l 003030 aAntrorBAiuDftflMffeefortasago a Drifts 

502234 aSn£ ASHBTJ N»^T»Horirf350^aelEflawy2B 
58040 saXBl SHSET B M Haaiavgh 3 9 0 A Own 7 

ao TMBeswrpBiSOowSflO dodbmiuto 6 

ABLE IASS fl Amaterg 3 8 9 BPlfc»4 

033004 OQRAOQBEtfH(U)LQOiBKf 389 JtCftUeS 

000-00 DCZef ROSES (B2)J[Png389 ^TBUdUqbinB 

0&800 SHE'S HB3WC tU) JftUgr 389 PDoefTU 

-81 


14.30 


HIGH HALDEN LDWTED STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3^00 added 0f 

S22D41 COOKHEQUESTTOTOTO UCharnon4 98~AEddary(7)8 

00004 AKAUM(27)TOU>Caasri490 MHh sy(fl5 

054446 MICE fUER (6) (C] D Altiamw 4 00 SUMwerthB 

220210 GOOD0fE6lOEUBl(lflBf«arre39O LeesalnagK 

08050 ■H’OSBIG 1*4E (2Q (D) Gn- MrtQy 6 9 0 _.R FheocA (3) 1 
040400 JUST80BC!0)TOSKa8Biiel890^JattrBaMtt£7118 
224000 WW»-nm«TNICE»!eDJIAHt»y490LJBfta*iwTO7V 
66100 RO) ADA6RAL PZS) (CO) C lAnw 790— Jftal* HMarthll 
222522 SHNVM>U2)mmRHW’790-ltartiBDii9arTO9B 

301S3 SHASMTOTOTOP»*rt>ri59<> PBkxwa*** 

310664 SUPERlAO(DB) pB) J Bntt^r 5 9 0 PDm(7)12 

68600 Waa5BBMMfTOfotMUria90JtaBrii6nMs(933V 
08603 rra»eOf H«lJNCf7)fOTPI«es6811~sarawno3 

-30008 BOtDlMADfl RHamin38&— J*a»0Tte»5 

-Udedered- ■ 

BEXntB: *-1 Pride (M Hayfag. 9-L OMhhe Quest. 8-1 Stary bfa, 7-1 
Aforiev 8-1 Jari Bob, hapostag Ihaa, 10-1 tande Hyar t Bold TIM, 12-1 
CooTOre Sriareao, «ei*r fatak fafca, 18-1 IM Adaftal, 20-1 ottwa 

RAUL COOK APPRENTICE HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) £3,300 added 3YO 2m 93yds 
331500 soHAiariusA)tMMP«gbse9r — 

OWfifiWB WUCHTER (18) J Peerce 8 10 Tes®»3 B 
000424 pea£TH0WetlflMBe482 


aaa 


enttNfc 11-8 WodlFiafft Me. llri (faptata Biss, 3-1 Karist, 8-1 Tl- 
jgrat, 12-1 flfobal RbA, I s ! ffafiag Stab 


BEnws: M saw Swri, 1W AH* IMS, M. Cttfle Ashby J**, 1M 
Tiroets Why, 8-1 Dorado Bncft, 33-1 efhen 


MIC 7S lot hpwa 091 m 8 *. flarnWM tortes 7 a 3 BX Aeftwiffl. 

BETTMft 13-8 PerWherpa, 9-4 Sn Alert, 11-2 CbaknttttDHTOta', 81 
Bmeed CneMi. lB-lfteri Kreg. 1M NwU Ota. 20-1 Atfeea 


000435 FROST NH8 (lfl Ms. 8 Sams 81 MHtaUilV 

05000 BN’ERHLGIBITOUlkftarllO I Fnrie (7) 7 

0-5403 BAR«iooDci(iaTC(aflucrann(y»7io— jmeochs 

400 AEflEAN (27) X Lay 7 10 ^ — — Uertkt Deyar 2 
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HAMOJON 

2J& 3. GLOBE. RUNNER (A ONanei 4- 1; 
2. ■ Prtndpe 8-U 3. Ctrartto BfctJme 33- L 
9 ran. 100-30 far Wfinnebago (*rh). IV., hd. 
0 JO-Ven, Penrtrh). Tote: £5-50: fX30. 
£330, £330. DR £3330. CSF: Effl.4 B. Tn- 
casc £717.00. Tno; £6130. 

2j 4S: l. 1 WESTSW VSflURE tt.Ctanw» 
25-t-2-SacoodaAwBy 7-tS. Tryfag Thnea 
20-1; 4. monte UM. 16 ran. 5-1 Jt lavs One! 
Lad mu. Rrinharttt. Vu nk. (M Wane. Rich- 
mond). TWw; £30.70; £4.60, £170. £3.40, 
£230. DF: £156. W). CSF: £17630. Tncast 
£3317.66. Tna £771.90. 

SJS: i. CHASKA u Wfeauer) evens far; 2. 
Rayttiaai 33- 1; 3. hutallBh 3-1. 9 ran. V*. 
2. (M Johnston, MkktehamV. Totes £1.60; 
£1.10. £4.10, £23a OF: £17.80. CSF: 
£45.07. Tito; £36.90. 

3^4& 1. HO |£NC (N Kennedy) 20-1; z 
Vats Bn Frwtxly 4- 7 fav. 3. Enrearortb Gold 
11-2. 8 ran. 1‘A, MX [Miss l PBrraa. Ayrt. 
Tote: £2830; £4.10, £1.10. £1.40. DF: 
£2630. CSR 01.51. 

4.1SC L TOUJOURS RIVEM (G BanfweV) 
7 -2; 3. PotayS^ tec a. Ctosric Hyer 14-1. 
7 ran. I Vs V- U Pearce. Newmarket). Tote: 
£4.60; £230. £L40. DF: CT30-CSF: £ELS3. 

4v48: 3- INWTECfBSTD IP Roberts) 5-1: 
2. Load Advocate 10-1; 3. filftbOK 25-L 7 
ran- ewns fav Doufife FSgJrt (fth). 3i,. hi 
(R Guest NewmarteU. Tote: £6.40: £2.60, 
£130. DF1 £24.80. CSF: £43.37. 

Ptaoepat £380 TXT Quadpat: £2830. 
Pteoe 6: £237.07. Ptac* 6i £75.10. 

WINDSOR 

Z30: 2. AERI£0N PEIE (J Raid) 4-L' 2. 
Snwr P a rtridTO 5-2 fair. 3. Beoigna 11-4. 
12 ran. lVs 3V>. (M Stoute. Newmartet). 
Tow £430; £040, £U20. £160. DR £430. 
CSF: £13-26. Trtr £11-50, 

3-00: 2. DEAD MM (L Dettori) 15-5 few 
2. Woody’s 8e» 7-2; 3. Azores 7-1. G ran. 
V*, 1. ft Batfine, Nngsderei. Tote: £2.40; 
£140, £LSa DF. £3.00. CSF: £7.72, 
330: L SALMON UDDER (Pfl Eddery) 
10-11 fair; Z Green Card 3- L3>Cooon Adis 


13- 2. a ran. 1‘A. 2. (P Cole, Whatcombe). 
TMk £X80: £130, £1.80. DF: £24)0. CSF: 
£3,74. 

400: LCKUBtSFEID (ETanaONefl 11-2; 
2. Lashaoi 13-2; 3. MuRuffientf 6-L 10 
ten. 7-2 feu Feyrana (am). 1=/.. nk. (R Hart- 
rm East Eserteigfi). Tote: £730; £1.90. 
£2.40. £230. DF: EA5.70. CSF; £4137. Tri- 
casc £216. 7a Tno: £104. 4a Aftro a stew- 
arts - inquiry, ptaongs unatered. 

430: 1. RISQUE LADY (Pal Eddery) 3-L 

2. flejnl Shyness 53 fav: a Qumrite 14-1. 
15 ran. Shr-hd, 6. (P Harris. BerMiamstep)- 
Tbte: £4,40; £1.70. £L60, £430. DR£4^a 
CSF: £6.69. 7naE41£». 

5TXh a. OPENB4B RANGE (P Bradey) 

14- 1; 2. Brim A4ho> 25-1; 3. Whbz tOd 
25-L 32 ran. fav Cross The Border (6th). 
VI.. 1. (N Berry, Lambouml. Tote: £17,60: 
£330. £5.50. £3.90. DF; £29830. CSR 
£308.62. Tricasc £7,745.17. Trice £722^40. 
Jsckpofc Nor won. Pori of £27,774.89 car- 
ned forward to tort today. 

P ta capot: £722.80. Quadpot £62830. 
Ptece & £202.02. Ptecn 5: £151.46. 
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GOLF: Disappointment again for the prodigal as an underachiever secures his first major 


The taming of 


a young Master 


W bo would of thought a 
young American who 
came dose to winning 
two majors this year was not 
called Tiger Woods? In fact, he 
was named Justin Leonard and 
the Open champion was only 
thwarted in claiming a double 
with the US PGA Champion' 
ship at Winged Foot by a 
brilliant fmal-round 66 from 
Davis Love. 

Love's victory by five strokes 
meant be was the first 
thirtysomething to win a major 
this year, and the third first-time 
winner after Woods and 
Leonard. Woods, the youngest 
US Masters champion at 21, 
trailed in 17 strokes behind 
Love after a dosing 75 left him 
six over par. 

Post Augusta, where he won 
by a record 12 strokes, there was 
huge speculation about Woods 
doing the mythical Grand Siam. 
Woods did nothing to dampen 
down the furore. 

"You have to win four times 
in the right weeks," was the gist 
of his reasoning. By the start of 
the US PGA. he had changed 
his tune. “Realistically, it is 
next to impossible," he said. 

While Love never finished 
lower than 16th in the majors 
this year, and Leonard joined 
him in having three top-10 fin- 
ishes, Woods was 19th at the US 
Open, 24th at Royal Troon and 
29th last week, tin Sunday, he 
began the final round eight 
strokes off the lead and imme- 
diately bogeyed the first. He 
missed a birdie chance at the 
second and entered in dis- 
tracted-pu uer- twirling mode. 

By the time he double 
bogeyed the ninth, stubbing a 
chip and three points, the put- 
ter was getting clearance from 
air traffic control on its journey’ 
back to the bag. 

At Augusta, he was IS under 
par. In the three remaining 
majors, he was 12 over. For just 
10 holes of those three tourna- 
ments, he was 24 over. At the 
US PGA he had four doubles, 
including two during a third 


After winning at Augusta, Tiger Woods 
has not made the impact expected in the 
year's other majors. Andy Farrell reports 


round when he was ideally 
placed to charge. 

At Troon, Woods had two 


triples and a quadruple bogey. 
Without those, he would have 


blast away from the long grass. 
For his troubles, he left with a 
sore ankle. Of course, his ag- 


Without those, he would have 
finished second but the world 
No 1 has learned a bard lesson 
in course management While 
Augusta National, a unique 
style of layout, is ripe for being 
overpowered. Woods has found 
that more traditional major 
championship sites demand 
more. Congressional, scene of 
the US Open, Troon and 
Winged Foot each provide a 
severe test of every deport- 
ment of a player’s game. 


Tiger Woods' major 
per fo r ma nces tat 
1997 


The Masters, Augusta 
70, 66, 65, 69 
Won by 12 strokes 


The US Open, Congressional 
74, 67, 73, 72 
Finished 19th 


The Open, hroon 
72, 74, 64. 74 
Finished 24th 


The USPGA, Winged Foot 
70, 70, 71, 75 
Finished 29th 


In practice for the US PGA, 
Jack Lumpkin, Davis Love's 
coach and a former assis tant pro 
at Winged Foot, kept empha- 
sising the need to get the ball 
back in play quickly from the 
rough. Byron Nelson, one of the 
legends of the game, told 
Leonard exactly the same at a 
pre-tournament reception. 
Even John Daly got the mes- 
sage. “You have no choice when 
you go in the rough but to take 
vour medicine and chip out," he 
said after his opening 66. 

Too often Woods tried to 


so special A brilliant slicing six- 
iron out of the trees, which 
finished 12 feet from the hole; 
was reminiscent ofSeve Balles- 
teros. But, as with the Spaniard, 
you have to ask what he was 
doing there in the first place. “I 
hit too many bad shots,’' Woods 
said. “It'll be different next 
year." 

Tvo remarks made in the 
wake of bis Masters runaway 
come to mind. “Up to now Tiger 
has only won on resort cours- 
es," Colin Montgomerie said. 
*Tm not saying Augusta is a re- 
sort course but there is the same 
amount of room off the tee." 
Woods has seven professional 
victories but none of them have 
come cm tight courses 'which test 
every dub in the bag. 

And Ernie Els said: “It’s 
when you have disappointments 
in majors that you start think - 
ing that it is not too easy. It may 
happen to Tiger.” 

Woods has given golf the 
youthful image it needed and 
done much to raise the standard 
of everyone else’s game, but he 
is still two weeks away from 
completing his first year as a 
professional. 

Montgomerie added last 

week: “Experience is one thing , 
but you cannot beat talent. I no- 
ticed that at the Masters in a big 
hurry playing with Tiger on the 
Saturday afternoon. Everyone 
said he wasn’t experienced. Big 
deal, right? The guy has 
immense talent and you can't 
beat that.” 

In golf, however, there are 
two other opponents: yourself 
and the course. Conquering 
both of those, as well as 155 
other players, every week just 
does not happen. 
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ior while Ryder Cup team takes shape 

US captain 

Kite opts for 0 


experience 






Ignoring one of the strongest 
candidates for his two wdd 
card picks - namely hunself- 
the American Ryder Cup 
captain. Tom Kite, selected 
Fred Couples and Lee Janzen 
to join the 10 ptoyera who au- 
tomatically qualified from the 
points list for the match at 
VaJderrama in September, 
writes Andy FarrelL 
With six players from the 
team that lost the cup at Oak 
Hfil two years ago. Kite had the 
luxury of leaving out a player 
with three top- 10 finishes m 
the majors this year. It is un- 
thinkable that his counterpart, 
Seve Ballesteros, could do the 
same when his team is fi- 
nalised in two weeks’ time, 
mainly because no European 
can claim as many as two top- 
10 finis hes in majors this sea- 


Tiger Woods is frustrated on the testing Winged Foot course at the USPGA, where he 
finished a efisappointing 17 strokes behind the winner, Davis Love Photographs: AFP 


son. 

With four rookies on his 
team already in Tiger Woods, 
Justin Leonard, Jim Furyk and 
Scott Hoch, Kite went for ex- 
perience even if neither_ play- 
er has a winning record in the 
Ryder Cup. In four matches, 
Couples has won five games, 
lost seven and halved four, 
while Janzen lost both his out- 
ings when be played at The Bel- 
fry in 1993. 

Couples, who finished 17th 
on the standings, was seventh 
at both the US Masters and the 
Open, but has played only a 
limited schedule during the 
course of a year when has fa- 
rher has been ill with 
leukaemia, the relationship 
with his fiancee broke down 
and his new girlfriend discov- 
ered she had breast cancer. 

“Freddie, has had a lot of 
distractions, but when he is 
good, he is as good as we have 
ever had," Kite said. Kite was 
also concerned about the 1992 
Masters champion playing 
twice a day with his histoiy of 
back problems, but added: 


-Freddie told me numerous 
limes that he wanted to play- 

Couples, 37, said: “I « ted 
my ups and downs in the Kyoer 
Cup, but it is always a dramat- 
ic week and a lot of fnn. It s 
made a relatively long year 
come to an end." - 

janzen. the '93 US 

champion, narrowly missed be- 
ing selected two years ago mn 
came into contention bv fin- 
ishing fourth in the USPGA on 
Sunday, playing the final round 
with Kite. “I was wailing for 
someone to tell me not with 
words, but with shots, that 
they wanted to be on the 
team,” Kite said. 

“Where it came down to two 
guys, I went with Ryder Cup ex- 
perience,” he added. “It was a 
tough decision and I discussed 
it with all the players wbo were 
in with a chance. I'm sure I've 


in with a chance. I'm sine I ve “ 
woken up my wife yelling oat 
names in my sleep.” 

Tommv Tolies, who was 
knocked out of the automatic 
spots by Jeff Maggeri’s third 
place at Winged Foot, Paul 
Slankowski and Davis Duval all 
missed out due to lack of ex- 
perience, while Kite did not 
think veterans such as Tom 
Watson and Payne Stewart were 
plaving well enough. 

Half his team suggested Kile 
was playing well enough, but 
though he believes it would be 
possible to be a playing captain, 
be ruled himself when be knew 
he could not qualify on points. 
“He’s a great pick," Kite said 
of himself. “But he needed a 
good run to impress the captain . 
and 19th was not high enough 9 
on the list." 

Kite added: “We are behind 
the eight-ball because the Eu- 
ropeans know VaJderrama like 
the back of their hands, but I 
think I have an impressive list 
of names. We know' the com- 
petition is going to be light and 
the outcome close." 


Saunc 


Perseverance pays off as Love 
follows in his father's footsteps 






Moment of triumph: Davis Love III is delighted as he wins 
his first major championship on Sunday at Winged Foot 


Davis Love UTs father always 
told his son “to follow his 
dreams and enjoy the trip". 
Davis Jnr was a teaching pro- 
fessional whose best finish in the 
USPGA Championship was a 
tie for 55th in 1967. 

A third 66 of the week on 
Sunday gave Love a five-stroke 
victory over the Open champ- 
ion, Justin Leonard. “What a 
thrill for the son of a PGA mem- 
ber to win the PGA Champion- 
ship.” Love said. “This was the 
best IVe ever felt for four days 
with the pressure on." 

After starting the final round 
level with Leonard, the 33-year- 
old American quickly opened a 
gap which was never narrowed 
to fewer than three strokes. A 
birdie at the last gave Love his 
first major championship as a 
rainbow emerged overhead. 


Andy Farrell on the USPGA champion 
who is finally enjoying the trip' 


US PGA (VWt^al foot, Mwnaro n ack. W) lud- 
htt final mm (US taHaas rtatwQ: an D Uwe 


Love's father, bis only coach 
as he learned the game and em- 
barked on a career on tour, died 
on a small-plane crash in Flori- 
da in 1988. “Every day I play 
golf I think about my dad,* he 
said. “I know he will be ex- 
tremely proud that I not only 
won a major, but the PGA 

“After ray father passed away 
it was not a lor of fun for a 
couple of years. He had a lot of 
friends on tour and the con- 
versations always led to my 
dad. Golf became more of a job, 
something that was not as much 
fun for a while. 

“But if I was going to 
dedicate a victory to anyone, it 
would be my mum. She drove 


me to tournaments as a kid and 
took me to the country chib. She 
tried to fill my father's shoes in 
terms of spurring me on, and I 
didn't always want to know. But 
the way she coped after my 
father died was a great 
inspiration.” 

Love, whose brother Mark 
has caddied for him for eight 
years, was second at the 1995 
Masters and ’96 US Open. 

“I have always thought it 
was nice that people thought 1 
should be in a category of play- 
eis who should win a major,” he 
said. “It is even nicer to get out 
of it There are some great play- 
ers who should have won one 
ahead of me.” 
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Tiger Woods (ago HI) 

Ryder CUp debut 

Three-fan US Amateur crampon turned pro 
lass than a year ago and became world No 
2 in record time. Masters champion in April. 
-Bub oner US Tour vtctortes have pushed nis 
season's easmrogs to over SL8m. 

Justin Leonard (25) 

Ryder Cup debut 

OS Amateur Champion m 1992. and star ol 
. wa&er Cup team which un by record 19-5 
to 1993. Turned pro a year laser and lastmcrth 
Mud first rregor with closing 65 at Open. 

Ibm Lehman (38) 


2. lost U 

Atoms became college coach alter ea%sm«- 
0as in his pro earner left him neaiy penrt- 
feaa, but m runner-up to lose Marta 

Otozabal in 1994 Masters and to Stave Jones 

in the 1996 US Open baton: winning Open 
at Latham last year. 

Davis Love (33) 

2 caps 0993-95: P9 WS LA) 

Goes to Vauerrama haring ended U-yeer rad 
torfireJ rnajarfflme US PGA. Scoredunrmng 
pome m 1993 by be**® Cosmnttoo Rocca 
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Jin Furyk (27) 

Debut 
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PhH NHckslson (27) 

1 cap 71995; P3 W3) 

WATs Just left-hander. Won 1990 us Am. 
Qtog and heftre turtngprp had fra as Tdur 


to Tucson. Ten more Mice, toctuifaw 
tarothtt Season, bmsffll no majors. Not osa2 

teUs UrH)meS 1881 *’*’ ^ wor four- 


R Goman ISA) 72 70 74 76: 5 Moiety (Auu 
75 TO 69 7ft J HQOE 71 69 73 7ft 


Jeff Maggcui (33) . 

1 cap (1395: PA VO Lit 
Grabbed second cap with , closing course 
record -equaling 65 fortfnnl spot at US PGA. 
Orty US Toltmo was Tour years ago. Utor 
both lus (tomes on the first flay at 1995 cup, 
but tlwuogt hb other two mashes. 

Mark O'Meara (40) 

3 caps fl 985-39- 92; PB.W2H1L5) 

Won over S8m suice winning 1979 US Am- 
ateur. Started season wh two arins-<n tour 
9aroE,butgainehB3dlppedsinm.OniyEev- 
entop 10 finishes to maj)oradUnng earner and 
Ryder Cup defeat* tocAxJe aff three angles. 

Scott Hoch (41) 

Debut 

Lost 1989 Mastaa to NtoKFaloo after m a a- 
mg aw-foot putt or Brei piay-off ho£- Earned 
owraSlm last year and. hapeCtyitrowtt- 
wfafahln toBB^'CIlam p an g ^n^.aq^lco^to^o^ 
toMt a©an this Mason. 

Brad Faxon (36) 

1 cap (1B95: P3. Wl L2) 

One of game's goat putters, tax rass«J uni 
portan t one to lose to Pawd GUfanl an final 
0 bbo m 1995 ranges. Had shot Oo&erg 63 
in l£» PGA to snatch cup place. Had first win 
tor fiw yEare m New Orfeans to AitoL 

Loo Janzen (32) 

1 cap /X993: P2L2) 

Madecup debit as US Open champion, but . 
PK^ortytMceatThaBMby.toangboth . 
Thjwwnsto 1995. Out tid not mate cup 

ptoce in US PGA earned hniwddcatd. - , 

ftad Couples (37) 
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Pwmarwatt Mo i chosen bs wSd tad. fin- 

wttfll&ttw. lost on final green k CM«* 
OTJwror av on debut-Cmer tfctfuedtyba* 
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Free tickets for fans 
unhappy at Johnson run 


Rusedski ready to 
pull rank on Henman 


Tennis 


Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


Michael Johnson’s disap- 
pointing contribution to Sun- 
day’s night's Spar Challenge 
has prompted Ian Stewart, the 
British Athletic Federation’s 
promotions officer, to offer 
dissatisfied customers free tick- 
ets for the Gateshead meeting 
on 7 September. 

The double Olympic champ- 
ion, racing in Britain for the 


ion, racing in Britain ror tne 
first time in three years, fin- 
ished fifth in the 200 metres in 
20.S7sec - more than one and 
a half seconds slower than his 
own world record - and then 
left before his scheduled 400m 
relay. . 

Afterwards, the winner of 
the 200m, Doug Turner, cast 
doubt on Johnson's commit- 
ment to the race. “I don’t 
think he could be bothered, to 
tell you the truth,” Walker 
said. “At the end of the day he’s 
here to please Ibe crowd and 
he’s got nis cheque.” 

Johnson, who is believed to 
have received around $70,000 
(£44,000) for Sunday’s meeting, 
did look bothered after the 
race, slumping down on his own 
in the wann-up area- But he 
abandoned the second of his 


commitments on the night 
without either explanation or 
apology. Even for a star, not 
good PR. 

Having persuaded Johnson 
to return to Britain after the 
dispute last year, when he re- 
fused to run at Crystal Palace 
after being switched from the 
400m to the 200m, Stewart 
was in an awkward spot on Sun- 
day night. 

“It is a little bit disappoint- 
ing,” Stewart ventured. “If 
anyone writes to me to com- 
plain they will be given -free 
tickets to Gateshead.” 

Stewart said he had been giv- 
en to understand by Johnson's 
manager, Brad Hunt, that the 
world record holder was in 
reasonable form over 200m, 
even though he had not run the 
distance since two eariy-season 
efforts. 

“He's obviously not in tbe 
shape be thought," Stewart 
said. “I think he put so much 
into the Athens world champ- 
ionships that he is tired." 

But he ruled out any attempt 
being made to re-coup some of 
Johnson’s appearance mon- 
ey. “A deal’s a deal," he said. 
“I believe in that Ifs the first 
time Michael has run in Eng- 
land for a long while and he 
will be disappointed. Maybe he 


can come back in the indoor 
season.” 

The fuss over Johnson 
obscured the fact that, bat for 
a few isolated instances, tbe 
meeting lacked a competitive 
edge. 

Bringing Donovan Bailey, 
the Olympic 100m champion, 
over to wallop the Brits over 
100m had only limited appeal. 
Had Johnson run anything 
close to form, he would not 
have bad no a serious 
challenger, either. 

The field events provided 
the best athletic substance of 
the evening, with Steve Back- 
ley being narrowly defeated by 
the man who beat him to the 
world javelin title, Marius Cbr- 
bert, and the Britons Robert ! 
Weir and Sean Pickering giv- j 
ing the world champion, John i 
Godina, a throw for his mon- 
ey in the discus and shot, { 
respectively. 

But you would hardly have 
known it More needs to be 
done to prune the spectators 


geles last week and suggests she 
is finding her old consistency as 


Quick start will keep 

British confidence high 


who did part with up to £18 
apiece on Sunday. The faulty 


apiece on Sunday. The faulty 
scoreboard was nothing less 
than an insult to every paying 
customer. The Spar Challenge 
on Sunday was to work out 
what was going on in front of 
your eyes. 


Greg Rusedski who reached the 
semi-final of the Pilot Pen In- 
ternational in NewHaven, Con- 
necticut last week has risen to 
23 in the latest world rankings 
-just three places behind the 
British No 1, Tim Henman. 

Henman, a quarter-finalist in 
New Haven, has also climbed 
one spot to No 20 but his points 
total of 1,616 is only 65 better 
than Rusedski who has 1,551. 

It means that if Rusedski does 
well in Boston this week he 
could regain the British No 1 
spot which he lost to Henman 
on 29 April 1996. 

Despite the two Britons' 
progress neither is likely to be 
seeded at the US Open which 
starts next Monday as all the 
world's top 20 have entered. 

Monica Seles dinched a third 
successive Canadian Open title 
when she defeated Anke Huber 
6-2, 6-4 in the final in Toronto. 

Seles broke her German op- 
ponent’s serve twice to take the 
opening set Huber, though, 
recovered from 3-1 down in the 
second set to lead 4-3. Howev- 
er she then lost her serve twice 
more as Seles completed her 
victory on Sunday in 75 minutes. 

For the 23-year-old Seles it 

was a sectmd consecutive victory 
following her win in LoS Art- 


well as giving herself excellent 
preparation for the US Open. 
“This is mv favourite tourna- 


“This is my favourite tourna- 
ment, that’s for sure," the world 
No 3 said. “I’m very glad that I 
did decide to come back and de- 
fend my title and I will come 
back next year too to try to keep 
the streak going. I wish 1 had a 
grand slam tournament here." 

Huber, who has yet to beat 


Swimming 

JAMES RARRACK 
reports from Seville 


Seles in eight meetings, admit- 
ted that once again Seles bad 


tea mat once again Seles bad 
proved too strong. 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov won his 
second title of 1997 and rose to 
third in the ATP rankings by beat- 
ing the eighth seed, Pat Rafter, 
7-6, 6-4 in the International final 
in New Haven, Connecticut. 

The top seeded Russian won 
£100,000 while Rafter, who has 
lost all four of his ATP finals this 
year, settled for a consolation 
cheque of £50.000 and the 
knowledge that his ran lifted 
him to a career high of 14th in 
the world as well as becoming 
the highest-ranked Australian, 
passing Mark Philippoussis. 

■ Bjorn Borg won his second 
M entadent Over-35 Champions 
tournament by beating the 
third-seeded Andres Gomez 
6-3, 7-5 in the final in Mashpee. 
Massachusetts. Borg made only 
11 unforced errors compared to 
Gomez's 46. 


Success for the British swimming 
team at the European Champ- 
ionships here this week will de- 
pend upon their ability to make 
a strong start. The sw imming 
competition begins this mor ning 
and Britain's performance today 
will set the tone for the event, 
which ends on Sunday. 

Once the first swimmer wins 
a medal, everybody will want 
one, so a good start is crucial. 
The true character of a team 
overflowing with confidence, 
and capable of giving Britain its 
most successful championships 
ever, will be revealed when it 
is time stand on the blocks. Ei- 
ther medal fever will grip the 
team or that confidence will pass 
out of the squad as quickly as 
tbeir energy did when a bout of 
stomach upsets put die squad to 
bed for two days last week. 

Still recovering is one of 
Britain’s best hopes for medals 
in the 100 and 200 metres but- 
terfly, James Hickman, who is 
hooked up to a glucose drip to 

n„l knJ. I L . 


from the illness. 

Leading the women's team in 
the first event of the competition. 


toe 100m freestyle, will be Karen 
ftorering and Sue Rolph. While 
Britain's Olympic silver medal- 
list from Atlanta. Paul Palmer, 
will do the same for the men 
Among Britain’s best pros- 
pects for gold are Palmer in the 
400m freestyle on Friday and 
s tockpan’s Olympic bronze 
Graeme Smith, in the 
on Sunday - but it is the 
pororftti relay squads which are 
Ukely to be the production line 
tor medals this week, including 
B?‘d. It is a conscious effort bv 
Snelling, the national 
performance director, to build 
hjs JrP ad the relays 

there are six medals to be 
won in the relays and we seri- 

SSiTJll* medallists in 
ahof them, he said yesterday, 
jrhis is a team which has 
tramed in Florida and Aus- 
mha thB year and is condi- 
noned for good results." 

JSE-S-.ita British per- 

torm here, there b no doubt that 

moj attention will feu on Ire- 

gagaa sat 

titles from the last champba- 
ships m Vienna in *95, she £ trv- 
mg to win an unprecedented six 
individual golds this year 

to 


grew in volume in Atlanta. Tbe 
world of swimming could be 
torown into turmoil if she won 
all six events. S mith 's phenom- 
enal progress began in 1994 
and coincided with her part- 


mer Dutch athlete, , who was 
suspended for four years for a' 
positive drugs test in 1993. . .. 

A row between De Brain and 
LEN, the sport’s European gov- 
erning body, in Vienna twn years 
'yhen De Bruin useda take 
“entity to accompany Smith to 
“^phig control, hrs been re-" 
sowed after a hearing here and 
Ue Bruin has been acawfiedfor 
tnese championships. T - 1 
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P ri i !r^h finds the FA ' S technical 

again - ^n^lu^u 0 be coach ing 
&J I ,d r , with the progress he sees 
towards a new age of enlightenment 

Tony Blair famously articulated 
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tus chief priorities in govern- 
ment as education, education 
and education. In his dual role 
as the Football Association s 
technical director and coach to 
the England youth team 
Howard Wilkinson s principal 
aims can be similar! v sum- 
marised: development,” devel- 
opment and development. 

Wilkinson donned the 
.metaphorical tracksuit again 
yesterday - it was way too hot for 
tymbetic fibres-for the first time 
since leaving Leeds United a 
year ago. Supervising a five-day 


" • r 
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get-together for 40 of England s 

Vurl I l.J/ IQ _1 "T . . 

at the 


Na- 
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best Under-18 players <» u «. ra- 
tional Sports Centre, at Ulleshal! 
in Shropshire, his short-term 
target was to assess candidates 
for the opening Uefa Champion- 
•. ship game against Yugoslavia at 
. Rotherham. 

The fixture falls on the an- 
i Diversary of his sacking by 
•Leeds, 9 September, though 
Wilkinson has neither time nor 
. inclination to look back in anger 
or sadness. His long-term mis- 
sion, set out earlier this year in 
a report entitled football Edu- 
cation for J bung Players: A Oiar- 
ter for Quality, takes up loo much 
of his energy for that. 

Its main recommendation 
was the establishment of acad- 
emies, to be based chiefly with- 
: in the Premiership dubs, where 


gifted adolescents could be nur- 
lur i^ inti* future internationals. 

The centres would not nec- 
hc residential, nor. 
Wilkinson stressed were they in- 
tended l« destroy schools foot- 
ball. And they certainly would 
not he a production line for what 
he termed “fouihall monsters". 

Instead, he envisaged places 
where 12 In 14-year-olds could 

improve their skills under a 

regime « if “enlightened control". 
Paying just one mulch a week 
and a maximum of a season. 

Liverpool, where Steve 
Heighwav has overseen the de- 
velopment of Robbie Fowler. 
Slew MeManaman. Dominic 
Matteo and now Michael Owen, 
have embraced the concent en- 
thusiastically. With I he govern- 
ment deciding that football 
would not he included in the pm- 
posed British Academy of Sport, 
it appears the onus is squarely 
on others to do likewise. 

“My soundings suggest about 
20 cluhs arc making progress." 
Wilkinson said. “The surprising 
I lung is the number of (Na- 
tionwide) League teams doing 
it. They see the academies a is a 
chance to compete on a level 
playing Held, because it's all 
down to the quality of care.” 

Under his scheme, youth de- 
velopment would become a 
crucially important profession 
rather than a lowly post given 



Lindsay 
upset at 
Academy 
exclusion 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 


Back in the old routine: Howard Wilkinson puts England's Under-18 squad through their paces at Ufleshall yesterday Photograph: Robert Hallam 


to someone as an afterthought. 
Each academy director would 
have to eam more compre- 
hensive qualifications from the 
FA than a basic coaching cer- 
tificate; Lancaster Gate would, 
in turn, act as a “service indus- 
try" furnishing the latest re- 
search findings. 

“No longer can we get away 
with excuses about not having 
the time or the facilities," 
Wilkinson said. “Were going to 
provide those and, probably 
most importantly, continuity. In 
the past two years there's been 


a 50 percent turnover of youth 
coaches at Premiership dubs, 
which is a nonsense. You 
wouldn't be too pleased if that 
happened with the teachers in 
your kids’ school." 

As evidence of how stability 
breeds success, he dted Lhe un- 
sung role of Eric Harrison, 
who has run Manchester Unit- 
ed's youth policy since 1981. 

However, in the 1 headlong 
pursuit of success, with dubs 
needing to appease the Stock Ex- 
change as wed as supporters, isn't 
there a danger that dubs will pay 


Up service to Wilkinson’s vision 
and go on signing ready-made 
first-learners? “I spoke to Sir 
John Hall at Newcastle and he 
said of course they’ll still buy 
players. 

“Yet he also told me that in 10 
years' time he’d like to see 1 1 
Geordies running round St 
James’ Park in the Premier 
League. He said: Tve only got 
one stipulation - they have to be 
better than .the foreigners we 
could buy.’ There’s no reason we 
can’t do that in this country. The 
people with nous recognise that 


we can't afford not to do it. 
Young players are our lifeblood.” 

The proliferation of overseas 
stars would not last forever, 
Wilkinson insisted. “They’ll go 
somewhere else. No disrespect, 
but we don’t want to be left like 
cricket." 

lo avoid that fate, the domestic 
game had to absorb the lessons 
of the Netherlands. Norway and 
Germany, where soda! circum- 
stances were comparable in a way 
that Brazil or South Africa, with 
their culture of street football 
were not. In those three oounbies 


the authorities bad recognised 
that for children, development 
was more important than winnirg 
matches. 

For all that, victory over Yu- 
goslavia would be.no less wel- 
come for Wilkinson, after so 
long out of the frontline. His ex- 
haustive schedule meant there 
had been no time for withdrawal 
symptoms, but be had enjoyed 
working with players again. 
“It’s a nice refreshing change,” 
be said, no longer the haunted 
figure of a year ago, “like hav- 
ing a round of golf.” 


* 


Saunders’ warning 

dare to go anywhere near the 
pilch. They just wade in and 


Dean Saunders has warned his 
: Welsh team-males about the re- 


ception they will receive when 


m 
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they enter Istanbul’s Ali Sami 
. Yen Stadium for their World 
Cup Group Seven match 
against Turkey tomorrow. 

* ‘ “‘It's an astonishing place.” 

said .the Nottingham Forest 
striker, who scored 21 goals in 
28 games for Galatasaray in the 
1995-96 season. ‘The place is just 
deafening. It frightens the life out 
of opponents and it was pretty 
awesome for the home side too. 

“You get the lot. Guns, flares, 
fireworks, amazing chanting and 
singfng. and it goes on and on. 

“Frankly, it’s unsafe. People 
Ar are just packed in there, and the 
police just whack them if they 


they get away with it. 


le police are fans too. 
The one thing you don’t do is 
cross them. That's mad." 

Northern Ireland have yet to 
decide who their captain will be 
when they. play . Germany a 
Group Nine qualifier in Belfast 
tomorrow. Steve Morrow, who 
led the side briefly before Bryan 
Hamilton turned to lain Dowic 
and Tommy WrighL and Jim 
Magfllon are the two candidates. 
Duwie is suspended while 
Wright is injured for the game 
which Northern Ireland must 
win to retain theirslim hopes of 
qualification. 

“I've not made up my mind 


yet because an obvious captain 
hasn't jumped out at me," the 
manager said “Thai's not a crit- 
icism. because a major plus for 
us is the fact is that we have so 
many natural leaders.” 

The former Watford striker 
David Connolly, who is now 
with Feyenoord. is guaranteed 
his place in Republic of Ireland 
side against Lithuania at Lans- 
downe Road tomorrow. Con- 
nolly, who scored a hat-trick 
against Liechtenstein in May. 
will probably be partnered by 
Niall Quinn after Keith O’NeiiJ 
was ruled out. 

With four games to go in 
Group Eight, the Republic, 
Lithuania and Macedonia are 
level on points behind Romania. 


United seek 
Cantona deal 


Fish set to join Bolton 


Eric Cantona and Manchester 
United are in talks over a final 
pay-off demand, reported to be 
as high as £750,00U, to reward 
him for money made on repli- 
ca shirts bearing his name. 

United's chief executive,. 
Martin Edwards, said: “There 
are discussions going on be- 
tween us and Eric’s lawyer. 
Jean-Jacques Bertrand. Eric 
has not issued a wriL 

“When he left us he was 
concerned about us continuing 
lo market his name. We agreed 
we would not market Eric Can- 
tona products from 31 July.” 

Cantona, who retired at the 
end of last season, is believed 
to be seeking a six-figure sum. 


ALAN NIXON 


Bolton arc to sign the South 
African centre-half Mark Fish 
in a £2m deal from the Italian 
side, Lazio. Colin Ibdd, the 
Bolton manager, hopes to have 
the defender - who turned 
down a trial ai Manchester 
United last year - in his team 
for the opening game at the 
Reebok Stadium on 1 Septem- 
ber. when they face Everton. 

Bolton have also finally se- 
cured the signature of Peter 
Beardsley, whose £300,000 
transfer from Newcastle was 
agreed yesterday. He looks set 
lo make his debut at Coventry 
on Saturday. 


Leeds United are to take in- 
ternal disciplinary action against 
Tomas Brolin following the 
Swedish international's out- 
burst against manager George 
Graham yesterday, in which he 
accused Graham of trying to 
kick him out of Leeds. • 

Brolin is now certain to find 
himself frozen out permanent- 
ly, with Graham likely tO step 
up his bid to try and sell him and 
recoup some money before the 
Bosnian ruling lakes effect 
Barnsley are lo hold talks 
with West Ham's unsettled 
striker lain Dowie today in a bid 
to persuade the Northern Ire- 
land international to move to 
Qakwell. 

Celtic appear to have failed 


in their attempt to bring Paul 
Lambert back to Scotland. The 
Paridiead side, desperate for re- 
inforcements after a disastrous 
stan to their Scottish League 
Premier Division campaign, 
were believed to have agreed a 
£2m fee for the Borussia Dort- 
mund midfielder. 

However, Celtic’s general 
manager, Jock Brown, is now 
thought to have decided against 
a deaL while the player's agent, 
Jim Melrose, was unimpressed 
by the offer. 

Notts County, currently lead- 
ing the Third Division, have 
been issued with a transfer em- 
bargo from the Football League 
after failing to pay players' 
signing-on fees. 


The game’s ruling body is 
appealing to Lhe government to 

reconsider its exclusion from the 
projected academy of sport. 

The Rugby League’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Maurice Lindsay, has 
written to Chris Smith, the 
Seoetaiy of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport, who 
announced over the weekend 
that football, cricket and rugby 
would not be catered for at the 
new centre for the pursuit of 
excellence. 

“I’m just astonished," said 
Lindsay yesterday. “I find it 
bizarre that what are regarded 
as commercial sports should be 
considered capable of looking 
after themselves. 

“Perhaps that case can be 
made for football, with its ability 
to attract massive finance, but 
it doesn't apply to us. 

“We were consulted by the 
previous government about 
what we would like to see in the 
academy, so it never occurred 
to us that we would be omitted. 

“I have written to Chris 
Smith today and asked him lo 
look again at our situation. We 
have been frustrated for 102 
years by a lack of funding and 
I really think that he has got it 
wrong.” 

In a second disappointment 
for the code, it now seems that 
a compromise between Super 
League and the Australian 
Rugby League is as for away as 
ever. 

Super League broke off 
peace talks in Australia yester- 
day, claiming that the ARL 
had demanded a degree of 
financial and administrative 
control over a merged compe- 
tition that is unacceptable. 

St Helens’ Great Britain cen- 
tre, Alan Hunte, has intensified 
their problems by saying that he 
wants to leave the club. 

Hunte has had one transfer 
request turned down but is 
adamant that be wants to leave 
while his agent claims that there 
is already interest from other 
dubs- which would not be sur- 
prising if a player of his dass was 
to become available. 

Saints’ chief executive. David 
Howes, said, however, that the 
club hoped to resolve Hume's 
dissatisfaction and keep him at 
Kn owsley Road. 

The Leeds captain, Gary 
Mercer, has decided to appeal 


on Thursday against a five- 


match ban for a high tackle. 
Mercer, who was summoned on 
video evidence, has already 
served one game of his sus- 
pension. 




SPORTING DIGEST 








Athletics 

SPAR BRITISH CHALLENGE MEN: lOOtiR 1 
D Biitey MS* 10.13v*r. 2 V Henderson 
10.22: 3 D Chamttre iVL> 1031: 4 i Mac** 
(G8> 1034: SM Pexcmsn ftb 10-12 : 6 D l Wejs* 
(Guest) 10.56; 7 J Ui/ngswn iCB) 10 57; Sp 
Soto (Guest) 10.67. 1I0« hurtles: 1 C Jack- 
son tG8j 13.21: 2 R Toran Se- 

lect i 13.56; 3 S Btwn (LstesU 1373. 4K 
VondBr^AP fGiesO 13 74; SCPe^s i 137a 

6 0 Greases (Youn$ bons 2COO) 1 3.97 . T R 
BsAe (YU 14 21. 400m Hunfles 1 ,J I Wtod. 
« (tSl dS£6sec: 2 R Rotmson US' 49^0: 3 
CRawtnson (GS) 5C.04: « G 
5040; 5 C Robertson- Adams (YU 5o.43. 8 M 
Dugas (YU 50.77: 7 P uray tuiestf *L.0.«. 
sSjoti rags P3B) 57.03. S-MOre ii 




fT 



4-T Wis; 

: 8UC*. '(£1 

3X12.73; 2 International SetectfO Com. j 
W heekx K Hamden. B woafcrairf) r 

Guests (S insakr*. H MaiganjeteW. J Wtoody. G 

HasWom 3:04.34. _ _ 

WOMBfc lOOtK 1 S F-tnes US) 

M vtSl H-47: 3 S Jacobs (GB) U.56. 

1L65. 8T Nelson OU LL80. 400« 1 C 

“to* G Sad T UcCrt»1 L2bife 2 

bWeSm? M Pmomsfil 

193 ots 2 Great Bmarn itS. 3 6B \ocre u- 
ons 2000 SO - 


Bowls 

ENGLISH MEN'S NATIONAL CHAMPION- 
SHIPS (WoftMnB) Champion of champions 
final: A Jackson iBrwdwav. Worcestersiwer W 
R Dykes iRohw Marine. Sunderland) 21-70. 
NATIONAL cure RRIRS SemMhartv Des- 
borough Town. Newtons M GreetoN. Dorset 
39-3S: liberty o' H**»wg. Esse* bl Hdiing- 

bu>y tern. Suss* -J&-29. Hnafc Deatwouffi 
Town bt loerty <4 Harerwg 32-31 
MEHTS FOURS Brst roundt RomTord (S P<CA- 
Iprtfi bt Desooroug) Town. Norttonls U 
HanM 18-16: flOton »R « Bynwutti 

North Own l6 UuKncei 
bra (T BowertMDK) M l»rff<boto^(K Spr- 
hL) 24-19: SwrfXton WesOecoi iS WarrenlQi 
Shepherds BushOC IS ^ 

Read Wort*sie*sf»ea.<on0sjbt«d«>ff uwe. 

Note (I Farmer) 23-22: Bottom, Canv 
badastoe (P LngtomJ W Stony 


Equestrian ism 

SCOTTISH OPEN HOUSE TRIALS CHAMPiON- 

SWPS rnertostsne ChOb, Lauder): 1 Word 

Periea U iC Bante) 38 pts: 2 Cosmopottan It 
IW Fes Pm) 39: 3 Krg Soumon ItUM Kmg) aa 


I 


' toronto 10 ,nnwgs): New 

& Caorado 6 New Montreal 6: 


■fiV -*• : 

ffjes 0; Sj lours 3 Atlanta 1- 


(D Brown, bl PortaWr CS (C OT- 
IS: Garston. Herts IJ Su\ wnw)s)m 
^wanscombe. Kent (fi Howefl) 23 12. Oan. 

1 iwS? S SST^wS 

li Isss 

sarggSaftsSS 

sssSmSSSm 

asssfflSSsHs* 

IP. Sdmmemj 211d; 

m&mm 

M^^rtrS^ALmle) 24-22: OwJ- 
Cart^; “eg* < owWKh Spa « 

Hums (R Crterrtan' bt 


Football 

Shaan Teate is aiming to resurrect tvs 
carper wth the Hong Kong side Sing Tao 
having after he joined them on a three- 
moroh loan deal from Tramtere. The 33- 
year-old centre- back, a £450.000 
signing from Aston Villa two years ago. 
has fallen out of favour with Tran mere 
manager John Aldridge. 

Brvan Robson, the MiddJesbmugh man- 
ager. goes into hospital today tor an an- 
kle operation. The former Manchester 
United and Engand player has suffered 
wear and tear over the years and a sur- 
geon has advised an operation at this 
stage. 

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER: Kansas City Vtonfc 
3 New York-New Jetty MetroSBK 3 (Kansas 
dry Mn snoot-out 2-0); San Jose Cbsti 3 Los 
Angeles Galaxy 2. 

SIMMY'S LATE RESULTS: World Cup African 
Zona Grow One ICerakry): 1 Ntesre 


11 J Leonard IUS> 6.90; 12 F (US) 667: 

13 N Fakto (Eng) 657; 14 S Hcefi (US) 6.51: 
15 S BWr^on ifcjsj 6.4ft lfi B Faon AJS. 630: 
17 JPanwrk iSw) 6.18: lSVSnjJi .TijJ 5.66; 
lfl B Uo^r iGert 5.60: 20 1 Woosnam (Wall 
53 a 

AMQtKAN EXPRESS TOUR ORDER OF MEH- 
IT (after WairtTrtu Women** IHU«a Open) (68 
or lil unless statedr. 1 Ml Oe U*en a <Fis) 
£68.116: 2 A NcNtas £60.235; 3 H Alftmb- 
son (Sue) £57,462; 4 C Snmnstam (Swe) 
£49 j 876; 5 A Somnstam iSwei £42806: 6 J 
Money £42857: 7kMantol £41027;8KU*wi 
(Ausi £40817; 9 P Mewuer-leoouc iFrai 
MOITS; 10 T Jrtnson £38.492: 11 L Hack 
nev IS 4567. 12 L DnaB £34267. SoMm 
Cup stanOktff: 1 De Lorens 57.50pts 2 Me- 
untor lebouc 34.50: 3 Nctotss 33: 4 Aifieos 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


son 31.5ft 5 Johnson 31; 6 Morfey 27.50: 7 
C &orenasn\ 26; 8 L FaWsx«) 2SKX 


_ . _ ;9Daw& 

21.5ft 10 M Suaon 2ft 14 Kachncv IS; 12 M 
Hjorth ISwl 18.77. 


run«a 4 Namtsa a Gftx* Form i „ 

Five (Accra) Ghana OSwne 


Tc«3 


1 Angola 1-SreupFrw I 
l«one2. 

POSTPWCDMA5EHE3C MtoreMbla^wc 
Sot 30 Amp Wrerhom » MrtoaiL Baira Sent- 
bsh imgms Hon 1 SepC hdmamoc* r Moth- 
erael ipisy*ig Sim 31 

BEPireuC OF tR£L4HD IJKDCH%21 TEAM (Eu- 

rapewi Uwler-21 Champtenshtp v Ubaanta. 
Dohmourt Park. DuMn. toH0&. Alarpby 
iWrntriedDn); Maher iTouentomJ. WomtH 


Rugby League 

AUSTRAUAN SUPER LEAQUe Brisbane Bron- 
cos 34 Homer Marmora IB. 

SUNOATS LATC RESULTS: Stones Soper 
Undue: CaattafonJ 06) 3S. St Helens (161 
IB. Casaetort Tries CmcJVey 2. Gay. Uddett. 
C Smtn: Grads: Dome 6. On. Dree ton St 
NeJeear Titos Hash 2. Newtcwe; Goals long 
2. (5.9091. Leeds i8| 36, loedoa Broncos 
1 6 ) 8. Uedc Tiles Hay 2. Storing 2. Black- 
more. Hams, floats: Hams 4, Hwuyd 2. Lorv- 
dOK Try. RoskaL Coals Bawk* 2. (9.166). 


Motor racing 

(NDY CAR RACE (EJkhart Lake, WbeORShr): 
1 A Zanard mJ Rmnanf 4tonrta. 50 laps com- 
ptoted. 102506 mpn 1164 tanr. 2 M GUgetmn 
(Bra) RntortJ Jitorcedes. 5ft 3 G Oe fioran (Bra) 
RcYfari- Honda, 50; 4 C Rtnjsaoi iBra* Swrt- 
Forfl. 50i5r6)SPruaaHJS)Reynankfixd.50: 


(Buckbun). Qmnn rOvscK Parcel. Ryan (Hud- 
men (Notts County), Boland 


dersPeM). Fltmen — 

(Covernyl. Bsita«y lErertoni. Wtrane (west 
B iu r ia wc n i. Farm rTom»V)ami, Map iCanole). 
S ubsrito tac Pwapsay (Boftemonsj: McOoo- 
nea (UCD), Morgan t& Panck’s AiHefflO. to- 
man (Petorooroupil. R Kady iktoncbesjerCryl. 


lfi M Bkrndal (GB) Reynard-Mereoies. 47. eft- 
la (SCO) ReyrsorHifejcedes. 


nna:2SDFranchla I 
15. oasft. 


Golf 

LATEST WORLD RAWONGS: 1 T MAotfe (US) 
10. 7apts: 2 C Nonnan (AuS) 1022: 3 E as ftfea) 
9.06; 4 N Price 1 5m) 9.64; 5 C Mcntg n iena 
(Scoj 9.39-, 6 T Lehman (USl 856; 7 P Lkcfc- 
etstr, (USA) 851: 8 M Oata i Japan) 7.98: 9 0 
une ID (USAi 7.61: 10 M O’Meara (USA) 733: 


Squash 

VWRU> GAMES AaML Fta* Men's final: A 
Stoada tE&) bt D Ryan |M £MM 9-4. Bronze 
madM deader G Ryore M Cams (Eng) 

3- 1 5-3. Woman’s «aafc RtoGeMd Ulus) 
to S Sctoana (Cari 9-2 S4 9- 7. Bm» nsdal 
dadden L Joyce (NZ) br S Wi^ht (Eng) 9-4 10- 
9 9-2. 


s F 1 X TURES 




FbotbaH 

CBUMJPSEVOI 

rKKSSS&i 

; GROUP EIGHT - — 

bmaIc af In 


I ' 
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Rangert) * 45 , _ 

>& Johnsaono v 

Leek v 5 , r 

- SS5': ^^(7^-— _ 
•’.USS’bm * y££**** 


--jsarBBffirsa--. 

Ecn>t,am J^ IEA0X premier OMsrtw 

j^ rgs-ggs aagisa 

,7.45*: TydH » Sa tototy; 


l Pi ■m rrll £ ffjmPlEl ttt wj itftt Oft 0 * 1 - 

A5i. 

-Hit lAr- BtolPW 


. 7.45t W^X^Urvilto v Bashlsy. 

« rt 5f“pS^t>o»nere St M|mr* » 

rawweft w Norton Bw- 

to v UMMlNkOAuw 
ragn: WTP e, ?5LI^PWaanW»a» ^ 1 * 0 : 
.. haMOiW** ^ am ^_ .. rtiaMXawE StratfcnJ 


.aEfesgsS 5 

Cnur '&* ,v - ccsS 1 ^ 



NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Orst DM- 
sIok Atbanon LR « Otaddenm Buraeoutfi * 
Stockpod Bmieis Oorwen » Mosstar (7.45): 

Htofe«Ja(v6btoo(i:Ro5sanaaie»Som:vaA- 
M GM v NsAncii: (Mention 11 NewcastfcTcwi. 
ARNOTTMSWMNCENOiroraN LEAflUEFM 

ptulrtTni 

tom Town. 

UnSPORT UnNedOo»adto»l»B»Be Pnufar 
D his toK Desborougi * Stomfant BariSpcxts 
vNanhanvton Spencer: HofaNcn v BMiaslcnK 
acttyyt teto Mon . Mntees Etoaapne vBosayi 
Town;Poaan»Weangbotoutfi;StNeot5*Y#i- 
ley: Swans S Uoy® Corin' » SWJokfc Wool- 
mi y Buriansham team. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY I0GUE Flrat DM- 
stoo: Peacehmen 8 TBboemfte » EaSboume 
Town: Rlnemef v Unffiev Sports: Se*5»y * U- 
OetigrcMn: Storehamy W toctienK 17-45); WcV 
v ftortfieM: HsXstom t Burgess HI. 
WWSIONLEAPKENrLEAaU&FbeestOnelft- 
wQv5Hto4eYRms(7A%Cae«iat*lJinN- 
ttoort Rams®* » Chamam; Stode Green y Oeet 
Tuntadge M«5* Hytfn: WMaaWe y StoRrey 
(7.4S). 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Bang*- Oty v WesripooL 
PONIMS 1EA0UE IM DMStoa WMes v PM 

Vais 1 7 . 01 . 

AVON INSURMKECOiailUnON not Oiri- 
^orc Aiamal v Portjnoutf) iZOV Oysai - 
v watfard<2.QI (atPhuffilom): iMnai 
Ham (3.0). 


BYWeat 


Other sports 

80WL& EMSA ftabonal ChBrrgaorsrips ty/fr, 
thng). 

TBWS: UA Satobe toumemara IHnend. 


Tennis 

RCA CHAMPtOHStBPS (todlanapoBa) Finefc 
J Bpriman (Swei bt C Mdw (Spi 6-3 7-6. 
ATP INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT (Con- 
necdcutt Float Y Katehtor (Rus) to P Rafter 
lAus) 7-B 6-4. 

DU MAUSER OPS* WOMBTS TOURNAAB4T 
(Toronto, Caa) Ptate M Seles \US) tx A Hu- 
ber (Geri 6-2 6-4. 

kEHTADStT CHAAHtMS 0VB?^35TOLJRHV 
HT ddartsne; Mmactwatofi: Fhat B Bog 

M MAGoms (Ecu) 6-3 7-5 
UA SUMMER SATBUTEMASIERS (HavanQ: 
flat usual D ItUb tGB) bt A Foster K 3 , B-3 
4-2 reared-. A Pam* tfvn blM Menztor (Gar) 
6-1 6-1; 0 Freelow (GB) br V Vef**a» 0 wian 
0*8 2-6 7 5 5-d; D RBtXrts (SA) Bt P Mag^ 
(GB) 8-1 5-7 8-1; S Nate*®- On® Bi M Woe 
Oka) 60 6-3.-A MB (US) bt A Timr(NZ) 

6- 3 7« S Swterti (Aus) bt J Oaudson 038} 7-6 

7- 6: J Shotoi iNZ) bt R Lo* (USA) 7-6 7-6. 
ATP TOUR RANKMG9: & P Sampras (US) 
S^SOpis: 2 M Chang (US) 3.EK7; 3 Y Kdef- 
nk» iRus) 2.693; 4 S kortse* (Cma) 2,614; 
B T Musi* UWJ 2^46: 6 A Cooreqa (SW 2 ^ 86 ; 
7S Bn«» (So) 2342: 8 C ktya (Sf4 2^73; 
fl SKuaton (Bra) 2^28: 10 Mfta {0(02472: 
117 EniMSl (Swe) 2 £MS: 12 F Mentife |So4 
1.968; 13 B Backer (Geri 1,918; 14 P fefler 
(Aus) 4831; is M P*m*xsslB (Aus) 1.759: 
18 P Aorta ICz HKH 1.757; 17 A Costa fSp> 
L74S IB J ftorWari (5m) 1*742;-1B R Kra- 
)cek (Neoi) 1.7CG; 20 7 Hfiftn* K3BU.61B: 
ST A Metkfldev (UW1 L5S6; 22 T Mbrxtn^ 
(Ana 4575; 23 G fioeOsH (GB) 14£L ots»- 
erBrftfBtEl8SMK£h^279;lflOARkhant- 
aon 236; 183 CWAnson 229:248 DSapsforti 
1 73; 274 M t£e 142; 302 J Defeado 121 ; 319 
id Madagan 109: 384 N tfte) 80. 

Axel Meyer-W&lden. the Munich lawyer 
who was Boris Becker's manager, 
has died yesterday In Munich. He was 
56. 


Brftamtlc Assurance 
County Champioftsli^) 

final day of (our 

Nottinghamshire v So m er se t 


TRENT BMPBE NMMng—B fce (Upts) 


drew wftti Somerset I 
Somerser won toss 
SOMERSET- Rrw Inntogs 337 (PC L Hol- 
tow3> 77, R J Turner 55; A R Oram 4-53). 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE— HrsthaiJiiCi 858 lA 

A Metcalfe 791. 

SOMERSET - Second Inntngs 
lOverngfic 248 (or 4) 

METrescotiKAc Noon b Franks 51 

M Bums c Noon b Today 33 

tR J Timer not out 46 

G D Rose not out _....33 

Extras (bl. 106. w2) 9 

Total (for 6, 90 ewers) 338 

Fal (eeat): 5-248. &27a 

Dtd riot bat KJ Stoic. Mushtaq Ahmed. A R 

Coddck. 

BowBra: Oram 15-4^6- 1; Evens 15-3-TOO; 
Wlwa-a-TM; Franks 12-1 57-1: AfeaN 18- 
2-62-1; AsDe 8-0-17-0. 

NOTTINOIAAtSHlRE- Second I 


SUSSEX - Second (rmtogs 

M T E Peace c Dorrson t> Ban ....: 54 

R H Rao c Ba« 6 Lews £> 

NR Taylor c Windows bBal £2 

M Newell c Hancock b Dave _5 

K Newell c WMows b Oavs A 

•IP Moores iw out 17 

PW Jaws cAleyneb Baa 4 

A A Khan c Hancock 0 Daws 0 

J J Bates tow b BaB .6 

A 0 towards c Aleyne b Bail _0 

M A Robin son b Daws O 

Extras (bZ 103, nb«l 9 

Total (77 ovsta)- — _ — 181 


HAAVSH1RE - Fbat inning 281 (R A Smith 
110. ML Hayden 88 ; PM Hi 


I Hutchison 7-50). 

HAMPSfRRE - Second bufc«s 

173 for 31 

G W WhrtB Hrvr b HirrrtUxi _„145 

M Keech c Morns b Wtats 


AUSTRALIA - Second Inninga 
J L Inngpr c Marsh b Thornabn 22 


M J Slater b Flemra .‘>17 

G S Semen c Mann I 


25 


■J P Stephenson b Hamifton 


tA N Aymes (bw b Hutchrson 
SDuilstE 


1 Btakay b Lehmann 37 

L Saw&m c Stemp b Hamoon 5 

S J Ransnaw net out - IB 

CPBtEtnMOUT 


— _. b Ttomp«x\ 18 

M E Wat^i c Smith b Strang 35 

R T Porclng not out 36 

M G Bwan not out 47 

Extras reo. nt>4) _...._,6 

Total (for 4, 515 overs) -—331 


F* 1-2. 2-lOa 3-128, 4-130. 5-13S, 6-142. 

7-147, 8- 156. 9-160- 

BbreAng: Smth 5-1-li-ft Lews 8-2-34-1: 

Dav»4 » 13-36-4: BM 30-7-66-5; Afcyne 5- 

3-1D-0. 

Umpi r es: B Ug obeatar and K E toimer. 


M P Douman b Rose — 124 

R 7 Rooms*! c Ecclestone b Store 30 

N 1 AsOe «*v b Mtorixcaq .60 

•P Johnson b Musfrtaq _.~20 

C M To*ey c Rose a Mushaq 4 

A A M 3 H 3 *e C Caddies b Rose 2 

U Atari run out 11 

tW M Noon not out — 31 


Woreestershto v Gl am or g an 
WORCESTER: Wofceatarshbe (24pts) bent 
Gtoraorgan (0) by 54 mnm. 

Woraxterstm won too. 
WDRCeSTERSHRE-FM tanta8s47B (TS 
Curbs 160. G A Hck 6S). 

OAMORGAN - First hmh«i 39B (M P May- 
nard lsino. S P Jamas ©3). 
YMOnCBTBNMRE- Saoond padogs 
(O-erraghc 283 (or 7) 

W P C Weston c Shaw b Craft - -.114 

S B Lampor not out 18 

M M ftoa tun cut _.j0 


Extras IM. lb 12. MS. nbl4) 38 

Total (for 9 dee, 143 oven) - .-..471 

f^lgwrt^4-202. 5-375. 6400. 7-404. 

BowBae HarnMon 27-5-89-5; Hutchaon 
^0-6-95-2: White 21-S-B5-1: stamp 
30-10-814); Moms 13-4-24-0; va 
160-92-0: Lehman 5-1-6- 1; P»ter i- 
Umpires: J D Bond and B Dufleston. 

County CfaanpiOBsMp taJble 


FaR: 1-67. 2-91. 3.96. 4-14L 
Did not Int: 'S RWSUgh, S Young, SUe. TO 
S Beny. M S Kasprewcz. 

B otori g fofosrten 50-260. Latoam 51-190: 
PW ^ S &-23O0; Thompson 12 3-5B-Z Rem- 
n|U-2-22-l: Suane 100-42-1; House 

UmQirwK JW Holder and M J Hama. 

Tow matdi 


Clones (13) . 
Kent (4). 


X. 


itlO) 12 

Worcs (7) 32 


P J Franks run out SI 

K P Evans Brw b CacUck O 

A R Oram rvttout —O 

Edres (bid. lb 13. *2. nM) 33 

Total (for 9, 76 overt 306 


A Shenyar c Craft b Waqar 9 

Baras <»13. *&, nblO) 31 

Total (2043 owns) 796 

FUf (con ft: 5277. 9-275 


Fal: 1-87. 2-220. Ssr 4-262, 5284. 
6272. 7-303, 5304, 9 305. 


Bo«6nC Cadrfcfc 20-557-L ftose 16067-2: 
Mushwj 29-3-88-3: Bums 2-0-70; Store 


Vaosr Youras 20.56-50-3: watton 
24-7-49-2; Thomas U-l-38-0; Butcher 
31-440. Craft 42-1398-4: Pbwefl 1030. 
GLAMORSAN - Second totes 

S P James cCtotE b Lealhenm — -130 

H Moms run out _.37 


1 Ol 13 

r (9) — 12 

HR —12 

B*MK(5» 12 

Lancs (15) 33 

Wanrtcto (6) _..12 

laics )1) 13 

Somerset (11) ..12 

Notts (17) 12 

Wmts (14) 13 

Ncr tta nts (lfi) -12 
Datam (IB) — 12 
Buses* (12). — 13 
Derbyshire (2) -12 
■ 1396 posfltons in 


L D 
3 4 


4 3 
2 9 


110 
2 8 
2 7 

4 7 

« 6 

5 5 
7 5 

6 5 


Bat Bwt Tot 
29 44181 
28 413.71 
33 37165 
33 36159 

32 39183 
22 38149 

28 40148 

29 42147 

27 38141 

20 35137 

28 42133 
28 44138 

13 43125 

33 30118 

21 33104 

14 37 98 
21 44 96 
20 44 SS 


First Class Counties XI v 

Pakistan A 

Final day Ot three 

O«UIS F0R0-._nratCtaas Cowfoes MbeM 
Pakistan A by five widurts. 

PaUstan A two toss 

PAKISTAN A - First Mn#i 227 iP M Such 
5-74). 


HRST CLASS COUNTES » - First tontaAt 
- WaJcti 


bracket 5 . 


Mushraq ; 

9-0-59-1. 

Umpires J H HempOwe snd J H Hams. 


A Gate c Lampdi b Moody ... 


-13 


Sussex v caoueestofskfre 

HOVE: GtoocestersUre (23ptrt beat Sns- 
sax (7) by 186 nme. 

Gtoucesretsrtre won toss 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE -Rnt Wrings 320 (R 
l Dawson 98: M A Robinson 5-6®. 
SUSSEX- First Wrings 324 N R Taylor 74. 
M T E Peace 73, P Moores b Dew 65; R P 
Daw 4-35). 

GLOUCESlbRSHME - Second Innfagi 

fOwnngte 271 tor 6 ) 

tR C Russefl not out >..69 

M C J Ban c Peirce b RotUnson -25 


M J (towed c Scianta b Haynes B 

*M P Maynard c Rhodes b Haynes .....0 

R O B ftolt c Lam pm b Mare S3 

G P Butcher e and b Moody 18 

1AD Stew nm twi 5 


SD 


notout . 


BmrbMrre . 


-44 


s l Waoan c Lampm b Mra 


1 

._ O 


Extras foil. 0*7. w4. r*8) 30 

Totol (763 erarrt— . — — 319 


FWt 1-115. 2-135. 3-152. 4-152. 5-230, 
5299, 7-269. 8-300. 9-309. 

BowrihC Shenyar 6-2-120: Mtoa 133-1-533: 
HX* if -3-38-0; U 00 * 22-3-105-2; lam 
5-0-36-0; Haynes 12-1-34-2; UMfoertMa 
BO-23- 1. 

Umpires: D J Coratara and R A VWiha. 


Tetley’s Challenge Series 

Kent v Australia 

Final day at three 

CANTERBURY: AnstmEa tout Kant by six 

wickets. 

tom won mss 

KBIT - First Inrings 201 <M V Ftermg G7; S 
toe 4-27. M S KasprawttZ 4-721. 

AUSTRALIA - First Imdngi 315 IS ft Waugh 
154. M G Benin 55). 

KENT - Second listings 
lOueinifrit 234 far 5) 

M A Eatiam c Pdmsig b KasprowKZ ~.SS 

M VFkntfeuc Barry DL 

Aktt^ic 


*tS A I 


r Kasprawcz 0 toe ... 


29 


438 (A F Gies 81. A P Grayson 77. G 
82. OL Hemp S3). 

PAKISTAN A - Second Innings 
ICXernght 311 lor 9) 

Man RaU not out 5 

to Hussain Rbw c Neon b Brown „._.7 

Edra* (hl 2 . Ibl. nb4) 17 

Total (87^ owors} ytB 

15-8-34-0: BrOMi 215- 1-838; 
Onnonb 12-067-0; Suai 17~J-60-l; Gdes 

22- 7-55-1. 

HRST CLASS COUNTIES U- Second ImdnA 

J J 6 tows few b Arirar 

D L Itoddy c Jawd b Abdul .0 

DLHBnpcWasmbSDoaib 41 

•A P Grayson ewaam bAKHussan. 31 

Dj&Pasc Rare bShoara Mato 3 

tP A Item not out in 

D ft Brown not out 13 

Extras CM. tea. nM\_. 7 

Total (for S, 363 nm) 109 

Frth 18. 2-U. 3-74. UL 586. 

OM nat bat: G Welch. A F Galto. J Ormond. P 
M Sucri. 

KSBSKSKaSSassiJS; 

Shoafe MaHr 10-3-21-2. 

Umpires: 0 ft Shapnerd and H D Bvd. 

WNOR COUNTES CHAMRONSWP (HnM day 

OTlWDeEmioieh-nnn. me. iw 


A M Smith not out -2 

Brins ibB, 6)5. nbi2) .26 

Total (for 7 dec, 100^4 onere) 331 

fiaB (cont): 7-322. 

DM not bat: R P Ooirs, J Lem. 


Jans li- 1-42-2; Eriwanfe 10-1-390; 
1-48-0; Khen 37^8-126-3; Robra- 
son 20-5-53-1; K Newel 7-3-9-1- 


HampsUrevllMahlm 

POfnSMOUne Hampshire (Spts) drear with 
Yortaririrs til). 
ytrtoWe wen toss 

TORXSHKE - HmC larmfe 501 for 8 rite 
(OS Latorevi 182. RJSMay 75.14 PVautfv 
an 74). 


PA Strange foynneb toe 2 

jeOThnrTxaoncftmOngbtosprowtot 3 


A P Iggesdan not 014 . 


Extras (M. 8)2. nbl2l.._ 18 

- -343 


Fal (coot): 6-285. 7-303. 8^07. 9-318. 
Bowing: Kaspnnmcz 24-4-89-3; Your 
15-7 lee 25-7.88-4: Btowffl 5-2 26- 
M E Wh«h 12-530-1: Hewn.17-2-66-1. 


iu bww imtM nay 

dflMrt: BonoMh Dewn 243 and 214-5: Har^ 

ftnfcrwe 145 and 243. Down woo by 89 runs. 
Cnmtmmn: Cbtnwal BS and 24 7; WNes 348 

for 9 and BO tor 2. Wsies snn by eigtt eicftr 

etc. Barrow: Nonfxsntoriana 206 for 4 wd 
18S: Cwnbertand224 br 7and 173 tor 4. Cim- 

bertiiidwcmbyttfevricketSi toMcbSdmil 

■“ t day Mto g: forHofo 22 T tar 3 and 83 


LEADING FIRST-CLASS AVERAGES 


tor 2 hens : 

Starting today 

MMOR oowmes CMMPIQNSHP fort) few*. 
UXfcThmGornwalvHaefonfeftre. Brewood: 
Stattarosnu* y tocotoshM. 


BATTING 


BOWUNG 



M 1 

No Rons 

HS 

A*e 

100 50 C 

s 


0 M 

R 

W 

Ave 

5W 

low B8 

S P James 

-13 20 

3 

1450 

162 

86-29 

5 

8 

7 

0 

P M JMchtocn —85.5 19 

247 

20 

32.35 

2 

1 

7-38 

D 5 Lehmann.... 

-12 18 

2 

1182 

182 

7357 

4 

6 

8 

0 

Saotetn Mustaaq 196.1 59 

468 

28 

16.75 

4 

2 

5-17 

R7 Porting 

_7 10 

3 

511 

127 

73.00 

2 

2 

7 

0 

A M Smith .... 

397.2 58 

1136 

65 

17-47 

4 

3 

6-45 

NC Johnson .... 

-U 17 

5 

813 

150 

67.75 

2 

5 

12 

0 

MCffaU 

2125 63 

594 

33 

18.00 

1 

0 

7-59 

M ft RanprefcKh 14 21 

3 

11RP 

190 

G6.0Q 

5 

6 

7 

0 

AA Donald . 

-...29S3 83 

723 

40 

38.07 

2 

1 

&55 

M TG Eton .. 

-.11 17 

0 

1075 

199 

63.23 

4 

5 

5 

0 

PRRoifW — 

188.4 49 

520 

28 

1857 

2 

0 

5-49 

GAHlck - 

..13 20 

4 

976 

164* 

6-LOO 

4 

3 

17 

0 

K D James.... 

—161.1 37 

504 

27 

18.66 

2 

1 

8-49 

SRWau^l 

—12 15 

0 

896 

154 

59.73 

4 

4 

8 

0 

OR Brown.— 

_...J683 92 

1150 

60 

19.66 

2 

1 

S-69 

MLHaytian. 

..13 23 

3 

1188 

236* 

5S.4Q 

4 

5 

9 

0 

Pi Macon ... 

.383J 11? 1021 

51 

20.01 

3 

1 

B-32 


..12 Id 

7 

674 

83* 

56.16 

0 

6 

33 

1 

S Kwarre 

—390.4 95 

1065 

53 

20-09 

4 

0 

7-10 

Mf> Manat) ...-.13 18 

5 

722 

161* 

55.53 

2 

3 

16 

0 

Alter Mefrnood .290.5 66 

829 

40 

30.72 

1 

0 

5-66 


..13 21 

7 

775 

139 

55.35 

2 

5 

8 

0 

DEMatooim 

— 447.3 73 

1443 

68 

23-22 

5 

2 

6-23 

SGLaw 

..12 19 

1 

996 

175 

5553 

3 

5 

14 

0 

jPBwaa .... 

326 .74 

WOO 

47 

2127 

2 

0 

6-14 

BFSrntfi 

..9 13 

A 

496 

131* 

55.11 

2 

1 

3 

0 

G 0 McGrath 

—325.4 96 

903 

42 

2350 

1 

0 

8-38 

PJ Prichard 

..13 20 

2 

992 

224 

55.11 

3 

8 

8 

0 

G D Rose. 

— 352 100 

1068 

49 

23-79 

1 

0 

5-53 

RCRlbsM ..— 

-15 21 

6 

820 

103* 

54.66 

1 

6 

43 

4 

B J PtlthDG— 

— 1665 45 

513 

23 

22.30 

1 

0 

547 

J J B Lems 

..13 23 

3 

1064 

210* 

54.20 

3 

4 

a 

0 

WaqsrYounfi 

—.289 56 

992 

44 

22.54 

2 

0 

8-17 

H Monts 

.13 20 

2 

958 

233* 

53.22 

3 

2 

5 

0 

MWAdeyne.. 

— 297.1 78 

895 

39 

22.94 

3 

0 

6-64 

DAieethertaia 

..12 IS 

7 

629 

129 

52.41 

2 

3 

5 

0 

M JMcCftgw 

.....3103 55 

1103 

43 

22.97 

4 

0 

7-50 

M R May 

-6 1 

2 

471 

116 

5233 

2 

2 

l 

0 

C M Toley 

—2«3 62 

847 

25 

23.10 

1 

0 

6-61 
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I Toothless Tiger 

Why the young Master is 
* missing out on majors, page 22 


iii 


TUBSBM3T 19 AUGHBT 3997 « THE IN DSPENPI^^ 

Teacher training etjH 

Howard Wilkinson gets Jfl 

back to coaching, page 23 
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Red faces as McGeechan rebuffs RFU 


(t I 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 


I an McGeechan, haloed hero of 
the Lions’ epic Test series vic- 
tory over the Springboks earli- 
er in the summer, yesterday 
turned his back on the laughably 
mishandled free-for-all sur- 
rounding the England coaching 
job. The Yorkshire-born Scot’s 
decision left Jack Rowell the 
much-maligned incumbent, 
firmly entrenched on the moral 
high ground and the Rugby 
FbotbaH Union's newly installed 
hierarchy cringing with well- 
earned embarrassment. 

McGeechan advised mem- 


bers of the RFlTs national 
playing committee of his with- 
drawal from the running a mere 
24 bouts after Ran Cotton, the 
high-profile vice-chairman of 
Twickenham’s management 
board, was quoted as describ- 
ing him as “the one option for 
England coach". Cotton was 
also reported to have identified 
“weaknesses" in Rowell’s 
armour, namely his approach to 
selection and man-management 
- a fairly withering condemna- 
tion in anyone's language. 

Not surp rising ly, Rowell was 
deeply upset by the outburst, 
just as he was when his job was 
being hawked nakedly around 
the southern hemisphere dur- 


ing the build-up to the one-off 
Test with Australia in July, and 
he discussed the matter with 
Cotton yesterday afternoon. If 
the RFU now decide to stick 
with the status quo after plumb- 
ing the depths of crass insensi- 
tivity - they might look at their 
own man-management skills 
before criticising those of oth- 
er people - they will have to 
bring a charm offensive to the 
negotiating table as well as a 
new contract for Big Jack. 

Rowell's current deal expires 
on Sunday week, two days 
after the RFU are scheduled to 
reach a final decision on who 
will fill the most important post 
in the English game. 


McGeechan's “thanks, but no 
thanks’’ decision leaves Rowell 
head and shoulders above airy 
other British candidate in terns 
of experience and success at 
international level and it may 
well be that he will be asked to 
see his country through to the 
1999 World Cup. 

He was a paragon of diplo- 
macy yesterday, saying merely 
that he remained keen to con- 
tinue at the helm. ‘‘Over the last 
two years we've cut away some 
of the undergrowth and are see- 
ing the green shoots emerge as 
a result?’ be said. “TVe made no 
demands whatsoever to the 
RFU or anyone else. Everyone 
knows that I have a number of 


business interests outride of 
rugby and that those interests 
require a great deal of attention, 
but I remain hopeful that some 
balance can be struck." 

There was no ward ai all from 
McGeechan, whose reasons for 
rejecting the RFU head-bnnters 
remained a matter of conjec- 
ture. His lucrative contract with 
Northampton, where he 
remains curector of rugby, still 
has six years left to run and the 
heavy compensation demands 
of Keith Barwell the club's 
millio naire owner, were an ob- 
vious sticking point Indeed, 
Barwell had been adamant 
throughout the whole sorry 
episode that his man would stay 


at Franklins Gardens.. One Ei£- 
land insaderpainted a different 
picture, however. “Perhaps he 
saw the way Jack hadbeeo 
treated and decider? the penny 
wasn't worth lire candle,” he 
said. 

“If tins situation hadbeen al- 
lowed to develop in a business 
environment heads would hawe 
rolled long ago - and Fm not 
talking about Jadfsbead, other. 
It’s been pathetic, to be honest 
with you. It’s been like waiting 
for a man to go to the gallows 
for do reason apart from the fact 
that he challenged people who 
were too used to life in the 
comfort zone." 

Last night, the RFU put out 


a statement saying that Cotton 

and his follow nation al playing 

committee members would 

Jack Rowell and other candi- 
dates for the position". Those 
candidates include Richard 
HiU, the Gloucester coach who 
played under Rowell at Bath, 
and two current Bath coaches, 
Andy Robinson and Clive 
Woodward. John Mitchell, 
Sale's successful import from 
New Zealand, is also under 
consideration. 

Antipodean are not, howev- 
er, flavoarof the month with the 
RFLTs influential traditionalist 
lobby. Bob Dwyer, who coached 
Australia to the 1991 World 


Cop and guided Leicester to POk- 
ingicm Cup victory last season. 

was contacted by the RFU some 

months ago. as was Graham 
Henry, the tactical mastennind 
behind the Super 12 champions 
Auckland, as recently as early 
July, .but the popular view at 
Twickenham is that English rug- 
by is not yet ready for a south- 
ern hemisphere culture shock. 

Whatever the outcome, the 
new domestic season will kick 
off on Saturday with the RFU t 
smelling of anything but roses, j 
Conspiracy or cock-up? As one 
Rowell supporter put it yester- 
day: “It’s a bit of both. Basically, 
the RFU has managed to cock 
up their own conspiracy." 


Davis and 
Ball show 
way to top 
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Cricket 

HENRY BLOFELD 
reports from Hove 
Gloucs 320 & 331-7 dec 
Sussex 324 & 161 
G/oucs win by 166 runs 


After the second spirited part- 
nership of the match between 
Tbby Peirce and Ned Thylor had 
taken Sussex to within sight of 
a draw, their middle order 
collapsed miserably against the 
accurate and persevering spin 
of Richard Davis and Maityn 
Ball and the 23 points Glouces- 
tershire collected from the 
match has taken them to the top 
of the championship table. 

For three and a half days, 
Sussex fought well against a side 
with championship aspirations 
even if Gloucestershire were not 

S uite at their best. In the end 
tough, a pitch which allowed 
the spinners slow turn, enabled 
them to maintain their chal- 
lenge. 

After Gloucestershire had 
batted on for 45 minutes in the 
morning, Sussex's final target 
was 328 in a minimum of 82 
overs which, with the two-spin- 
ners in more or less constant 
action, became 94. Tb score at 
almost three and a half runs an 
over for this length of time with 
a highly suspect batting side was 
never a realistic option for Sus- 
sex unless they were given a 
wonderful start. 

In the second over of the in- 
nings, Rajesh Rao played for- 
ward to Jonathan Lews and was 
picked up by Ball at first slip. 
Peirce and Taylor then em- 
barked upon another rebuilding 
exercise - they had put on 135 
in the first innings - and added 
107 for the second wicket now. 


Both drove handsomely 
against the seam bowlers and 
defended with reasonable cer- 
tainty when the spinners came 
on. Then, as they got their 
measure, they also began to 
drive and play off their legs with 
a pleasing fluency. But the spin- 
ners persevered with four field- 
ers round the bat and it was Ball 
who made the all important first 
breakthrough. 

Peirce had just reached his 
second 50 of the match when be 
went back to force Bali who 
turned an off-break away from 
the left-hander a little more 
than Peirce had anticipated 
and he was caught low at sec- 
ond slip by Bobby Dawson. 

Taylor’s 50 came next but 
soon afterwards he went on to 
the back foot and turned the ball 
straight to short leg. 

This opened the floodgates 
for within minutes the Newell 
brothers had gone. Mark 
pushed forward to Davis and 
was caught at silly point and 
when Keith came onto the front 
foot he was held at short leg off 
bat and pad. 

The tea interval hardly 
provided respite for Sussex for 
almost at once after the restart 
Paul Jarvis stretched forward to 
one from Ball which may have 
gone on with his arm and was 
caught low down at slip by 
Mark Alleyne. Five runs later 
Amer Khan went forward to 
Davis and was caught off bat 
and pad. 

Next to go was Justin Bates 
who was lbw to Ball playing a 
shot which was a mixture of a 
puli and a sweep and Alex 
Edwards and Mark Robinson 
were out just before the start of 
the final hour. Ball finished with 
5 for 66 in 30 overs and Davis 
4 for 35 in 29. 


Ill///// 

lull 
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A phalanx of deck chairs awaits the arrival of spectators at Hove yesterday as Gloucestershire took’ on Sussex and emerged victorious 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


James impresses as Glamorgan falter 


JON CULLEY 

reports from Worcester 
Worcestershire 476-9 dec 
and 295 

Glamorgan 398 and 319 
Worcestershire win by 54 runs 


The Glamorgan opener, 
Stephen James, whose prolific 
form this season has been not- 
ed by the England selectors, en- 
hanced his winter prospects 
with his fifth Championship 
century here yesterday but 
could not lead the Welshmen to 
the win they needed to return 
to the top of the table. 


Indeed, the .balance ulti- 
mately timed the. other way, 
Worcestershire carving through 
the lower orders even with no 
specialist spinner to clinch a 
victory that lifts them into title 
contention in fourth place. 

Whtcfaed by chairman of se- 
lectors, David Graveney, Janies 
may hare dinched a place on tour 
to the West In dies afte r his four- 
hour 130, the bedrock of Glam- 
organ’s challenge. However, in 
chasing 374 to win, James need- 
ed the support of at least one 
more inmngs of substance, but 
none was forthcoming. 

A fascinating finish was 
achieved without the need for 


a declaration after Worcester- 
shire, 263 for 7 overnight, lost 
their last three wickets for 32 in 
13 overs, the England off-spin- 
ner Robert Croft finishing with 
4 for 98 from 42 overs. 

• With a minimum of 81 overs 
available, Glamorgan made the 
perfect start, James and partner 
Hugh Morris managing both to 
weather the new ball and keep 
in touch with the dock in an im- 
peccable opening stand, putting 
on 115 in 30 overs before the lat- 
ter was nm out by Vikram Sofan- 
kfs superb throw from extra 
cover as James chanced a single. 

James lost another partner 
when Stuart Lampitt brilliantly 


caught Adrian Dale at slip, giv- 
ing Tom Moody, the Worces- 
tershire captain, a wicket from 
the first ball of a lengthy spell of 
respectable off-break bowling 
that suffered only when Waqar 
Younis went after him in some 
desperation towards the dose. 

The biggest blow, however, 
was inflicted by the seamer 
Gavin Haynes, who removed 
Mike Powell and, crucially, 
Matthew Maynard from con- 
secutive deliveries, the Glam- 
organ captain perversely 
following his sublime unbeaten 
161 with a first-ball duck. 

James, dropped behind the 
. wicket off Moody on 80 just be- 
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Yorkshire hit blockade 
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ROUND-UP 


Centuries from Giles White 
and John Stephenson, their first 
in the Charopbaship tins season, 
denied Yorkshire victory at 
Portsmouth yesterday after 
Hampshire had followed on. 

Hampshire began the final 
day on 173 for 3 in their second 
innipg?, still needing another 47 
to make Yorkshire bai again. But 
White, whose previous top score 
for Hampshire in 44 matches 
was a modest 73, led the resis- 
tance with a career-best 145. 

Atthe fell of the eighth wick- 
et at 410, Hampshire were only 
190 in front and there were still 
42 overs left, but Yorkshire's 
hopes finally disappeared in a 


stand of 54 in 21 overs between 
Shaun Udal and Simon Ren- 
shaw. 

Nottinghamshire squandered 
a golden opportunity to claim 
their fourth Championship vic- 
tory of the season and, in the 
end, they bad to survive the final 
over to avoid defeat against 
Somerset at Thmt Bridge. 

With Mathew Dowman scor- 
ing his third Championship 
century of the season, Notting- 
hamshire appeared to be well 
on the way to maximum points 
as they chased a victory target 
of 320 in a minimum of 76 overs. 
However, the departures of the 
captain, Paul Johnson, and 
Dowman in quick succession 
sparked a dramatic slide that 
ended with the wicketkeeper. 


Vvhyne Noon, having to keep out 
Miishtaq Ahmed in the final 
over to secure a draw. 

The Pakistan leg-spinner had 
been chiefly responsible for 
that dramatic slide with a burst 
of three for eight La 23 balls thai 
had Nottinghamshire wobbling 
after their comfortable progress 
in the afternoon session. 

I Nottinghamshire are to en- 
ter the bidding for Shane Warne 
and will meet whh'tbe Australian 
leg-spinner’s manager, Austin 
Robertson. Lancashire and Sus- 
sex are also interested Whme. 
Nottinghamshire's cricket com- 
mittee chairman, Stuart Foster, 
said: “Warne is our targeted 
player and we hope to meet him 
m the next 10 days, but we’re in 
the hands of his agent" 


Everton interested in Saunders 


ACROSS 19 

I See this variety of bean go 
with eel cooked in apart- 20 
ment (9) 

6 Cube contains energy to 22 
remove winter obscurity (2- 

9 N^ark of, say. fish is reflect- 25 

ed here (5) 26 

10 Speak about making car 

nut tight, it provides safety 27 
(9) , 28 

II Cries out with anger after 


Awfully guiltv holding right 
kind of worship (7) 

Poor guy carries line that's 
not pretty (4) 

Oil company en, 

worker agreed by 


^ttinsto deskfl 

12 Some napes of Latin Amer* i 
ican purchasers (4) 2 

14 Receiver holds mst-rate 3 
porcelain (7) 

15 Conductor makes old Chi- 4 

nese leader take disturbed 
rest 17) 5 

17 Vine s damaged by lad of 
course? (7) 6 


Oil company engaged one 
worker agreed by both sides 
( 2 - 8 ) 

I m faultless but tense? (9) 
Circle's not valid when egg- 
shaped (5) 

See about say, a poem (5) 
OK to liberal trade with Yen 
came 24 hours ago (9) 
DOWN 


7 Picture that is seen in mag- 

azine? Quite the opposite 
(5) , 

8 Yet to change old record m 
my understanding of words 


1 Fellow's clever story (5) 

2 Notice speech habit 19 ) 

3 English tree, it’s on head- 
land one could testify (10) 

4 Line which is followed by 
any wanting to be supple (7) 

5 Outbust is so French, and 
odd (71 

6 Be foolish and act on note 
(4) 


13 Condition to shatter char- 
acters all right (10) 

14 Preferred rosette to cover 
crumpled tie (9) 

16 Informed about her awful- 
ly quiet entrance (9) 

15 European in extraordinary 
vanity shows simple quali- 

19 Sheas no fat getting up 
drunk (4-3) 

21 A falling away in Latin part 
• of church (5) 

23 Silly person is showing 
agreement? (5) 

24 Bess's man loses head in 
wild party (4) 


Football 

ALAN NIXON 

Howard Kendall is considering 
bringing Dean Saunders back to 
Merseyside from Nottingham 
Forest in time for the weekend. 

The Everton manager has 
asked Forest about Saunders' 
price and availability and is 
considering a £600,000 bid for 
the former Liverpool striker, 
who is on the fringe of Dave 
Bassett's side. Saunders, 33, 
would be delighted to return to 
the Premier League and the 
move could go ahead in time for 
a debut against West Ham on 
Saturday. • 


Kendall has run out of tar- 
gets, including Manchester 
City's Uwe Roster, and needs a 
new partner for Duncan Fer- 
guson in the hopes of avoiding 
a second successive home de- 
feat. Everton had even consid- 
ered a move for Ian Rush 
before he joined Newcastle, 
but Saunders is emerging as the 
favourite to Join the Tbffees in 
the next few days. Saunders 
turned dawn Everton in favour 
of Liverpool seven seasons ago* 
Tottenham Hotspur are in- 
terested in signing Peter Nowak, 
Poland's playmaxer, from 1860 
Munich, according to reports in 
the German sports magazine 
Kicker. 


The magazine said Nowak 
had agreed personal terms with 
the London club and hoped be 
could move on a free transfer. 
However, the Munich club’s 
president, Kari-Heinz Wild- 
moser, has said the club wants 
$2m (£1 25m) for the player, 
who is under contract to the dub 
until 1999. 1 . 

"If Tottenham wont to come 
and haggle, the matter is fin- 
ished straight away. In that 
case, well insist on the [current] 
contract,” Kicker quoted Wfld- 
moser as saying. 

The was no comment yester- 
day from Spurs on tbeir appar- 
ent pursuit of the 33-year-old. 

More football, page 23 


fore tea, completed his century 
against the same bowler with his 
17th fourilMth Croft, who must 
attend an English Cricket Board 
disciplinary hearing in Bristol to- 
day before rejoining the England 
squad, dripping in, 78 rims were 
added for the fifth wicket, re- 
viving Glamorgan's hopes. 

But the odds shifted again 
when Croft drove the pace 
bowling prospect, Maneer 


CATCH 
DICKIE BIRD 
AT THE 
WICKET 

ANDirworrrcosT 

YOU A PENNY 

Today is finals Day in the national 
Under-15 ChA Cricket 
Championships. And for the 
thirteenth consecutive season, the 
competition is sponsored 
by Sun Ufe of Canada. 

WORWOASS 

This year the final, at Hampshire 
CCs May's Bounty ground aft 
Basngstoke, will be umpired by 
fee legendary Didde Bird. Not 
only will there be fascinating 
erideet but also fee adjudication 
ofaworid-dass umpire. 

ANUNsmmommm 

Sun Life of Canada is committed to 
the continued development of the 

game at grassroots tew/. The 
company's sponsorship involves 
assisting fee young stars of 
tomorrow In growing their 
cricketing development just as its 
financial expertise on contribute 
to your Aranda! dewtopment 


Mirza, to mid-on for 39. Then, 
with 106 still needed. Glamor- 
gan almost immediately lost 
Gary Butcher to a return catch 
followed by James, who holed 
out to deep backward square. 

Younis ran out of partners as 
Adrian Shaw was run -out by 
Lampitt’s fine throw bejerie 19- 
year-okl Mirza, {Haying in 'only his 
third Championship match, took 
the last two wickets m seven balk 






NURTURING TALENT 

finals Day, which features both 
sanWinah and the final, b fee 
culmination of a tournament 
involving some 1400 dubs nation- 
wide, as fee senti-fmalists reflect 
perfectly; St Just from Cornwall 
play llldey, and Horsham play 
Wolverhampton. In recent yean the 
competition has gained a justifiable 
reputation for nurturing English 
cricket's finest young talent 
including such stars as Nasser 
Hussain, Angus Frasec Mark 
Ramprakafe, Adam and Ben 
Hollioake and Graham Thorpe. 


SEMI-FINALS 1030am 
FINALS 2.15pm 

Basingstoke and North Hants CC 
May's Bounty Basingstoke, 
Hants. Spectators welcome. 
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Our Strength is your Security 
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